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Let’s open our Bibles to Philippians chapter 4. This is our last message in this series 
through the book of Philippians. I hope it's been a rich season for you as the Lord has 
spoken to us about joy of living and about living life that is for Christ and Christ alone. As 
we come to Philippians 4 today, I don't have the voice to add a lot of extra stuff, and so 
there may be times where I just read from my notes. You might think, “I wish he’d explain 
that a little bit more.”  
 

In these last few verses of Philippians, Paul is excited. He is very excited. He’s 
rejoicing, and he's rejoicing greatly. When you come to these last few verses of Philippians, 
you find that this is the real occasion of why he’s writing. The church at Philippi had sent him 
money, and he was excited about that. Do you get excited about that? I get excited about 
that. I got excited this morning when Brooke Davis walked up to me and handed me the 
plastic bag that’s sitting here on the front. She just returned from Boston, and to everybody 
who goes to Boston, I always say, “Go by the Flour Bakery and eat a homemade pop tart for 
me.” And this morning, Brooke Davis walked up and handed me a homemade pop tart from 
the Flour Bakery in Boston. So between services, I might wipe my lips a little bit and eat a 
homemade pop tart. 

 
Paul was excited, because the church at Philippi had sent him a gift and sent him 

money. He was excited, but not because he was in need. He was excited because of their 
heart and their concern. He was excited about what it meant for their life and their heart 
and their eternity. He was excited about what it said about them and what it said to him 
about them and their care for him.  

 
We will begin in chapter four, verse ten. It says, “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that 

now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me.” 
 
Paul was excited. He was saying, “I have rejoiced.” It was something that had started 

in the past and was continuing to that very moment. And he doesn't just say, “I rejoice.” 
There are other times he has encouraged us through the letter to the church at Philippi and 
said, “Rejoice, again I say rejoice. Rejoice in the Lord!” He repeats that over and over again as 
the outward expression of an inward contentment, peace, and joy that we have in Christ. 
He's giving an expression to it with enthusiasm. He doesn’t just say, “I rejoice,” he says, “I 
rejoice in the Lord.” And this rejoicing in the Lord was a testimony to his relationship with 



Christ, that his rejoicing was something that was happening in the fellowship that he had 
through his relationship with Jesus Christ. But it wasn't just his relationship in the Lord, it 
was a picture of him being in the Lord and the church at Philippi the Lord. That’s been an 
obvious revelation to me in the study this week from the book of Philippians. This repeated 
statement of “in the Lord” was not isolated to just one purpose; what Paul was describing 
was a family of faith. He says, “We're in the Lord. We're in a fellowship with Christ. You’re in 
Christ, I’m in Christ, we are in Christ together. We're a family of faith, and in that fellowship 
of believers who have bound together with Christ.”  

 
The Scripture teaches that Christ is the head of the church. He says, “In this, I rejoice.” 

And he says, “I rejoice in the Lord greatly.” He just keeps adding on by saying, “I rejoice in 
the Lord, but I rejoice in the Lord with you more than usual. More than normal - not just an 
everyday rejoicing, but right now when I get to the end of this letter, I want you to know 
that I'm rejoicing greatly, exuberantly, and overwhelmingly!” Do you know what that's like? 
Do you know what it's like to celebrate, but other times you celebrate just a little bit more? 
Do you know what that's like? We celebrate on our birthdays, but we celebrate greatly on 
16, don’t we? We celebrate on our birthdays, but there's a big difference in the way we 
celebrate on birthday 50 from birthday 51. We celebrate birthday 90 a little different than 
we celebrate birthday 87.  

