
Study Guide- Sunday September 28, 2014 !
The purpose of this study guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small groups to follow the sermon 
series. Feel free to expand and facilitate discussion based on what’s best for your group. Our 
hope is that groups will use this guide to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. !
Read Romans 4:1-8 together.  
Based on these verses, how was anyone saved (justified) in the Old Testament (before Christ 
came)? In other words how was Abraham counted righteous? How are we justified today? 

• His faith/belief was counted to him as righteousness. Abraham trusted God. All of his 
trust was in the promises of God and not in himself.  

Look at each place the word “credited” or “counted” is used. Put the meaning of that term in 
your own words. 

• An extremely important word in this section is the Greek term logizdomai. It is 
translated “credited” in verses 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, 24 (and as “counted” in v.7).  

• This is an accounting term meaning “to count as.” To “credit” something is to confer a 
status that was not there before.  

Why do you think Paul uses Abraham as an example of how we are counted righteous 
( justified)? 

• If anyone could boast it would be Abraham. He uses him to demonstrate that 
righteousness came from faith alone, not from his works.  !

Application: 
How does being counted righteous by faith alone keep you humble before God? and others? !
(v.4-5) Based on these verses what is the difference between a gift and a wage? 

• A gift is received. A wage is earned.  
In view of righteousness, why is it important to know the difference between these two 
words? 

• If righteousness were based on works, then God, in granting a person salvation, would 
merely be repaying what he owed that person, just as an employer gives a worker 
wages for his work. If based on works, people would have to live a perfect life. 

• A gift is not earned.  Based on the gift of God’s promise (Christ), people can be made 
righteous. !

Application: 
• In what subtle ways do you ever find yourself boasting in your justification (as if you 

earned or deserved it)? How does this subtle arrogance hinder your walk with God? 
How does it hinder your relationship with other believers?  Your marriage? !!!
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(v.6-8) According to these verses what does it mean to be blessed? How does that differ from 
our culture’s definition? !
Application: 
• What do you count as your blessings in life? Do they line up with this passage? Why is this  

so important? !
Read Romans 4:9-12 together.  
Was Abraham counted righteous before or after circumcision? Why does Paul make this 
point? 

• Before - Abraham was counted righteous by God in Genesis 15:6. He was circumcised in 
Genesis 17. He was counted righteous because he believed in God’s promise.  

• Abraham’s outward circumcision was evidence of the circumcision of his heart (his faith 
in God’s promise). It also shows that God’s plan all along was to bring about 
righteousness by faith for everyone who believed after Abraham, not by works of the 
law.  !

Read Romans 4:13-25 together.  
(v.13-16) Why does Paul say that God’s promise (salvation) must rest on grace? 

• If it were based on merit (works), the promise would be null.  The promise rests on 
grace because its based on God’s work, not on adherence to the law (which cannot be 
kept). !

(v.17-25) How did God strengthen Abraham’s faith? 
• Abraham’s trust was in God, not in himself. Think about it, he was 100 years old, his 

wife was barren so he could only trust in God for a miraculous work, not in his own 
ability for the promise to be kept. !

Application: 
• When do you find yourself trusting in your own ability and not God?  
• Has there been a time in your life recently where you could only trust in God’s promise and 

His truth, and not your own ability?   
• Where is the place where you are tempted not to believe? your job? your kids? your 

spouse? your finances? How does the fact that God keeps his promises fight against that? !
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