
The purpose of  this guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/Life Group leaders to follow the sermon series 
with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start as the leader and will allow 
your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Romans 13 
Context:  Chapters 12-15 - Righteousness in Everyday Life.  Because we have received God’s 
mercy and grace, we have been given all that we need from God to live the christian life.  In 
chapter 13 Paul gives the believer insight to two main themes: First, how we relate to the 
governing authority God has placed over us. Second, should we relate to the world around us. 

Observing the text (vv. 1-7): These verses speak of  the responsibilities of  the state, its 
authority given by God, the responsibilities of  christian citizens and how we are to live under that 
authority.  John Stott unpacks this section well and deals with the difficult issue of  church and 
state.  He wrote, “Relations between church and state have been notoriously controversial 
throughout the Christian centuries. To oversimplify, four main models have been tried — 
Erastianism (the state controls the church), theocracy (the church controls the state), 
Constantinianism (the compromise in which the state favors the church and the church 
accommodates the state in order to retain its [favored status], and partnership (church and state 
recognize and encourage each other’s distinct God-given responsibilities in a spirit of  constructive 
collaboration.) The fourth seems to accord best with Paul’s teaching in Romans 13.”  For us as 
believers, we are to submit to those in authority, even if  they are not fully admirable and trust 
that God is sovereign over it all. 

Questions (vv. 1-7):  
1) What reasons do we find in vv. 1-7 of  why it is right to submit to the authority of  the civil 
government? 

• First, because Paul says God invented the state, the civil government (v.1) and therefore 
deserves respect and submission. A good reference is Daniel 4:17.  Second, because Paul 
says it is wise and for your good (vv.3-4). Humans need the government for accountability.  
Without the threat of  justice/punishment, society would break down. Third, Paul points 
out the importance of  order (v.4).  The image of  the sword is justice, but imagine if  
everyone had a sword and carried out justice as they saw fit.  This is God’s way of  
protection for us. Fourth Paul says it is fair (vv.6-7). Christians must not refuse to pay taxes 
simply because they think some of  the money is being used unjustly.  We as believers are to 
respect those whom God has placed in authority over our lives. 

2) Based on these verses, does the state have absolute power over us? What are the state’s limits?  
• Limitations: At first glance, it appears that Paul is putting the requirement of  submission in 

absolute terms. This gets worse when Paul is writing under the content of  a pagan Roman 
empire. Think about it, at that time there were no christian authorities in rule. In Paul’s day 
there was just the Roman and Jewish authorities who were both hostile to christians.  Yet Paul 
regarded them as having been established by God. Within this passage however, there are 
some limits to the authority given. There are some implications that we can take from this 
passage about those limits. 1) Since authorities are given by God, these authorities are limited 
to operate under God’s moral order. “For rulers hold no terror for those who do right (v3), he 
is God’s servant to do you good (v.4).” A ruler is not free to do whatever they wish. 2) Paul 
seems to have the mind of  Jesus in this passage…”Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” (Mt.22:21) This is consistent with v.7 which 
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says “give everyone what you owe him.”  Just like Jesus, Paul is undercutting a very common 
perception of  the state in that day that the king was a deity and had divine authority.  What 
Jesus and Paul are saying is “yes” to paying rulers their due, but “no” to giving rulers worship, 
or unqualified obedience. 

3) How should Christians today practically heed to and apply these principles for understanding 
and relating to our government; even when the government abuses their authority? 

• Respect:  We must grant respect for those in authority, whether they represent our views or 
not. We see this throughout the bible with the kings of  Israel, Nebuchadnezzar, Caesar, etc… 

• Reality of  Justice:  It is not our role to get hysterical, fearful, and riot when our rulers do not 
hold to our views.  Why, because God allows those in authority and God does not forget 
justice. Rulers cannot undermine God’s plan because even in unbelief  and injustice, they play 
into God’s purposes. 

• Appropriate:  Because God is the ultimate judge, we know that even a pagan ruler is under 
judgement and will be judged if  there is no repentance.  So our respect is appropriate. 

Observing the text (vv. 8-14): Verses 8-10 deals with the Christian’s relationship to the law 
going back even as far as the mosaic law; “owe no one anything.”  This command does not 
prohibit all borrowing but means that one should always pay what is owed.  The debt, however, 
that never ceases paying in this life is the call to love one another.  This therefore fulfills what the 
Mosaic law demands. With these things in mind, the remaining verses call all believers to live in 
light of  what is ahead.  This is a call as a metaphor to wake out of  your slumber, a call to action 
to move away from moral indifference and laxity.  Salvation mentioned here is in view of  our 
future and the “day” mentioned here is in light of  Jesus’ return.  With this in mind, let us walk 
properly, make no provision for the flesh, and put on the Lord Jesus Christ, walk closely with Him 
and walk as He walked. A great reference to this is Galatians 3:27.  We have put on Christ so that 
we can fulfill the law through love. 

Questions (vv. 8-14):  
1) In vv. 8-10, how does Paul define love and in what context?  How does this answer a person 
who says, “obedience to rules of  the law is not important, only love is?   

• Love is defined or summed up as fulfilling the law.  Basically if  you are loving one another 
you will not steal, or murder, nor covet.   His law is in perfect harmony with love and is our 
guide on how we are to love each other.  Love and the law are not against each other, but are 
consistent.  We obey out of  love and we love first in order that we can appropriately obey. 

• Most would make this statement so that they can have a comfortable life and not deal with 
confronting a situation.  Loving others sometimes involves standing for what we believe and 
doing the hard things not comfortable things. The law is our guideline on how we are too love 
people.  We love, not to demolish the law, but to fulfill it by being in Christ. 

2) What practical advice about self-control do we learn from vv. 11-14?  
• Awareness/perspective:  This world and time will not go on forever.  We must understand the 

urgency of  this present time (v.11).  We are on the brink of  eternity and this should change 
our perspective, our purpose, and effectively change the way we live.  We cannot be lulled to 
sleep by our comforts in life, but must awake and realize we are in a spiritual battle.  Keeping 
this perspective can help with self  control in every day life.                



• Properly Clothed:  Paul tells us in vv. 12-14 to put on the armor of  light and to put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul gives us a visual of  the works of  darkness, the things that take place 
in darkness.  He compels believers to act as if  it is daytime. Work the illustration out for 
Christian living. We are supposed to remember “who we are wearing,” what He did for us, 
what He wanted for us, and what it cost Him. This is much like Romans 6, in which we are 
told “you are dead to sin” and then told “now act dead to sin!” Remember who you are!  

• Boundaries: “make no provision” (v.14).  The greek here literally means to take thought for or 
think of  beforehand.  Boundaries should be set in our life around areas of  weakness.  For 
example, if  a person struggles with what they watch on TV, they might set up a boundary of  
not watching TV alone. Our sin nature is still hungry and we must set up boundaries to avoid 
feeding our flesh. This is how we can practically “make no provision for the flesh.”    

General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below): 
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Reflection Romans 13 
4) How has vv. 1-7 in this passage changed your view of  submitting to authority?  What do you 
feel needs to change in your attitude or in your actions?  
5) How does the command to love help us to understand how to put the commandments into 
practice? 
6) From the practical advice we learned in vv. 11-14, how have you seen these truths helpful in 
your life in regards to self-control?  What areas in your life do you need to set up accountability 
and/or some boundaries?


