
The purpose of  this guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small group leaders to follow the sermon 
series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start as the leader and will 
allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Romans 11 
Context:  Salvation is the main theme in chapters 9-11. Chapter 11 focuses on how God has 
unveiled the mystery of  salvation for all (Jew and Gentile). That He can bring life out of  death 
and will put His grace and mercy on display. !
Observing the text (vv. 1-6): Paul asks the question, “Has God rejected His people?”  Paul 
says, “By no means.”  Paul is a living testimony of  God redeeming a people for Himself, 
specifically the Jews in this context.  Paul says that He is living proof  that God keeps His 
promises.  He quotes 1 Kings 19 in this passage to prove His point that even though the majority 
of  Israel rejected Him, God is still redeeming a people for Himself  to bring about the promised 
Messiah and ultimately save a remnant that will make up part of  the church.  Israel’s rejection of  
God is also His plan to show that it is not by human effort or works that God will build His 
church, but only by His grace.  !
Questions (vv. 1-10):  
1) What point is Paul trying to communicate to the church in Rome and to us regarding how 
God is dealing with Israel?  

• God has not rejected Israel even in the midst of  the majority’s rejection of  Him.  Paul is 
living proof. of  that fact.  Also salvation is by God’s grace, not by human effort.  God’s 
foreknowledge, election, and grace are inseparable, for all of  these show that salvation is 
God’s work alone and has nothing to do with our works. 

2) Verse 6 in this text is similar to the text found in Ephesians 2.  Read Ephesians 2:5-9. What are 
the reasons found in this passage that God saves through grace and not through human merit? 

• v. 5. Display the richness of  His mercy.  v.6 to show in the coming ages the riches of  His grace 
in Christ Jesus. v. 9 so that mankind cannot boast, only boast in Christ to God’s glory. 

3) What is the reason God hardened Israel according to vv. 8-10?  To find a clearer answer, read 
the context of  Psalm 69:16-28 (consistent with what Paul quotes in vv. 9-10). 

• v. 8 says that God gave them this spirit because they had eyes that would not see and ears that 
would not hear.  When reading vv. 7-11 with the context found in Psalm 69, we get a clearer 
picture of  God’s sovereignty being consistent with man’s responsibility for their sin 
demonstrated in Psalm 69.  God sovereign purposes are always consistent with the 
consequences of  man’s choices. This is also mentioned in verse 11.   !!!!!!

Observing the text (vv. 10-24): Paul asks another question in v. 11 as he is famous for doing.  
Paul answers the question that God had a purpose in Israel’s unbelief.  The purpose is that 
salvation would come to the Gentiles, and in the end Israel will have their fullness (salvation/
inclusion) of  the promise. Paul notes in 13 and 14 that he is an apostle to the Gentiles and is 
hoping that due to the repentance of  Gentiles, some of  his Jewish brothers will be saved. Paul 



uses two illustrations (first-fruits and root) to reiterate the fact that many Jews in the future will be 
saved. In verses 17 and 18 Paul takes a moment to speak to the Gentiles in Rome.  Their 
salvation was brought through from the root (God’s promise trusted by Abraham a Jew) and 
therefore they should not be arrogant or proud of  what they have in the midst of  Israel’s current 
unbelief.  The remaining verses in this section speak of  how the Gentiles were grafted in and 
enjoy life from root so then how much more will the natural branches that were broken off  be 
grafted back in as well.  God’s severity and kindness are both mentioned here and are beautiful 
picture of  His nature.  He is holy and must punish sin, but shows both grace and mercy. !
Questions (vv. 10-24):  
1) How does salvation come to the Gentiles through the trespass of  the Jews? 

• As we see in this passage, God brought salvation to the Gentiles through the disobedience of  
Israel.  Because of  their unbelief  and failure to trust in God’s promise as a whole, God 
brought salvation to the Gentiles through Christ.   

2) Paul speaks of  the two illustrations in v. 16.  What is the main point of  these illustrations?  
What is the purpose of  using this illustration in the context of  the Gentiles in Rome? 

