
Study Guide- Sunday September 14, 2014 
The purpose of this study guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small groups to follow the sermon 
series. Feel free to expand and facilitate discussion based on what’s best for your group. Our 
hope is that groups will use this guide to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. !
Last week, Paul addresses the church of Rome, but mainly focuses on the irreligious or pagan 
(Gentiles). This week in chapter 2, he targets the religious or rule follower (Jews).  Last week 
we saw how God’s wrath rests on the unrighteous. This week we see how God’s wrath rests 
on the religious. Paul shows that both have no excuse and are in need of God’s grace. !
Read Romans 2 together. !
(v. 1-3) – “you therefore, have no excuse” Why does Paul address the religious in chap 2 right 
after his address to the irreligious of 1:18-32? How do religious people “miss the gospel”? 

• Paul understood there are two types of people, the irreligious and religious. God’s 
wrath rests on both. Unlike the irreligious in chapter 1, the religious always point to 
the external (looking good outwardly) and never examine the internal (their own 
heart).   They focus on their own righteousness and miss their need for God’s. !

(v. 4-5) - What do these verses teach us about the patience of God?  
• It teaches us about His heart - the most patient and loving thing he can do is to bring us 

to repentance  
How does God’s wrath in verse 5 compare/contrast to verse 18 in chapter 1?  

• God’s wrath in chapter 1 is revealed in a general sense now. In chapter 2, God’s wrath is 
revealed in individually, with a future final judgement. Each gives a personal account. !

(v. 6-12) According to v. 6, what is test by which God will judge people in the end? Does this 
contradict what Paul said about salvation in 1:16-17?  

• We see throughout Scripture that when judgement is mentioned, people are judged by 
their works as mentioned in verse 6 (parables, 1 Cor. 3, 2 Cor. 5, Revelation,etc.). This 
seems to be an apparent contradiction but we remember that Paul is talking about 
good works as the test on the day of judgement, not good works as a basis for what 
justifies us before God.  God will not ask us on the judgement day if we have decided 
to be an “apple tree.”  He will instead look at our fruit as evidence to determine the 
type of tree that we truly are.  The ultimate answer lies back in chapter 1 verse 5.  We 
have received grace to bring about obedience that comes from faith.   

By what tests mentioned in verse 7 and 8 indicate that a heart is right with God or not? 
• The unchanged heart is focused on self, the changed heart is patient and focused on 

praising God. 
2 Cor. 13:5 tells us to examine ourselves to see if we are of the faith; to test ourselves. 
How can we properly examine our own heart?  How do we know we are of the faith?  

• Inward working of the Spirit.  The fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5. 
Obedience from faith.   Seeks to please God, does not seek people’s praise.  

ROMANS 2



(v. 12-24) According to vs. 12-16, how can people without God’s law be held accountable? 
• God has written His law on their hearts with their conscience bearing witness.   

According to vs. 17-24, how are people with God’s law held accountable? 
• They should practice what they preach.  They should be doers of the word.   

What reason does Paul give of why God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles? 
• Hypocrisy.  How do we see this play out in our culture today? !

(v. 25-29) After reading these verses, what point is Paul trying to make about circumcision?  
• That outward circumcision (outward works) means nothing if there is no inward 

circumcision (a changed/changing heart).  The Spirit changes and seals the heart and 
brings about obedience.  !

Application Questions: !
• Who are the “religious” in our culture today?  Why are the religious some of the hardest to 

reach with the gospel? 
• Cultural christian (those who grew up in church, who know the rules).  They are the 

hardest to reach because they see themselves as righteous and therefore see no need 
for the gospel.  The self-righteous are always judging others, but never repenting of 
their own sin.  They have the magnifying glass to inspect others sin, but never have 
looked into a mirror.  Or they believe their appearance at church and doing the “right” 
things make them right with God. We can all fall into the praise of others, but the 
religious focus on their outward works being seen by others. !

• How can Paul’s warning in verse 23 and 24 apply to the church today?  What does it mean 
for the believer?  !

• Have you witnessed a “professing” christian profane God’s name?  How did you handle the 
situation?  How should we handle the situation? !

• What practical daily difference could it make that there is a judgement day coming?  
• Helps me to focus on eternal things not temporary. 
• Helps me to not judge others before looking at my own life first. 
• Love what God loves, hate what God hates.  Be mindful of the the things we approve. 
• Hate the sin, not the sinner. !

• We as believers have been saved out of these two types of backgrounds:  the irreligious 
and the religious.  How does this background (whichever applies) present a challenge in 
your walk today as a believer? !

Sermon Notes/Additional Questions