 
Paul is saying, “What has happened in my life right now is a celebration that has 

caused me to rejoice, and I rejoice greatly! This is big!” Why was it big? What had happened? 
What had come through for him? What made the difference? Why was this not everyday 
rejoicing as he's told us to rejoice no matter the circumstances? Why does he say that now 
he’s rejoicing greatly? What was it? He says, “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at 
length you have revived your concern for me.” Paul was stirred by that. He was in prison, in 
chains, suffering persecution, longing to be with the church at Philippi, wondering how 
they're doing, and concerned about them. But then Epaphroditus walks in. It wouldn't have 
been like when you hear that little whining engine out in the cul-de-sac coming up the 
street and you know, “Here comes the mailman!” It wasn’t like there was a flag raised 
outside. He just showed up. 

 
 “Paul, you have a visitor!” 
  
“Who is it?” 
 
“He says his says is Ephaph - something.”  
 



Just use your imagination and think about how it must've been for him to receive a 
visitor from Philippi after years. And it was not just a person, but a gift. He says, “ I rejoiced in 
the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me” as he writes this 
letter back to them. I've been captured this week for days by this thought of a revival of 
concern. The word “revival” here translated in the ESV is a Greek word that's something like 
anathalló. I don’t really know exactly how to say it, and you won't necessarily remember to 
use it this week. When you look back at that word and see how it was used in the past, do 
you know what that word was used for over and over and over again? It's crazy.  

 
Today is March 18. It’s springtime, and the very Greek word that was used in their 

culture to describe what's going on outside these doors is exactly this word that's used here 
for their concern. It is the same word that was used for “blossoming again.” It is shoots 
sprouting forth again, green leaves coming on dead wood, flowers budding and blooming. 
The revival that we are seeing outside as another spring rolls through is exactly the word 
that was used here to describe the Philippian concern for the apostle Paul.  

 
It’s like Paul is saying, “Your concern for me has bloomed today. Your concern for me 

is new growth today. Your concern for me today are the daffodils that are sprouting out of 
the ground and opening in yellow bloom.  Your concern for me today is like the tulip trees 
that are opening out. Your concern for me today is like the dogwoods that are budding.” 
He’s saying, “Today, you have come alive in your concern for me, and in that, I rejoice 
greatly!”  

 
What drives me to be here this morning is a very very excited but heavy sense of 

burden to call to you as my church family. The Spirit of God put a call on my heart early this 
week. I think it was Tuesday when I sat down to begin to write out some notes about this 
passage of Scripture and within about 10 minutes, I had written the outline for this message. 
I knew a sense of where God wanted us to go. I felt like I'd heard from the Spirit of the Lord 
as I looked at these verses. And all week long, through the coughing and hacking and loss of 
voice and whispering and the struggling throughout this week, I kept thinking, “Lord, I’ve 
got to get to Sunday. And if I can't be there Sunday, then You don't want this message 
delivered.” I stand before you here today believing that God has given me the voice to 
extend to you a call for a revival of concern.  

 
I'm calling you to a revival of concern. Listen closely. A revival of concern is needed in 

our church family that starts with me as your pastor. A revival of concern is needed for the 
Great Commission as the command of Jesus to make disciples. We say that our mission is 
making wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ. And I stand before you today to call my 
heart and your heart to a revival of concern for our community, for our nation, and for our 



world. We have trophied the phrase, “Let’s open our Bibles on Sundays,” but an open Bible 
on Sunday should lead to open eyes on Monday and open hearts on Tuesday and open 
mouth on Wednesdays and open concern for others and one another all week long. 

 
It grieves me to pick up the phone and call someone and hear from them, “It's been 

about six weeks, maybe eight weeks since I've been at church, and you're the first person 
I've heard from.” It grieves me because it took me six weeks, eight weeks to open my heart 
to the cares of others. Do with me an inventory assessment. How many people in this week 
have you prayed for by name to be saved? How many times passing that house on your 
street or your road have you wondered about the lostness in that house or the eternity of 
those living behind you or the pain that they may be walking through that nobody else will 
ask about or maybe even know about? Who have you invited to be with you at church this 
morning?  

