
The purpose of  this guide is to be a tool for ABF’s/small group leaders to follow the sermon 
series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start as the leader and will 
allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Romans 10 
Context:  Salvation is the main theme in chapters 9-11. Chapter 10 is a shift within this theme 
from God’s sovereignty to man’s responsibility. !
Observing the text (vv. 1-4):  Recommend reading Romans 9:30-10:4: 
 Israel has a zeal for God but does not understand or have the knowledge of  God’s righteousness.  
Many people have a zeal for what is right and religious, but do not know God. God’s 
righteousness is not earned from keeping the law, but was accomplished through the work of  
Christ.  Christ is the end of  the law for us.  We are no longer under the law because Christ 
fulfilled the law and those who trust in His work, not their own, are made righteous.  Most of  the 
Jews have rejected the Messiah.  Christ was a stumbling stone to them rather than a clear path to 
God because they were seeking to obtain righteousness through keeping the law.  Those who trust 
Christ are no longer under the curse of  the law. 
Questions (vv. 1-4):  
1) Paul finishes chapter 9 telling us that most Jews missed the gospel and that the Gentiles have 
obtained it. Why was Christ a stumbling stone to the Jewish people?  Why did they miss the 
gospel?   

• The Jews had a deep awareness that they needed righteousness to go before God, but they 
pursued righteousness through their own works.  Christ was a stumbling stone to the religious 
for several reasons:  Jesus came as a suffering savior not as a triumphant King.  They 
stumbled over the truth that the gospel was for both Jew and Gentile.  In other words the Jews 
had a sense of  superiority over the Gentile and had a hard time believing that others could be 
right with God apart from the works or keeping of  the law.  They missed the gospel because 
they had a harder time seeing their sin (being around religion) and recognizing their need of  
the gospel. 

2) Why might a person who grew up in church miss the gospel? 
• Keeping rules and knowing bible stories can make it hard to be honest about our sin and 

seeing our need for Christ.  Christ can be a stumbling stone for those in church because of  
pride.  Religious people seek righteousness through works, through human effort, making it 
harder to completely trust in the finished work of  Christ.  The presence of  sin in the religious 
person can be masked by living a good life and not living as bad as those outside of  the 
church. 

3) If  God is sovereign over salvation, why do you think it is important to pray for those who do 
not know Christ? 

• God being sovereign over salvation and the command to pray is a beautiful mystery, but 
throughout scripture we see the people of  God interceding on behalf  of  those who do not 
know Him or who are opposed to Him. Abraham, Moses, the Prophets, Paul, etc.. We are 
told to approach the throne with confidence and to pray without ceasing (1 Thes. 5:17). It is 
important because we are commanded to pray and because God hears the prayers of  His 
people. !!!



Observing the text (vv. 5-13):  
Paul quotes the Old Testament in verses 5-8 to show the contrast between righteousness based on 
faith and righteousness based on the law.  He uses this quote to apply to Christ.  Christ has 
provided our salvation through His incarnation (coming from heaven to earth) and resurrection 
(coming back from the dead).  God’s salvation is near, it is right in front of  us and accomplished 
by Christ Jesus.  This quote sets up verses 9-13 in that whoever calls upon the name of  the Lord 
shall be saved.  Confessing Christ as Lord in this context is similar to that found in Matthew 
10:32-33.  The acknowledgment that Jesus is the Messiah (His work) and Lord (His deity) and 
those that believe this in their heart are justified and saved.  The outward confession of  Christ 
gives evidence of  inward faith from the heart.  There is no shame in knowing Christ, we are 
justified and no longer carry the guilt and condemnation of  our sin.  Paul reminds us in v. 12 that 
the riches of  Christ are for all people not just for the Jews. 
Questions (vv. 5-13): 
1) Paul refers to Jesus’ death and resurrection in verses 5-8, why are both critical to our salvation? 

• If  we believe that Jesus died for our sins only but was not resurrected, how can we be sure 
that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins? Also, if  Jesus never died or was never 
sacrificed for our sins, then how could God’s requirement for our sin be satisfied?  Both Jesus’ 
death and resurrection are critical for by one (His death) we were forgiven and by the other 
(His resurrection) we can have a future hope.   

2) Up to this point, Paul has made it clear that we are justified only through the righteousness of  
Christ.  In these verses Paul makes it clear how that is applied to a person’s life.  What do these 
verses tell us about how someone becomes a follower of  Christ? 

• The confessing of  Christ is more of  an acknowledgement that Jesus is the Christ and Lord 
over our lives.  When someone identifies with Jesus as Lord, it comes from the heart.  It is not 
enough to say just words or know the facts about Jesus, but trust in the complete work of  
Christ (repentance or trust transfer from self  to Christ). 

• Paul repeats in verse 10 what he has said already in verse 9.  In both verses he talks about 
believing in the heart and the confessing of  the mouth.  These two conditions are basically 
inseparable. An outward profession of  Christ with the mouth cannot stand alone, but must be 
the possession (belief) of  faith from within the heart. 

3) Paul uses the word “saved” multiple times in this chapter.  People can have different ideas of  
what this means.  Talk about what all is wrapped up in the word “saved.” Refer to Romans 
5:9-11. 

• We are saved from God’s wrath.  Saved from the power of  sin.  Saved to walk in newness of  
life.  Saved in being reconciled back to God. Saved to be a blessing to others.  Saved to 
proclaim the gospel.  Saved to a new hope of  resurrection. !!!!!!!!!!



Observing the text (vv. 14-17):  
These verses again reveal a mystery between God being sovereign over the salvation of  mankind 
(chapter 9) and the command for us to preach the gospel (chapter 10).  God chose to use the 
means of  preaching the gospel to bring about the salvation of  His people.  From the previous 
verses we learn that both Jew and Greek can call on the name of  the Lord to be saved.  People 
can only call on the name of  the Lord when they hear the gospel.  People can only hear the 
gospel when it is proclaimed to them.  The gospel will be proclaimed only when someone is sent. 
Questions (vv. 14-17):   
1) Based on these verses, by what means does God use to save people? 

• Man is responsible to repent and believe the gospel. God saves by sending His people to 
proclaim the word of  Christ.  

2) We are clearly commanded to proclaim the gospel in these verses.  What truth did we learn in 
chapter 9 that should give us a peace and a confidence when we share the gospel?  

• It is not our place nor in our power to save people.  God is the one who saves.  We are to be 
faithful to proclaim and live out the gospel with our lives.  As believers we have confidence 
when we proclaim the truth because we know the end:  God will save a people for Himself  
and has purposed this work from before the foundation of  the world. In the end people from 
every tongue tribe and nation will worship Him. !

Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and starting with questions 1-3 
below): 
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 
4) Who do you know that needs Jesus?  Consider praying for them now and ask God to give you 
a greater burden for those who do not know Him? !


