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Let's open our Bibles to Romans chapter 15. I want to ask you to think with me for 
just a moment about the weeks ahead. I’ve been asking the Lord, “What would You have me 
give my summer to this year? Where do you want me to put focus and energy? What is this 
summer for?” As I have prayed that prayer, almost before I could finish asking that, there 
was one word that I felt echoing in my heart and my mind in answer to that prayer. It’s the 
word “relationships.” I shared with our lead staff team this past week that I believe God 
would have me give my summer to relationships. I’m not sure exactly how that will unfold 
and how it will be unpacked, but I know that in a very intentional way God is saying, “Pour 
life into relationships.”  

 
I want you to consider what God would have you give your summer to. During my 

growing up days, I thought of summer as June, July, and August. Summer wasn't over until 
Labor Day was over. That’s changed a little in our culture. It feels a little bit more like in our 
location that summer is more like May, June, and July. Now you might say that it’s more like 
June and July. You might even say, “Really summer for me is like one week in June.” It seems 
like summer is shrinking all the time. But when it's 92° outside in May, it's gotta be summer.  

 
Seasons are changing. I’m thinking specifically about May, June, and July and how I 

want to invest in relationships. I want to ask you to think about what would God have you 
give your summer to. Before you get too far down the road in that prayer, I want to suggest 
to you that maybe together God would have us give our summer to relationships. Maybe in 
these next three months, in this season, our time and energy and focus would be us giving 
our energy to our most valuable relationships.  

 
When you come to Romans chapter 15, you’re closing in on this massive theological 

mountain of what it means for us to be reconciled to our Creator God. Sin has separated us 
from God. He's holy. We aren’t. And that sin separates us from God our Creator. The apostle 
Paul writes this letter to the church at Rome while he is in Corinth. He tells us what God has 
done. He uses big words. He uses deep phrases. People who have taught Scripture have 
taken their whole ministry career - decades - and never left the book of Romans. It's 
massive. It's thick. It's heavy. The mysteries of the Gospel are there -justification and 
sanctification and glorification. Repentance and redemption and forgiveness and grace and 
mercy. These are all words we think of as biblical words, and they are in Romans.  

 



When you get to the last part of Romans chapter 15, all of a sudden everything that 
Paul has been saying about this horizontal relationship with God our Creator shifts to 
becoming Paul talking about vertical relationships with other people. Don't miss that. We 
can be so theologically informed and still far away from it making a difference in everyday 
life. Our horizontal relationship with Jesus Christ is not singular. What you see in God's word 
is that when we become right with God, the overflow is that we begin to be right in our 
horizontal relationships with other people. A healthy, close, and encouraging relationship 
with Christ produces healthy, close, encouraging relationships with others. If one is broken 
and distant and discouraging, you can guarantee that the other will be as well.  

 
Satan, our enemy, comes after both. The enemy comes after our relationship with 

God. The enemy comes after our relationships with others. If he can find a weak place in 
one, he knows that it opens the door to the other. Satan wants to separate us from others. 
He wants to separate us from God. He wants to isolate us from others. He wants to isolate 
us from God. He also wants to annihilate, to decimate, to wreak havoc in our life. And he 
will work as a lion, the Bible says, seeking whom he may devour. He roams around as a lion. 
He has schemes, plans, and strategy.  

 
When we think of the apostle Paul, we think of a brilliant man. We think of him as 

having great insight and knowing the mysteries of the Gospel. If we’re asked, “In all of 
recorded history, who's the greatest Christian that's ever lived?” Paul is going to be at the 
top of our list. This apostle wrote so much of the New Testament. Write in your mind a 
description of the apostle Paul. Who is he? Strong, bold, courageous, enduring, persevering, 
wise, bright, brilliant, trained, encouraging, prayer warrior. How long does it take us to get 
down the list to recognize that the apostle Paul was a people person? He loved people! 
Does that register with you? In all of Paul's writings, we do find the truth of the Gospel. We 
find the great news of Jesus, but the apostle Paul never separated that from personal 
relationships with other people. He saw it as the factor in personal relationships with other 
people. His reconciliation with God allowed him to be reconciled to others. His forgiveness 
and grace and mercy that he had experienced with God allowed him to cross lines of 
cultural barriers and ethnic barriers and class barriers and even educational barriers. 

 
What Christ did in tearing down the wall of sin, Paul also saw as being what tore 

down the wall between other people. It may be easy for us to miss the apostle Paul's 
exuberant and passionate love for people. Paul, as Warren Wiersbe says, “was not just a soul 
winner, he also was a friend maker.” Throughout the writings of the New Testament, you 
see the apostle Paul wrote these letters. A big part of the letter writing was him connecting 
to those he held so dear in his heart and life.  