• The word “first-fruit" used here denotes the firstling of  fruit or grain which was separated 
from the mass and is the root.  In this case, God brought forth those that believed the promise 
(first fruits of  salvation to us) in the Patriarchs.  Therefore if  the first fruits or the root was 
holy or believed God, so will be that which comes from it.  

• The purpose was to expose any possible pride or arrogance in the Gentiles.  Their salvation 
came to them from the root, and without God’s purposes being fulfilled through the faithful 
and the unfaithful Jews, they would not have been grafted in.  God used the faithful to bring 
about Jesus, and the unfaithful to graft in the Gentiles. 

3) In vv. 21-22 the text mentions two characteristics of  God.  What are they?  How should these 
characteristics change our attitude toward the lost? 

• God’s holiness/judgement and kindness.  God uses severity and judgment to demonstrate 
that He has a holy hatred toward our rebellion and sin.  When God casts judgement on sin, it 
magnifies His holiness.  God’s kindness or goodness should lead us to repentance (Romans 
2:4). God’s hatred for sin and His promise to punish sin should give us a new passion and 
burden for those who do not know Him.  Because we have been shown God’s goodness and 
kindness, we too are to image that to the lost world around us. !!!!!!

Observing the text (vv. 25-36): Verse 25 sums up a lot of  the text in this chapter.  Paul talks 
about the mystery of  God using Israel’s unbelief  to bring about the fullness of  salvation to the 
Gentiles.  This is a mystery of  not necessarily difficult things to understand, but that which has 
been hidden and now has been revealed (unveiling).  The mystery involves three parts: 1) Israel’s 
hardening 2) which will bring about the fullness of  Gentiles 3) and by this God will save all, both 
Jew and Gentile making up the church. All Israel has been debated to mean either the true Israel 
(the elect, both Jew and Gentile) or an end time saving of  many Jews.  It seems to mean in this 
context (in light of  vv. 25 & 28) that everything mentioned here is referring to an ethnic Israel not 



a spiritual one.  God’s great mercy is mentioned in vv. 30-32 and has been demonstrated to the 
Gentiles and will also be shown to Israel in the future.  This inclusion of  both Jew and Gentile 
being shown mercy is what is meant by “all” in verse 32 and does not mean that every individual 
born will be shown mercy.  This again demonstrates that no one is deserving of  salvation, and it 
is only by God’s mercy, grace, and sovereign purposes that we can know Him.  !
Questions (vv. 25-36):  
1) At first glance, it appears that verse 32 is saying that in the end every individual will be shown 
mercy.  Is this the true meaning of  this text?  Looking at the context of  the paragraph, what do 
we learn?  

• God’s claim to show mercy to all is more of  an inclusion of  all peoples (Jews and Gentiles), 
not that every individual will be saved.  By doing this, God is putting on display His great 
grace and mercy.  This is also referred to in v. 25 as the fullness of  the Gentiles as well as 
earlier in the chapter in v. 12 as the fullness of  the Jews. The church. 

2) In v. 20 and 25 Paul is warning the Gentiles not to have pride in their hearts for what they 
have received.  Pride is sin and is a the opposite of  what grace should produce which is humility.  
In what practical ways can our unbelieving neighbors see grace in our lives?   

• Showing forgiveness to others when not deserved.  Showing forbearance with our enemies. 
Showing mercy because we have been shown much mercy.  Showing humility when most 
around us are trying to prove themselves as worthy or valuable. !!!!

General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below): 
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? !
Reflection Romans 11 
4) Do you have someone in your life that was raised in church but has gone astray?  Have you 
gotten used to their unbelief  and/or cease to grieve over it?  What truths in this chapter help us 
not to give up on them?  
5) Sin always brings death (death of  a relationship, death of  a marriage, death of  a career, etc..), 
but God brings life.  Verse 15 in this chapter mentions bringing life out of  death.  How have you 
seen God bring life out of  death in your life? (Restoring relationships, redeeming sin, etc.)  
6) Recommend reading Ephesians 2:11-22 which may help summarize this chapter.  God will use 
showing mercy to the unexpected to bring salvation to all peoples (both Jew and Gentile).  
Recommend closing your time by reading the doxology at the end of  the chapter (33-36). !


