
The purpose of  this guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/Life Group leaders to follow the sermon series 
with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start as the leader and will allow 
your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Romans 15 
Context:  Chapters 12-15 - Righteousness in Everyday Life.  Because we have received God’s 
mercy and grace, we have been given all that we need from God to live the christian life. 

Observing the text (vv. 1-13): We are called as stronger believers not to be self-seeking but to 
assist and build up others who are less mature.  We do this motivated by Christ and by what He 
has demonstrated for us.  In these verses, the glory of  God is mentioned twice and is the purpose 
behind all that we do.  The freedoms we have in Christ should not take priority over building up 
other believers, seeking unity in the church, and ultimately bringing glory to God. Paul reminds 
us in vv.8-13 that Christ is the savior of  both the Jew and the Gentile.  As he summarizes chapter 
14 and the beginning of  15 in these verses, we can expect that the disputes were between Jew and 
Gentile believers.  Mercy and hope are mentioned in these verses and quotes from the Old 
Testament to show that Christ is the fulfillment of  promises made to the patriarchs for the benefit 
of  the Gentiles.  And that the Roman Gentile believers who may have been experiencing 
freedom in Christ should be reminded of  the mercy and hope that they now have received. 

Questions (vv. 1-13):  
1) Under what circumstances should we not choose to exercise our freedom?  What should guide 
us when we make these decisions?  

• 1) Tearing down of  a weaker believer.  2) When that freedom becomes a stumbling block. 3)  
When we are trying to win an argument.  Putting ourselves before the other believer. 

• Loving others, building others up, unity in the church, and God’s glory should be the 
priority and our guidelines when making these decisions. 

2) How can believers be unified if  we are so diverse and not able to agree on disputable things?  
What does Paul say we should be in unity over in this passage? 

• Paul is writing both chapter 14 and 15 so that unity might be present in the church even in 
the midst of  disagreement over disputable things.  We must however stand strong and seek 
unity over things that are essential to the church.  We should bring unity over the things in 
accord with Christ, that together with one voice we may glorify the God and Father of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

3) What are the three reasons that Christ became a servant to the circumcised (The Jews)? Why 
do you think these things are important? 

• 1) Show God’s truthfulness, 2) to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and 3) that 
the Gentiles would glorify God for His mercy. 

• All three point to and magnify the glory of  God.  God’s faithfulness, His promises, and His 
glory are where we find our joy, peace, and our hope through the unity and power of  the 
Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15



Observing the text (vv. 14-33):  Paul is reminding the church again (1:5) of  his calling from 
God to preach to the Gentiles.  By the power of  the Holy Spirit he is proud to see the Gentiles 
come to the obedience of  the faith in both word and deed.  His ultimate calling and desire is to 
preach the gospel where Christ has not already been named.  He is saying that because there is a 
church in Rome to whom he is writing and has not come to them as of  yet (v.22).  He lays out his 
desire to go to Spain and pass through Rome on his way to preach Christ.  We also learn of  
Paul’s work in Jerusalem and ministering to the saints there.  He points out the importance of  not 
only the spiritual blessing of  Christ, but also the importance of  material blessings motivated by 
what Christ has done for us.   

Questions (vv. 14-33):  
1)  What can we learn about Paul’s evangelism in the following areas: 1) His motive for 
evangelism 2) His object/centrality of  evangelism 3) His means of  evangelism 4) His strategy of  
evangelism. Why are these important for the church today? 

• Motive: His motive was to see Gentile coverts as a offering to God.  Paul sees his 
evangelism as an offering to God in response to all Jesus has given him. 

• Object: Paul’s object of  evangelism was the obedience of  the Gentiles (Romans 1 and also 
here in v. 18.  His goal was not simply a conversion experience for the Gentiles, but that of  
a complete life change (obedience).  

• Means: Paul gives us the totality when speaking of  how evangelism is accomplished (vv. 
18-19).  1) By word and deed. We must body go and tell and 2) by the power of  the Spirit.  
Whether God chooses to use supernatural means or not, we must depend and trust our 
evangelism to the power of  the Holy Spirit.  

• Strategy:  Paul’s strategy was to preach to the Gentiles where Christ was not named.  He 
did not want to build upon another’s work and trusted that God would use the planting of  
churches like Rome to be faithful to build upon what had been started already.  

2) In vv. 22-29 and specifically v. 27, what can we learn about the church’s responsibilities to the 
people around them? 

• From Paul’s work in Jerusalem and ministering to the saints there, he points out the 
importance of  not only providing the spiritual blessing of  Christ, but also the importance 
of  giving the material blessings because of  what Christ has done for us. 

3) In the closing verses, Paul asks for prayer concerning a few things.  What are they and why 
might they be important as he looks to make it to Rome and eventually to Spain? 

• Delivered from unbelievers: Paul was ultimately arrested in Judea so his prayer was not 
answered as he desired.  God used Paul’s arrest to bring him to Rome and to use him in 
other ways.  This should lead us to trust that God’s plan is best.  Even when He does not 
answer our prayers the way we desire, He is always working to point people to Himself.   

• Acceptable to the saints:  We find out in Acts 24:17-21 that his offering of  service to the 
saints was accepted in Jerusalem.   

• Sometimes it is much later in life that our prayers are answered and at other times we may 
never realize how God will answer our prayers.   



General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below): 
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Reflection Romans 15 
4) Is there a time to exercise our freedom in Christ even if  it might offend others? Galatians 5:1 
may help. 
5) Paul’s ambition is v 20 is to preach Christ where His name is not known.  That is a reality in 
so many places in our world today.  What would be your role in seeing Christ’s proclaimed 
among the unreached? 
6) What can you take away from Paul’s closing prayer in this chapter.  How have you experienced 
answered or unanswered prayers in your walk with Christ?  What encouragement can you take 
away from what you know about Paul’s desire in prayer and how it was answered? 


