
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life.* 

Why Parables?. In Definition the word parable comes the Greek word ‘parabole,’ which means 
“a placing beside” and therefore is a comparison or an illustration. The gospels of  Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke contain about 30 of  these stories while John’s gospel contains no parables but 
does use figures of  speech. A parable is a story taken from real life (or real life situation) from 
which a moral or spiritual truth is drawn. They are not fables (talking animals/walking trees). 
They are not allegories where every detail has hidden meaning.  They are basically an earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning.  

Parable of  the Wedding Feast 

Context of  this parable.  The Wedding Feast is the third parable that Jesus spoke to the 
religious and political leaders during His final week in Jerusalem.  The first was the Parable of  the 
Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32) where Jesus describes the chief  priests and religious leaders like 
two sons but connects them to the son who appears to obey but does not.  The second was the 
Parable of  the Wicked Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46) where Jesus shows the religious leaders that 
He is well aware of  their plot to take ownership of  His kingdom and to kill Him.  In the final 
parable, that of  the Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14), Jesus again shows these men how they are 
wickedly rejecting the kindness and graciousness of  God who has invited them to the wedding 
feast of  His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Read Matthew 22:1-14 - Introduction and observation questions  
Goal: 
To understand that God invites people to partake in the kingdom of  heaven but many miss the 
kingdom due to their own carelessness and being drawn away by the cares of  this world. We 
enter the kingdom of  heaven only when clothed in proper clothing - the righteousness provided 
by the king. 

Introductory Questions: 
What are weddings like in your culture? 
Describe the most impressive wedding celebration you ever attended. Were you ever surprised by 
anyone in attendance? What did people wear? Was there anyone that looked out of  place? 

Introduction: 
Several times Jesus used the example of  a wedding banquet to describe what the kingdom of  
heaven is like. Pay close attention to the story to discover what kind of  people are invited and why 
many are in danger of  missing heaven’s banquet, according to Jesus. 
Reading the Passage: 
Have the group read the passage silently before you discuss it. Then have someone retell the story 
in their own words. Discuss any words that might be unfamiliar to people in the group. 

Matthew 22:1-14 



Observation Questions: 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus said that the kingdom of  heaven is like the banquet described in this story.  
If  this is so, who do you think the king in the story represents? 
Who is the son? 

Who would the servants represent? 

Who would the guests represent? 

Why do you think Jesus used the idea of  a banquet to represent heaven? 

v 1-7 - How would you react if  you were invited to a wedding for the son of  the ruler or president 
of  your country? 

What is the reaction of  the first set of  invited guests in the story? 

The Bible says that God extends an invitation to us. He is knocking at the door waiting for us to 
invite him into our lives (Rev. 3:20). If  people are like the guests in the story, what kind of  
responses could we expect to God’s invitation? 

v 8-10 - Who finally gets to come to the wedding? 

How are these people different from what you expect wedding guests to be? 

If  the wedding represents God’s kingdom, what kind of  people will be part of  God’s kingdom 
according to this story? 

v 11-13 -Why was one of  the guests cast out of  the wedding? 

What do you think would be appropriate clothing for the kingdom of  heaven? 

How do you think one might obtain such clothing? “Put on Christ” and “Exchange our sin for 
His righteousness” Romans 13:14, 2 Cor. 5:21 

There are many parallels to this question in the bible.  A great reference is in Genesis when 
Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 3:6-9, 21).  After they sinned, what did they do?  After they were 
found by God, what did God do for them?  What do the fig leaves represent?  What does the skin 
of  a sacrificed animal represent?  How is this applicable to this parable and to those who want to 
enter the kingdom?  

What type of  person might this represent? Those who are deceived.  References Matthew 
7:21-23, Galatians 6:7-9 

v 14 - Jesus concludes his story by saying, “Many are called, but few are chosen.” How is this true 
in the story? 



What do you think Jesus intended this statement to mean in regard to the kingdom of  heaven? 
A summary of  this parable and the statement Jesus makes in this verse is that God invites many 
to be a part of  His kingdom, but only a few are chosen by Him.  Without getting into a heated 
debate about what this means with your group, Jesus makes it clear that many are invited but 
only a few accept the invitation and enter based on having the proper clothing: The righteousness 
of  Christ.    

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) The religious leaders of  Jesus’ time rejected his teaching and his authority. The common 
people, including social outcasts, sinners, and prostitutes, heard him gladly. How is this applicable 
today?  Who are the most likely to accept the invitation of  salvation? 
5) What do you think Jesus is trying to accomplish by telling this story? 
6) What type of  person would need to hear this story?  How can stories like this be effective as 
we witness to our family, friends, and neighbors? 
7) What is the point that Jesus is trying to make about needing the proper wedding garment?  
How does this impact the way that we live?  The idea of  following Jesus based on having His 
righteousness by grace vs. trying to earn it on our own. 

Prayer 
Father, thank you for the invitation to be apart of  your kingdom.  Help us to see that it is not our 
own merit or good deeds that allow us to enter in, but only through your grace and being clothed 
by the righteousness of  Jesus.  Let us be faithful ‘servants’ that go and invite others to the great 
wedding feast!  

*Resources and quotes used for this study guide:  searchingthescriptures.net