 



Look in Romans chapter 15. Paul is coming down from this theological mountain of 
salvation. He begins to speak very practically that he wants to see the people of Rome that 
he is writing to, and he's making his way to Jerusalem to deliver money. He's been collecting 
an offering, and he wants to get this offering to Jerusalem, and he wants them to be able to 
see that others care about them and have their needs met. He's not sure if he's going to 
make it, and he's concerned about those who are unbelievers maybe taking his life before 
he can get there to Jerusalem with the offering.  

 
Look in verse 28 of Romans 15. He says, “When therefore I have completed this and 

have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. I know 
that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing  of Christ.” He’s saying to 
them, “God is in this. Christ is in this. I believe that I'm coming with the blessing of Jesus 
Christ.”  

 
Verse 30: “I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 

Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,  that I may be 
delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints, so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed 
in your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen.” 

 
The apostle Paul is saying, “I'm headed to Spain, but before I do that, I’ve got to 

deliver this offering. I need you to pray for me. I need you to pray that I won't be held up by 
unbelievers, and I need you to pray that those saints in Jerusalem will find our gift 
acceptable. And then if I can get to you, I know that being with you will bring great joy to 
my heart and great refreshing to my heart.” This morning, I just want you to think about if 
there's an absence of joy in your life. If you can say to yourself, “I really could use some 
times of refreshing in my life. I need some encouragement. I need somebody to put wind 
back in my sails” - the very possibility for that may lie in your relationships with others.  

 
When I mention to you the MVP, you know what I'm saying. Maybe you've gotten a 

response from somebody before when you’ve said something to them and they said, “No, 
you’re the real MVP.” The Most Valuable Player for any team, for any group, for any club, for 
a game, for a tournament, for a season is someone who has contributed so much, that 
without this person things would've been absolutely different. I want you to think not just 
about the MVP, but maybe if you will for just a moment about your MVRs- your Most 
Valuable Relationships. I want to ask you two questions. Who are your most valuable 
relationships? And number two: In what ways do your most valuable relationships need 
attention?  



Let me say something here about Romans 15 and 16. When Paul expresses here that 
he wants to get to Rome and he wants to see these people, he doesn't stop right there. 
There's another chapter in Romans. When we think about Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 and 
Romans 10:9,  these verses are commonly memorized. How many verses have you 
memorized from Romans chapter 16? Romans chapter 16 is basically a roll call of 
relationships. When you begin to read through these verses, it is Paul instructing the people. 
As you read this letter, he is telling them what to do when they are among people. In fact, in 
Romans, Paul instructs the people to greet each other nineteen times.  

 
In verse one of Romans 16, he says,  
 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant  of the church at 
Cenchreae, that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the 
saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a 
patron of many and of myself as well. 
 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked 
their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of 
the Gentiles give thanks as well. Greet also the church in their house. Greet 
my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. Greet 
Mary, who has worked hard for you. Greet Andronicus and Junia,  my kinsmen 
and my fellow prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and they were 
in Christ before me.  

 

Hear this. In Romans chapter 16, there are 33 names. He mentions 33 people by name. 
He mentions two households of people. He makes a couple of references to individuals 
without naming them. One of them was the “mother of Rufus.” He speaks of 33 specific 
names. 24 of those names were in Rome, and 9 of those names were in Corinth with him. In 
those 24 names that are mentioned in Rome to greet, 17 of them were men, and 7 of them 
were women. In the 9 that were with him in Corinth, 8 of them were men and 1 was a 
woman. It's really obvious that in Paul's description of his valuable relationships, it included - 
as you study the names and the background - that it included men, it included women, it 
included people of different ethnicities, it included people of different educations, it included 
people of different wealth levels. Relationships were so important to him.  

 
Who are your most valuable relationships? That’s the first question. I can’t answer 

that for you. I can't tell you who your Phoebe is. Who are your most valuable relationships? 
Let me give you some suggestions on how to recognize them. Your most valuable 
relationships, number one, are those that have loved you. They are that have shown an 



agape love, unconditional love. Those that have been patient and kind with no record of 
wrongs. Those that have loved you - who are they?  

 
Number two - they are those that have stayed with you. Those that over time 

through the hard, the good, the easy, through the sad, through the tears, through the joy, 
through the laughter. You look around, and there they are. They have stayed with you. For 
some of you, you’re maybe 60 years old and you think, “Who is that person that I think of 
today who’s stayed with me?” You may think automatically back to a guy you met in the 
first grade, and over all of these years, you haven't seen each other much and haven't spent 
a lot of time together, but you just know at any moment they will be there. That’s a valuable 
relationship. 

