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Introduction                                                                                                                                        

January 2012

Dear Sister,

Have you ever wondered what Heaven will be like?  Do we turn into angels?  What will we 
do there?  Do we get to eat??  Will we recognize each other from our time here on Earth? 
What has happened to those I know who have died already?  Do my decisions now have 
an impact on my Eternity?  Or maybe you wonder if there even is a place called Heaven?

Perhaps you have heard about “end times prophecy” and it scared you.  Or you look 
around at current events and that’s even scarier.  Is there a plan?  Does God control what 
happens in the Middle East and in the United States and in my neighborhood and my own 
life?  Or is He just going to rush in and somehow save the day at some point?  Does it 
frustrate you that some pretty wretched folks seem to get away with evil while some 
innocent ones are victimized?

Maybe you hope there IS a Heaven because your life on Earth has been a nightmare.  And 
you can’t see how a loving God would let you suffer as you have.  Or maybe you are just 
depressed.  Nothing seems to help you feel better and everything seems pointless.  Being 
a part of this study is just one more thing you are trying but you secretly doubt there is help 
to be found.

None of these questions may describe you.  Instead, you may KNOW that Heaven is your 
home, that God has a definite plan, that He is accomplishing it and you want to learn all 
you can so as to increase your anticipation of living there.  Or maybe you have an 
altogether different reason for joining us in this study.

Whatever brought you here, I am glad you made it.  I have thought about you and prayed 
for you – even if I don’t know your name and didn’t know you were coming.  God has 
conceived a great love for you in my heart and I look forward to knowing you.  We are 
going to have an absolutely wonderful time together as we uncover “For Heaven’s Sake, 
What on Earth is God up to?”  I believe God has answers to your questions and that you 
can find them.

He does have a plan, dear one.  And it is going to thrill you!  We will never look at the world 
news events in the same old way.  We won’t need to worry if everything is going to turn 
out OK.  Our priorities and decisions and perspectives are going to be altered because we 
will know this plan.  And we will never be the same.
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At least that’s my prayer.  I pray that you will participate wholeheartedly in this study to see 
what God has in store for you personally.  It is no accident that you are here – God Himself 
has brought you.  (And you just thought you came with a friend!!)  The point of our time 
together is to cultivate in us all a love and longing for God.  While there is plenty of 
personal application along the way, this Bible study is designed so that we discover more 
of God – who He is and what He is doing.  Even just typing that causes me to pause and 
thank Him for choosing me to be part of His plan.  

This Bible study is designed to show us His plan.  From Eternity Past to Eternity Future.  
We will see that all that is going on here on Earth is part of God’s irrevocable plan to bring 
us to the most incredible place called Heaven.  He will accomplish His purpose.  Be sure 
you are a part of it!  Come to class each week for the lecture, take notes, and then do the 
homework assigned for the week in between lectures.  Some of it is hard and will take 
time.  Trust me, it will be worth it.  But even if you don’t do the homework, come to class 
anyway.  There are treasures in store for you and I don’t want you to miss them!

In any Bible study, especially one involving prophecy and eschatology, differing viewpoints 
and interpretations exist.  In this study, I cover several briefly but settle on the one that I 
believe best holds true to Scripture.  There may be topics where you hold another view 
from the one I present, and I want you to know that is fine.  You can even challenge me if 
you need to!  (But, please with grace and gentleness!)  All I want is to teach His Truth.  
Sometimes it seems less clear than others but we will endeavor to uncover it together.  
And, If you have comments or questions, feel free to email me at chamfam@bellsouth.net.