 
When's the last time you were heavy hearted for those you work with? For those 

you play on teams with? For those that live in your neighborhood? When's the last time you 
met a need by giving someone money, time, food, or prayers? Those are the questions that I 
have wrestled with all week for my own life. A revival of concern unfolds in three ways. A 
revival of concern means we number one, take the opportunities that have been given to 
us. God in His sovereignty and in His providence has placed us here as a part of Watkinsville 
First Baptist Church in a community that is in a location that we call Oconee County. We’re 
right on the line of Clarke County. Will we take the opportunities that have been given to us 
to be concerned, to give thought to those around us? Will we, like the church at Philippi find 
a way to get money, to get gifts, to get care, to get love to those around us? The church at 
Philippi had taken advantage of opportunities on multiple occasions. Scripture tells us here 
that twice while he was in Thessalonica and now while he's in Rome, the church at Philippi 
had reached into their coffers and given money to help Paul be able to meet the needs of 
life and ministry. 

 
What opportunities do we have in our congregation? What opportunities do we 

have in our community to fulfill the Great Commission? Think about our community. We've 
talked a lot about the world, and our church has given a celebratory offering to reach the 
nations these past few months in our Acts 1:8 offering. I want to ask you to think with me 
for a moment about our community and the opportunities that God has given to us as a 
family that refer to ourselves as Watkinsville First Baptist. We have opportunities in every 
generation. We have opportunities to make an eternal difference in a generation of children 
and teenagers. Oconee County is recognized as one of the healthiest counties in the state, 
one of the most efficient and educated counties, and one the most economically sound 
counties in the state. But I would suggest to you that our county desperately needs revival - 



spiritual awakening, a passion for Christ, and an enthusiasm about who Jesus Christ is and 
the difference that He makes in everyday life.  

 
We have opportunities before us among children and teenagers. There are five high 

schools in our county plus a pile of homeschooling families. We have all the supporting 
schools of five high schools, of elementary and middle school schools, public and private 
schools. The teenagers are here, and they desperately need a church that has a revival of 
concern for them in the teen years. They are being assaulted repetitively, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, with every tweet, and every Instagram post. The world is in their pocket 
and after their heart. We live in a community with 2,500 students that drive into campus at 
UNG, less than 3 miles from here. We live in a community that has 35,000 students at the 
University of Georgia, and it burdens me somewhat that we may be losing our passion to 
reach the community that is around us when we think about college students. But think 
about this friends, the opportunity that God has given us - I read yesterday that in the class 
of 2018 that has been accepted at the University of Georgia which actually is referred to as 
the class of 2022 - in that class there are 49 states represented in that class. I do not know 
which one is not in there. I would imagine if there is a student in that state that they would 
immediately be accepted! I mean, who would not want to be able to say that there were 
students from all 50 states?  

 
So there are 49 states represented this fall at the University of Georgia coming in. 

There are 65 different nations. We say, “Let's go to the world and tell them about Jesus. 
Let’s buy a plane ticket and fly to the other side of the world.” Or, let’s drive 2 miles across 
the river to International Housing and tell the world about Jesus Christ. What a community 
that God has placed us in! When I think about this college community, do you know what a 
high majority of those 6,000+ students have coming to our campus? They have a dad like 
me that’s hoping somewhere over there in Athens there will be somebody that will care 
about their daughter and care about their son when they get there. Because there's a lot of 
sons and daughters that'll be there that want to wreak havoc in their life and want to set 
them on a course for the world instead of setting them on the course for heaven. When I 
think about my daughter and I think about my son at Auburn, I think, “God, would You make 
sure that there's a church there that loves Jesus and loves students and will go after them, 
because I can't get to them! You hear me?”  

 
I think about my daughter it's an 11th grade here at North Oconee and my son that's 

an eighth grader at Malcom Bridge, and I say, “Somebody, get in those schools. Somebody 
get in their life and let them know Jesus is more than just a message of a preaching dad. Let 
them see it in the hearts and lives of dentists and builders and teachers and vice presidents 
of companies and doctors and mechanics and accountants.  