 
Number three: our most valuable relationships are those that have been honest with 

us. Proverbs teaches us that the wounds of a friend can be trusted. Our most valuable 
relationships are not those that tell us just what we want to hear. Our most valuable 
relationships are not those that just go along with wherever we're going along. Our most 
valuable relationships are not those that just encourage us to do whatever feels right. Our 
most valuable relationships are those that are willing to wound us because they love us so 
much.  

 
Number four: our most valuable relationships are those that have been sovereignly 

placed in our lives. Those who are in your life because God in His control, in His providence, 
in His value of who we are and who others are has placed them in your life. It's like a 
neighbor or a teammate. It’s like a classmate or a person you met your first year in college. 
It is that God in His design and His plan - not necessarily because you are in the same class 
or ethnicity or even the same likes or dislikes, but there is a person in your life that God 
makes valuable because He has them in your life for what He wants to do in their life.  

 
Number five: our most valuable relationships are those that have been 

Spirit-prompted in you. I’m talking about a relationship that is in your mind and in your 
heart that as you are going through your everyday life, the Spirit of God supernaturally 
prompts in your heart and mind the need to invest in that relationship. You've experienced 
that before? Where you’re riding along, you're just driving and you’re thinking about your 
grocery list and and all of a sudden, out of nowhere a name pops in your mind and you 
think, “I wonder what's going on with so and so? I haven't heard from them. It's been weeks 
since I saw them.” And you think of a person that you normally sit behind in church or 
person you normally pray with in a Sunday class. And all of a sudden, there is a Spirit-led 
supernatural prompting in your heart and mind where God brings someone to mind. 

 



But you may have also had this happen, where several weeks pass, and you interact 
with somebody and you find out what's going on in their life, and then you remember what 
they're talking about was about six weeks ago when the Spirit of God prompted you to 
check on them and pray for them. Let me tell you, folks, it's a supernatural work of the Spirit 
of God. In those valuable relationships that God has put in your life, sometimes you may get 
the call. Sometimes you may get the text. Sometimes you may get the visit, and you're on 
the receiving end of what God is doing where He is so strategically, caringly, lovingly put 
you in a valuable relationship that may alter your life from then.  

 
I was thinking about these names and I realized that none of these people knew that 

Paul was going to mention them.  After 15 chapters of Romans, do you really expect your 
name to come up in the book? Here they are reading this letter, and all of a sudden the 
names start rolling out of this letter. In verse 7 of chapter 16, he says, “Greet Andronicus and 
Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners.” Imagine them sitting up in the room and saying, 
“Paul just mentioned my name!”  

 
Who are these guys? He calls them “kinsmen;” maybe they were related. Paul was 

saying, “We spent some time in the slammer together. These were my prison buddies.” He 
mentioned “Andronicus and Junia, my kinsman and my fellow prisoners” and he calls them 
out by name. He is prompted to speak a word and maybe it became the encouragement 
they needed for them to say, “I'm not going to quit. It’s hard, but the apostle Paul called me 
out and reckon I'm going to stay with it.” Who are your most valuable relationships? 

 
The second question is: in what ways do your most valuable relationships need 

attention? How might you invest in these relationships? How might your relationship with 
your Heavenly Father overflow into your relationship with other people? Number one: your 
most valuable relationships need prayerful attention. Your most valuable relationships need 
someone laboring with them and for them in prayer. I hope tonight before your eyes close 
and sleep that there would be some tangible list of valuable relationships. You may not 
write down every family member, but you may say, “I need to invest in family relationships. I 
need to invest in neighborhood relationships.” You have names that would become who 
you labor for in prayer. 

 
In Romans 15:30, Paul said, “ I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by 

the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf.” The 
apostle Paul is saying to the church at Rome, “I need you to fight for me in prayer. You want 
to know what you can do? I need you to strive together.” The word “strive” comes out of 
the athletic world. It was a word that was used to describe two wrestlers going at it and 
fighting in a match. Paul is saying, “I need you to strive. I need you to wrestle before God. I 



need you to agonize before God. I need fervent prayer on my behalf.” In your most valuable 
relationships, I would challenge you this day to begin agonizing, to begin wrestling, to begin 
striving for that valuable relationship. No rote memorized “Now I lay me down to sleep, I 
pray the Lord my soul to keep.” I’m talking about war praying! Going to battle for them! 
Prayerful attention is needed in your valuable relationships. 