Well, I am anxious to get started.  I hope you are, too.  But first, I want to acknowledge 
some folks that have made this possible.  You may have noticed that my name is not on 
the front of this book.  No one’s is.  That’s because it has truly been a group effort.  I am 
the vehicle God used to write and speak but this is by far not a solo project.  While I could 
never cover with thanks everyone that made a contribution to this study, I do want to call 
out a few.  First, I want to publicly thank Stephanie Woefl for her gracious and capable 
leadership of the WFBC Women’s Ministry.  Stephanie, thank you for allowing me to teach 
and for providing such great support that I get to focus on just teaching.  You are a class 
act.  I hope more of you rubs off on me!  Next, my joy – my prayer team.  This is a group of 
Jesus-lovers that faithfully prays for me as I study, prepare, and teach AND for you as you 
participate in Bible study.  You are each a source of great delight to me.  We will learn 
together how rich your reward in Eternity will be because of the sweet incense of your 
prayers.  And I will be clapping and cheering on the front row as you receive personal and 
public accolades from God Himself.  Diane Deans, Jan Hager, Kipper Koslowsky, Renie 
Richards, Christy Price, Denise Brittain, Angela Clark, Dianna Hill, Theresa Simmons, Sue 
Fields and Melinda Smith – “Thank you” doesn’t even begin to describe my gratitude and 
love for each of you.  The real work has been done in your prayer closets – this study is 
just the aftermath.  Eternity will tell of what God has done through each of you.  Thank you 
for loving Jesus…and me.  I love you!
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For literary consultation – Lori Johnston, thank you.  I don’t think I would have moved 
ahead without your support and encouragement.  You are such a valuable resource for 
me!!  May God bless your socks off!!

Sweet Katie Woodall – you are a treasure!  I had no idea that beneath that gorgeous 
exterior and gentle demeanor lay such a gold mine of editing capabilities!  Wow, girl, I 
absolutely could NOT have finished this project without your expertise.  You couldn’t have 
possibly known what you were getting yourself into when you signed on to help!  You have 
sacrificed time (and probably sleep!) in order to see me through.  Thank you, Katie.  God 
Himself will reward you, both now and in Eternity, and I can’t wait to see what all He does! 
And, be forewarned – I have other projects in mind for you…

My family.  Wow.  Only the Lord knows the part they have played in getting this book to the 
printer.  Katie, it was your departure for college that God used to birth this study in my 
heart.  And now you are MRS. Jon Alligood and about to make me Queen Suzie.  My 
happiest times continue to be when we are all together – thank you for making that 
happen as often as it does. And thank you especially for your prayers for me during this 
time of preparation.  My firstborn, I love you!

Mary, now you are off to college and my heart breaks a little more.  You bring the sunshine 
when you come home.  Come on and shine some more!!  Thank you for your prayers and 
also for holding down the fort so I could break away for a bit and see this project through.  
Betsy and Chip think you are much more fun than I am for sure now!  My namesake, I love 
you!

And Chip and Betsy – thank you so much for your daily support and patience and 
encouragement.  While the older girls are off studying ‘til their heads explode at college 
(HA!), and Dad is off saving the world at work, you two are living the daily grind with me.  
Thank you, Chip, for your capable leadership that allowed me to work on this so much 
during your school days.  Betsy, thank you for working so hard independently and helping 
me with the other work I had to do.  You, too, are my heart’s desire, Chip, my perfect child 
– oh, I mean, my only son! – I love you!  And, Betsy – you will be my baby forever.  You are 
like finding an envelope with a million dollars in it – what a wonderful surprise!  I love you!

Paul, the world’s absolute best husband.  Your wisdom, your kindness, your 
encouragement, and especially the getaway you engineered were exactly what I needed to 
see this thing through.  You alone know what all I have gone through with this project – 
thank you for all you have done and continue to do for me.  I am so glad I get to “do life” 
with you!  And we are going to “do Eternity” together, too!  I can’t wait ‘til the chance to 
grab your hand and run to the Throne of Him who saved us.  Together, we will bow before 
Him, and in joyful, humble gratitude, present the ones He gave us to train.  And their ones.  
And their ones’ ones.  And on and on. Isaiah 59:21, “forever and ever” – our verse.
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Most of all, thank you, Jesus.  Thank you for conceiving this project in my heart and then 
bringing it into reality.  For dreaming up the whole wonderful plan in the first place!  This 
work is my love offering to you.  I humbly lay it at Your feet and ask You to bless it.  Bring 
forth fruit for Eternity for Your glory.  I love You, Lord.  I bow in wonder and adoration and 
say “Glory to Your Name.  Now and forever.  Amen.”

Let’s get started and see “For Heaven’s Sake, What on Earth is God up to?”!!

With love and prayers,

Suzanne
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L!tening Guide  Week One

Why Study Heaven?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Heaven defined:

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

BECAUSE
Col. 3:1, 2

	 1.  Because 

	 2.  Because

	 3.  Because

	 4.  Because

	 5.  Because
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Homework  Week One

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    	 	 	   

I am so glad you have chosen to participate in this study.  I believe you will be challenged 
in many ways during our time together.  It may sometimes “strain your brain” as you try to 
keep the chronology of the timeline straight or as you sift through the varying viewpoints on 
certain topics.  Mainly, I pray it will move you out of any spiritual comfort zone you may be 
in.  Before you begin this homework, ask the God of Heaven and Earth to be your Teacher.