 
We need a revival of concern. I have aging parents. They are in their late 70s. 

Fortunately, they are at a stage of life where they are able to take care of some others that 
are in their 70s and 80s. But like so many of you, concerned about your aging parents, we 
have an opportunity in our community to give attention to those in their aging years. Many 
of those who are moving here to live with you are moving here to be around you because 
you have their grandkids with you. I think about my son and his wife living in Atlanta now. 
They are a young couple, now married three years. I think about them in the Virginia 
Highlands area, and I think, “Oh Lord Jesus, thank you. Thank you that there was a small 
group in a church that reached out to them one Sunday. Thank you for the testimony that 
when I called them they say, ‘No, we’re busy Friday night. We’re getting together with our 
small group at church.’” Thank you Jesus, that there was a concern within walking distance 
of their life for their souls.  

 
God, give us a revival of concern for our community; give us a revival of concern for 

our nation. We must take the opportunities that have been given to us. We have the 
opportunity before us to be a part of a church plant in the city of Boston, a city that is less 
than 5% evangelical. On September ninth, Jonathan Mosley, who stood before us several 
times and worshipped with us as a college student, he and his wife Chelsea and their 
newborn will open the doors to a brand-new church called Kings Hill in Mission Hill 
community of Boston, Massachusetts. Jonathan asked for our help. The opportunity is 
before us for us to send resources to them, to take advantage of this opportunity to love 
them and help them. And maybe some of you, even in this room right now would mark in 
your mind, “I’m going to check airline tickets for the weekend of September 9. I want to be 
in that worship service on that weekend in Boston to help with sound or help with the 
nursery or help with greeting or help with parking or help with seating or help with 
doughnuts or help with coffee. I want to be there to help this new church plant in Boston.” 

 
A revival of concern means we take the opportunities that have been given to us. A 

revival of concern means that we give the resources that have been provided to us. That’s 
number two: a revival of concern means we give the resources that have been provided to 
us. The church at Philippi looked in their pockets, looked in their life, and they found the 
resources that they had, and they pulled those together, and they made an eternal 
investment by meeting the temporary needs of the apostle Paul. Paul didn't see it as need, 
he just saw it as a blessing. He says in verse 14, “yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.” 
Think about that. They were showing kindness, and he says,  

 
“Yet it was kind of you to share  my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves 

know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered 



into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in 
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, 
but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. I have received full payment, and 
more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a 
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.” 
 
A revival of concern means that we, like the church at Philippi, must give the 

resources that have been provided to us. If we have a revival of concern for our community 
like I've described, it will cost us. It will cost us time, and it will cost our abilities and our 
experience, and it will cost money. It will cost money, but we must - and this is not original 
with me, but it has struck my heart as something to cling to: “We must be driven by the 
mission, or we will be driven by the cost.” Credit to Andy Mineo. “We must be driven by the 
mission, or we will be driven by the cost.” And I'm calling on you in this revival of concern to 
not be driven by the cost, but to be driven by the mission. And that's why I say we need a 
revival of concern for the Great Commission.  

 
We have been commissioned to make disciples. We have been commissioned to go 

to Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and the ends of the earth. We have been 
commissioned to be His witnesses, and Paul says that your earthly investment is accruing to 
your heavenly dividends. God calls for us to fulfill the mission, regardless of the cost. It takes 
resources. It takes resources for tools. Over the next few weeks or the next few months as 
the school years come, every student in Oconee County will be provided with a computer or 
tablet of some sort. Imagine that! When I talk to you about the thousands of students in 
our county, our county is taking the resources to put into the hand of every student a 
computer or a tablet. Why? Because it's a tool for learning. You and I have a responsibility to 
purchase and provide the tools that we need to make disciples and to equip people and 
encourage people and gather people.  

