
Study Guide- Sunday August 10th, 2014

The purpose of this study guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small groups to follow the sermon 
series. Feel free to expand and facilitate discussion based on what’s best for your group. Our 
hope is that groups will use this guide to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life.

Looking at Acts 4, Carlos will be talking about this main idea:  Wholehearted devotion to 
Christ means being in community. The church in Acts is healthy, strong, and growing because 
of the relationships. What held them together was relationships.
• How did God speak to you through the message about community/small groups?

Read Acts 4:1-24 together.  
Context:  
• Who are the Sadduccees?
• These men were not just another party of the Pharisees — they were something very 

different. In fact, it would not be too far a!eld to say that the Sadducees were the 
“liberals” and the Pharisees the “conservatives”. 

• Theologically, the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection
or life after death, and they also did not look for a Messiah. They saw the kingdom of God in 
strictly earthly, political, humanistic terms. Since they did not look for an afterlife, they 
concentrated on doing well in this life, and they cooperated with the Romans and took high
positions in the colonial government. 
• They were very legalistically conservative, and much more middle class than the 

Sadduccees. They did not approve of cooperation with the Romans, they did believe the 
Bible very literally and hoped both a Messiah and for an afterlife.

Summarize:
What do we learn about witness and ministry from this entire passage? Examine your hearts 
and our church in light of it.
The following are only a few insights:
• Persecution is expected if we are doing our jobs. (v.1-3)
• Conversions and growth is expected if we are doing our jobs (v.4)
• Civil disobedience may be necessary if we are doing our jobs (v.19). This is by no means 

common. But Peter here clearly says that, if Christians are commanded to do something 
that God has forbidden, or forbidden to do something that God has commanded, we are to 
obey God and not civil authorities.

• Experience and knowledge of Christ is an inner dynamic for our witness (v.20). We should 
not be witnessing out of duty and drudgery, but because of what we have seen and heard.

• Christian leaders must be extremely well trained in the Word, and must be extremely 
strong and godly in character (vv.8-12), but they do not necessarily have to have what the 
world considers strong credentials and pedigrees (v.13-14). We should choose our leaders 

LET’S BE CLEAR



by recognizing God’s anointing of them, not the human establishment’s attitude toward 
them.

• For vital witnesses we need continual, repeated “Pentecosts”, in which we seek God’s 
presence corporately and !nd it afresh (vv.23-31).

The big idea today is making sure everyone gets involved with a small group. If we are going 
to be a part of a strong healthy church, not only do we all need to serve but we all need to 
be connected to relationships with others. The church in Acts is healthy, strong, and growing 
because of the relationships. 

• Where did the thought of small groups begin?
Read Mark 3:13-19 together.

• A crowd was following Jesus and he chose twelve out of that crowd. How were they 
chosen? They were not chosen because of their credentials, they were chosen because 
of GRACE. Jesus chose ordinary, common men. Why do you think this was?

• Jesus’ purpose in choosing twelve was to spend time with them, train them, and to send 
them out to do what he was doing. This new group constituted the foundation of His 
church (Eph. 2:20). 

• Jesus spent the majority of the last years of his life with these men. Why did he do this? 
Who were these disciples? What did they bring to the table? Here at Watkinsville, we 
are not trying to create scholars, we are trying to create wholehearted followers who 
are completely devoted to Jesus Christ. 

We realize that most of those who are going over this study guide are in a small group. So 
for those of you that are: 

• If you didn’t have your small group, what would life be like? 
• How has it impacted you?
• Is there anyone you can invite to join your small group?

For those of you who are not a part of a small group...
• What stands in the way of you being connected?
• Why wouldn’t you be in a small group?

LET’S BE CLEAR, we need relationships. We need encouragement, strength, and 
accountability. This is why Jesus created the church. In order for this to be a healthy church 
we need everyone participating in small groups. Our small groups are called “life groups.” The 
purpose of our life groups is to create smaller groups that provide an environment for you to 
grow in Christ and “have life to the full" in community. Talk to Robbie Woel" for more info!

Sermon Notes/Additional Questions
**Great resource- Robert Coleman’s “Master Plan of Evangelism”