Just a bit of review from class –

What are the “definitions” of Heaven?

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

Why should we study about Heaven? (see Colossians 3)

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

All the way through, I want you to be like the Bereans in Acts 17:11.  Read that verse 
and describe how you can apply that to our study on Heaven.  This verse will be our 
watchword throughout our time together!

If you are like I used to be, you may have some wrong ideas about Heaven. Guess where 
those came from.  Look up Rev. 13:6 and John 8:44b and then give an answer.
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Yep, you’re right.  It’s Satan, the Defeated One.  I believe he rarely tries to convince the 
followers of Christ that Heaven does not exist. Instead, he just does what he can to keep 
us from longing for it, living for it.  By lying about it!  God’s nature is 100% Truth; Satan is 
100% lies.  Even if he mixes truth in with lies, it is still a lie.  

He has managed to convey false ideas to us.  Ideas such as Heaven not being a literal 
place.  Or a place whose inhabitants float around playing harps.  Or a place where we turn 
into angels.  Or where we live in dull ignorance doing nothing.  A spirit world where we 
become nameless ghosts who do not relate to one another.  On and on with lies such as 
these.  Who would long for a place like that!!!!!  

Perhaps the enemy of our souls whispers lies that discourage you from serving or giving – 
has he duped you into thinking it doesn’t matter??  When his lies rob us of motivation to 
make the right choices because of eternal consequences, that makes me so mad!!  It’s the 
“dog poop in the brownies” principle.  Do you know that one?  It’s as if I mixed in some 
dog poop into brownie batter and then baked them.  Would you eat them?  I mean, after 
all, it’s MOSTLY brownies.  Just a little dog poop!  Of course you would not!  Well, that’s 
what Satan does.  He takes the brownie TRUTH of our unmerited, irrevocable salvation 
and mixes it with the dog poop idea that nothing in Eternity will be affected by how we live 
here.  Girlfriends, we need to throw out that batch of brownies right now!

Well, now that I’ve gotten on THAT soapbox , let’s continue.  Write out in as much 
detail as possible what you think Heaven will be like.  Don’t worry if it’s “right;” I just 
want you to formulate a picture.  We’ll spend the next several weeks tweaking it with 
Scripture.  Ask God to show you any wrong ideas you have about Heaven, now and 
throughout the study.  And, in addition, now write out what you hope to gain from 
this time in His Word.  Be as honest as you can.  This is for your eyes only – but write it 
in code if you don’t want someone else to see what you have to say.

8



Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Begin your homework time thanking God for His marvelous plan for your life – which 
includes Heaven! 

What do you think God’s plan for your life includes?

Probably, you answered with salvation.  Godly living.  Abundant life. But did you also know 
that He wants us WITH Him? All of us TOGETHER???

Every time I ponder that, it blows my mind.  Before the foundation of the world, God 
“dreamed up” you and me with the expressed desire to love us and have us with Him 
forever.

That thought not only delights me, it brings me much comfort. When my firstborn left for 
college, I experienced what every mom in the world goes through.  Worry that I didn’t 
teach her enough.  Concern that she would be lonely and homesick.  Fear that she 
WOULD NOT be homesick! And grief.  I just plain missed her.  I was used to being part of 
most of her waking moments and now I was not.  I wanted my whole little family together.  
I knew this was the “way it’s supposed to be” but I liked it just like it was before, thank you 
very much.  Now, don’t roll your eyes at me (especially if you have never dropped an 
offspring off into a cell, I mean, dorm room or moved one into their own place at a tender 
age.  God Himself created the bond between Mother and child and He is the Master of 
Super Glue!)

It was during this time that I realized I am the happiest “12 feet under” (12 feet under my 
dining room table).  Remember, now, that I homeschool my little tax deductions so I never 
went through the agony of sending one to kindergarten.  Many of you have been able to 
more successfully (and probably with more dignity!) remove a child from under your roof 
because you spread the pain out over many years.  Not me.  I had her right under my 
wings until just past her 17th birthday.  And then, one great KO punch in the gut. Grief – 
you bet.  (Oh, and for the record – MY grief. Not hers!  I don’t recall any tears or anguish 
on her part.  That probably made it worse.  Just sayin’…)

On top of this grief, I experienced Guilt.  Not only was I afraid I hadn’t done a good enough 
job parenting, I realized that my whole reaction was not very honoring to the Lord, not very 
spiritually mature.  Grief, Guilt.  Great – I was a colossal failure!  Then, my sweet Heavenly 
Father gave me a glimpse into His heart.
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Read 2 Peter 3:9 and 1Timothy 2:4.  Then, read John 17:24 and write out what you 
think the heart of our Father is towards His children.