 
Number two: humble attention is needed. Philippians 2:3-4 speaks of humility that 

flows out of our heart because Christ is in our heart. The humility that he is speaking of is a 
humility like Christ where we consider the needs of others more important than ourselves. 
Your valuable relationships need you not to be thinking what you can get out of the 
relationship but need you to be thinking about what are the needs of that person in the 
relationship. Paul says in verse 1 of chapter 16, “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
servant of the church at Cenchreae,  that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy 
of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you.” That’s humble attention 
that Paul gave to Phoebe. He says, “for she has been a patron of many and of myself as 
well.” What does it mean to be a patron? To be a patron means that you’ve been a person 
who's been a financial supporter of another person. Paul is saying that what Phoebe's done 
in serving the church is that she's financially supported him and she's financially supported 
many others. But consider what she needs. I wonder in your life if those that have financially 
supported you, that you may for years have thought of yourself as the benefactor from that 
relationship - I wonder if it's time for you to give them humble attention. To where you 
think not about what you receive from them but what you can give to them.  

 
Number three: grateful attention. The most valuable relationships need grateful 

attention. Verse three of chapter 16: “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ 
Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches 
of the Gentiles give thanks as well.” Paul is giving here in written letter the names Prisca and 
Aquila, and they are likely Priscilla and Aquilla who are referred to in the latter chapters of 
the book of Acts. He’s saying, “They risked their lives for me, and I'm grateful. And other 
churches are grateful.” In your valuable relationships, this could be the day that you begin to 
invest gratitude and you show gratefulness. Who are they? How can you give Thanksgiving 
for those who’ve loved you and stayed with you and been honest with you and placed in 
your life by God?  

 
Number four: our most valuable relationships are those that need reconciled 

attention. Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians chapter 4. There may not be a passage in the 
New Testament that drives home more clearly how a vertical relationship with God impacts 
the horizontal relationship with other people than Ephesians chapter 4. Ephesians chapter 4 
talks about the unity in the body of Christ. Ephesians 4 talks about new life. Today, if I ask 



you to raise your hand and tell me how many of you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, 
the overwhelming majority of you would raise your hand. Let me ask you if your hand goes 
in the air - are you living the new life? There is new life in Christ. Our relationship with God is 
different, and it shows up in our relationship with other people being different. In Ephesians 
chapter 4, this reconciled attention is laid out in many words. Listen to what it looks like 
from Ephesians 4 verse 25: “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you 
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry and do not 
sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.” 

 
Let me pause there for a second. Do you remember what I said early on about the 

strategy and schemes of Satan? How he tries to separate us and isolate us and annihilate 
us? He is the one that comes to kill, steal, and destroy. Paul is saying here to give no 
opportunity to the devil.  

 
Verse 28-32:  

 
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with 

his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as 
fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ forgave you. 
 
What he's describing there is new life! That's the reality of a real Jesus living in your 

life giving you a new life! It overflows into you also being reconciled to other people. That's 
where the power comes from for that. That's where the ability comes from for that. It is the 
blood of Jesus Christ on the cross that covered our sins to where we cast those things and 
we “forgive one another as God in Christ forgave you.” He's describing a reconciled life. In 
your life, as you think about your most valuable relationships today - maybe it's a parent, 
maybe it’s a child, maybe it's a neighbor, maybe it’s college friend you’ve been separated 
from for a while. Maybe the investment this summer for this valuable relationship means 
there needs to be reconciliation. Remember, he is not saying that you agree with what's 
been done. He is not saying that you ignore what separated you. He's just showing the 
difference that Jesus can make in your relationship.  

 
Number five: valuable relationships need “in their presence” attention. For you to 

give time to your viable relationships, you need to get in their presence. Paul wrote and said, 



“I long to see you.” Remember that from Philippians and Romans chapter 15? He said, “I'm 
going to Spain, but I'm going to Spain by way of you. I’m coming to see you. We’re going to 
get together. I want to see you when I get to Rome.” When I look back over this list of five 
ways to give attention, I realize that the most valuable relationship of all is with Jesus Christ. 
That is the kind of attention it needs. This is the kind of attention that relationship needs.  

 
Before you ever start loving other people, before you ever start investing in other 

relationships, it could be that this is the day at the beginning of the summer where the most 
valuable relationship begins or changes. Your relationship with Christ needs prayerful 
attention. Your relationship with Christ needs humble attention. Your relationship with 
Christ needs grateful attention. Your relationship with Christ needs reconciled attention. 
Your relationship with Christ - I know He wants in His presence attention. As you make the 
list of human people, don't miss starting with investing in the most valuable relationship of 
all, and that is in Christ Jesus.  
 


