
Study Guide- Sunday November 12, 2014 !
The purpose of this study guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small groups to follow the sermon 
series. Feel free to expand and facilitate discussion based on what’s best for your group. Our 
hope is that groups will use this guide to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. !
Romans chapter 9 is one of the most difficult passages in the bible.  Be sensitive to this with 
your group and cover your meeting time in prayer.  If this chapter does anything to us, it 
should change our perspective about who this is all about.  The bible is not about us, it is a 
story about God, His glory, His mercy, and His love.   !
Baptist Faith and Message on Election:   
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, 
sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and 
comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God's 
sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and 
promotes humility. !
Read Romans 9 together.  
(1-5) Paul is about to share some hard truths in this chapter. Note first his tone and 
disposition in these verses. How would you describe it? What impact ought this tone have 
on our reading before we go any deeper?  

• This chapter is soaked in a broken-hearted missionary’s tears. Paul is crushed that the 
majority of his people have not believed.  Paul compels us to be burdened for those 
who do not know Christ; that we should cry out to God to show mercy on our 
unbelieving neighbors, just as He showed us mercy. 

What are each of the benefits enjoyed by Israel (vv.4-5) and how does each prepare us and 
point toward Christ? 

• adoption as sons, divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple 
worship, the promises, the patriarchs. Discuss how each can point us to Christ. !

(6-8) Throughout the book of Romans Paul continues to anticipate the arguments the reader 
will present. What argument is Paul anticipating in this statement?  

• That God’s promises have failed. Did God fail to save Israel?  
• Discuss the difference between the people of Israel (ethnic) and spiritual Israel. A good 

reference to study is Galatians 6:15-16.  God is ultimately calling a people to Himself.  !
(14-24) How does Paul in these verses refute the charge that God is unjust/unfair to choose 
some and reject others? 

• Here in these verses he reminds us that God had mercy upon Moses. Paul could have 
answered with any logic, but in fact quotes Moses in the Old Testament. Why? “I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy.” At first that sounds almost like the words of an 
arbitrary bully, until we reflect. Mercy, by its very definition cannot ever be an 
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obligation.  In other words God does not owe us mercy. To say, something is “unfair” is 
to say that it is owed. But a mercy shown is not deserved, and thus is totally by Grace. 
See Paul’s argument? To say, “It is unfair for God to only have mercy on some,” is a self-
contradictory statement. Paul is reasoning: “Are you saying that God owes anyone 
salvation? Of course not! But if he owes no one salvation, then he is free to give it to a) 
all, b) some, or c) none.” 

• God has freedom to give mercy on whom He wills.  He has freedom to harden hearts.  
He has freedom to choose. !

(22-23) Based on these verses, what are the reasons for God’s purpose in election and His 
sovereignty? 

• To demonstrate His power, His patience, and the riches of His glory. 
Why is it right and just for God to demonstrate His own glory? 

• God’s glory is the only thing that is constant.  His glory is the only thing that will 
satisfy. His glory is the only thing that is deserving. His glory not mankind is the only 
thing that is just and right.   

• Paul in the 1st chapter of Romans communicates to us the opposite of God receiving 
glory; that mankind has worshipped creation rather than the creator. !

Application: 
What’s the hardest thing for you to believe in this chapter and why?  
How can God’s glory, His sovereignty be consistent with His love? 

• God’s passion for His glory is the essence of His love to us. God’s love for us is not 
mainly His making much of us, but His giving us the ability to enjoy making much of 
Him forever. In other words, God’s love for us keeps God and His glory at the center. 
God’s love for us exalts His value and our satisfaction in it. If God’s love made us 
central and focused on our value, it would distract us from what is most precious, 
namely, Himself. Love labors and suffers to enthrall us with what is infinitely and 
eternally satisfying: God. Therefore God’s love labors and suffers to break our bondage 
to the idol of self and focus our affections on the treasure of God. 

Leaving behind the many intellectual questions that ‘election’ raises, what practical, 
beneficial effects can this doctrine have on the way you live? 

• Excludes boasting and creates humility in our own life (1 Corinthians 1:28-30). 
• Confidence in our evangelism.  We are not responsible for closing the deal, it is God 

who saves. God chose to use His people to proclaim the word as He works in the heart. 
In this chapter Paul teaches us about God’s sovereign election and at the same time has a 
burden for the lost. How should the sovereign grace of God motivate us for evangelism as a 
church?  !

Sermon Notes/Additional Questions 