He wants us with Him!  I imagine that He has a humongous-sized dining room table and 
His happiest time will be when all His children are gathered round it. That’s my “12-feet 
under” on steroids!  You and I are personally and individually significant to Him.  Because 
of His incomprehensible love, He draws us to Himself and supplies the means for our 
salvation.  His purpose is to bless our socks off forever – how awesome is that!  I can 
hardly grasp it; it’s just too good and yet it really is true.  This issue is way too important for 
me to omit. In fact, it is the only issue that matters!

Do you know for certain that Heaven is YOUR Eternal destination? 	 	  

How do you know that?

If your answer to the first question is “yes,” then write out your story in a way that 
can be shared with others.  Try not to use “churchy” words, if possible.  Just tell it as if 
you were explaining it to a child (or perhaps someone who attended certain unnamed 
educational institutions other than UGA!!)  Sorry  – hope I did not offend anyone 
egregiously.  I just had to slip that one in!

Share your story with at least two people this week.  Doesn’t have to be someone who’s 
unsaved.  I just want you to practice sharing your story.

If your answer to the question was “no” or “not sure,” then I want you to stop your 
homework for a moment and read this next section very carefully.  I have already prayed 
for you, without knowing who you are.  It is my firm conviction that God led you to this 
place so He could establish an eternal relationship with you.  Here’s the best way I know 
how to explain it all to you:
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God is perfect.  Absolutely, totally without sin.  Everything He does is perfect. Always.  
Regardless of what we think about it!  Only absolute perfection is acceptable to Him.  That 
leaves me out, how about you?  Anything short of perfection deserves to be separated 
from God – that’s what “death” means.  Physical death is when the soul is separated from 
the body. Spiritual death is when we are separated from God because of our sin.   We 
can’t do enough good, believe enough right stuff, be born into the right situation or 
anything else to merit His acceptance of us.

Read Matthew 5:20 – we have to have a righteousness that is greater than the best 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day.  That’s like saying we have to be better than Billy Graham 
and Mother Teresa!  And, because He is JUST and RIGHTEOUS in His perfection, He 
cannot lower His standards to accept us.  That sounds hopeless, doesn’t it?  That’s how 
Jesus’ disciples felt in Matthew 19:25 when they said “who, then, can be saved?”  Jesus 
answered them – and us – by saying in verse 26 “With men, this is impossible but with 
God all things are possible.”  Our salvation – as unbelievable as it seems – is to accept 
God’s offer to credit the perfection of Jesus to our account in His books.  God, amazingly, 
let Jesus pay the debt that we owe with His death because the wages that sin brings is 
death (Romans 6:23).  And He lets us receive what Jesus deserves – abundant, eternal life 
with Him – as a free gift.  Our part is to believe He is telling the TRUTH about this and 
receive His salvation as a gift we can never earn or deserve.  That’s why we sing Amazing 
Grace!

If you are not completely confident that Heaven is your Eternal destination, you can do 
something about that right now.  If you realize that all of us deserve Death and Hell, 
separation from God because of our sin but you believe that God’s offer of salvation is real, 
tell Him so right now.  And then, read Romans 10:9-13.  

What do you think you should do now?
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Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Quick – what is our watchword?  

Why am I pounding that so hard?  Because there are many, many, many different 
viewpoints on the information we will address.  Only one matters.  Not mine, not yours, not 
any of the experts.  God’s and His alone.  (If we line up with Him, then our viewpoint can 
matter, too!)  While He doesn’t spell everything out clearly and easily, there are many things 
that we can glean from diligent study of His Word.  Read Deut. 29:29 and write out why 
you think some of His TRUTH is cloaked in mystery.

Yesterday, you pondered your own salvation story, your confidence of spending Eternity in 
the marvelous place our awesome God has prepared for you.  (I don’t know about you but 
I never tire of sharing my story nor of hearing someone else’s.  It makes me want to sing 
that glorious old hymn “Tell me the old, old story.  Write on my heart every word!”  In fact, I 
am singing it right now.  You can be rejoicing that you can’t hear me ).