 
This year, Oconee County will open a brand-new elementary school. That 

elementary school will cost $13 million. At least that's the estimate. I don't know what the 
final price will be, but the estimate is $13 million. Why would we spend $13 million on brick 
and mortar and wiring and security and glass and doors to teach people how to add one 
plus one? Because we see it as a tool for effective learning. We see it as a philosophy of 
education, and I would say to you that there's a philosophy of the way that we do ministry 
as a church. Part of that is providing tools, and resources are required for that. In the 
months ahead, I'll call on you to build some new space. I'll call on you to take some trips. I'll 
call on you to serve this community in prayer and love them in a myriad of ways, and it'll 
take resources.  

 



Third and finally, a revival of concern means that we take the opportunities that have 
been given to us. We give the resources that have been provided to us, and we believe the 
promises that have been made to us. In these verses of Scripture, there are two promises 
that many have already memorized, and if you haven’t, please do? They are the promises 
that God used in the early minutes of this morning to push me here. Promises like 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through him who strengthens me,” and Philippians 4:19: 
“My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

 
For there to be a revival of concern, we must believe the promises that have been 

made to us. It's not by our strength. It's not by our might. It's not about our riches. Hear me. 
It's not by our education. It’s not our skill. It's not by our abilities to create. Fulfilling the 
Great Commission will be by us believing the promises that He has made to us. And He will 
gloriously provide, according to His riches.  

 
Paul says, “My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches.” That 

means in infinite measure. What is the motivation? His glory? And when you think about it, 
when we let go of the resources that He has given to us in our lives to be used for His 
commandments and being obedient to Him, He gets the glory. He looks glorious. He looks 
amazing. 

 
So in conclusion, for there to be a revival of concern, there must be repentance of 

sin. There are two major areas that we must repent of. Number one is selfishness. We’ve got 
to repent of questions like, “How will this affect me?” and “What about my needs?” and 
“What about my preferences?” And we must remember the words of Paul, who says, “for me 
to live is Christ and to die is gain.” And for Paul, living was dying to self. And for Paul, dying 
to self meant living for others. He wanted to go to heaven, but he said, “I'll stay here in 
preference for what you need.” We must repent of selfishness, and we must repent of 
forgetfulness. 

 
I want you to notice this passage. Psalm 106 verses 21 through 23. In this passage, we 

find that the sin of God's people was forgetfulness. It was forgetfulness. It  says,  
“They forgot God, their Savior, 
    who had done great things in Egypt, 
wondrous works in the land of Ham, 
    and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 
Therefore he said he would destroy them— 
    had not Moses, his chosen one, 
stood in the breach before him, 
    to turn away his wrath from destroying them.” 



 
 Great things, wondrous works, awesome deeds. They had forgotten that. And I fear 

friends, that you and I may be on the verge of forgetting what God has done in our life. 
What God has done, our Savior, the great things He's done, the wondrous works He’s done. 
And I believe that He wants us to see those same great things, those additional wondrous 
works and those additional awesome deeds done in a revival of concern for our community. 
We must repent if we have forgotten the great things and wondrous works and awesome 
deeds that God has done. 

 
So where does this revival begin? It begins by drawing a circle and putting yourself in 

it and saying, “Lord, in this circle today, would you bring revival to every person in it? Would 
you bring revival to me? A revival of concern? And I repent of my selfishness and I repent of 
my forgetfulness.”  

 
Today, maybe this sermon will be like a firestarter, not the whole fire, but the 

starting of a fire and the revival of concern. And in the days and weeks ahead, I'll be asking 
you to join me in the revival of concern that's more demanding than I've ever asked, that’s 
more costly than we've ever faced, and more faith stretching than we have ever believed, 
but more life giving then we have ever tasted.  To God be the glory.  

 
Father, for you. Not for us to be bigger or not for us to be better but for us to be 

obedient. Would You give to our heart, our church, and our community, a revival of concern 
for the Great Commission? In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 
 