Let’s review what “Heaven” is:

1. Genesis 1:1, 2  refers to                                             as “heavens”

2. Psalm 19:1 is talking about                                            when it mentions “heavens”

3. 2 Corinthians 12:2  says there is a “third Heaven” – what is that?                                              

Today, we will begin to look at what Scripture says about that glorious place that 2 
Corinthians 12:2 is telling us about.  Look up these verses and write out what the 
One who holds the future has to say about what happens to His followers when 
they die.  We are laying the groundwork to study about what our Eternal Home will be like 
so be patient!  These verses give insight into what happens to believers when they die 
now, not details on the final place.  List everything you can discern from these 
passages.

 Ecc. 12:7

	 Luke 23:42, 43

	 2 Cor. 5:6-8

	 Phil. 1:23
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The above passage in 2 Corinthians says “home with the Lord.”  Where is that?  Who is 
there?  Was Paul talking about the saints from the Old Testament or believers in 
Christ or whom? Where are all those dead people?

That was sort of a trick question.  Those who believed that Christ was to come, that God 
would one day fulfill His promise to send the Messiah, are with Christ right now, just like 
Christians from the time of Calvary forward.  But I want to give you greater insight on this 
subject.

Before the time of Christ’s death and resurrection, the souls of those who believed He was 
yet to come and trusted His righteousness to save them resided in Hades or Sheol.  Wait, 
you may be thinking, I thought that was Hell!!!!!  No, Hades, or Sheol, is explained in the 
Old Testament as the place of the dead.  Look up Psalm 139:8 and Genesis 37:35.  

Jesus gave us further insight in Luke 16:19-31.  How does He describe this place?

He described the two compartments separated by an impassable chasm.  What does He 
say about each place? 

What does He name them?

Let’s back up for a moment and catch our breath.  We are discussing the whereabouts of 
those who have placed their faith in Christ – but for those living in Old Testament times, 
Jesus hadn’t been born yet.  What about them?  Are they saved? Are they in 
purgatory?

Before Calvary, those who placed their faith in Christ’s future coming and payment for our 
sin were saved…but their sin had not yet been paid for. In the Old Testament, sins were 
temporarily covered by the blood of a lamb.

Read Hebrews 9:9-10 – what does this tell us about the ability of animal sacrifices 
to pay for sin?
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These saints were obedient to the Lord to offer these sacrifices; it symbolized their faith 
and trust that one day a permanent solution to sin would come in the form of Christ’s 
sacrifice. (In one of her books, Anne Graham Lotz describes it as God giving them an IOU 
and then paid it all at Calvary. When Jesus cried out on the cross “It is finished” (John 
19:30), He was telling us that the final sacrifice had been paid.  No more animal sacrifices 
were needed to pay the price for our sin.)  When these “Old Testament Saints” died, they 
went to the part of Hades, or Sheol, known as “Abraham’s Bosom” or Paradise.  It was, as 
Jesus described in Luke, a place of comfort.  It was not God’s dwelling place but it is NOT 
purgatory.  These saints did not work their way out nor did anyone pray them out.  

So, if this is where they were, then when and how did they get to where they are now, in 
Heaven with Christ?  Glad you asked.  Scripture does not elaborate but we do get some 
information in Ephesians 4:18-10.  Read this passage and see what it says.

After Jesus died, He descended into Hades and led all the Old Testament believers up into 
Heaven.  Talk about a grand parade!  Jesus took all His Saints that were captive until their 
sin had been paid for with Him into Heaven.  Can you imagine how exciting that must have 
been?  (And how furious the Defeated One must have felt – glory to God!)

Now when a believer dies, he or she goes directly to Heaven where Jesus and God and 
the “cloud of witnesses” are. We will cover in greater detail what is happening with those in 
Heaven right now when we get to Week 6.  But for now, read Rev. 6:9-11 and answer 
these questions:

Who is there?

When is this?

Where are they?

What are they doing?

These verses give us a picture of the reality of 2 Corinthians 5: 7 – “to be absent from the 
body” is to “be present with the Lord”.  Hallelujah!
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Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Are you still with me?  Did yesterday’s work wear you out?  Don’t quit!  I want you to hang 
in there.  But remember, if you don’t finish this homework, come to class anyway!!!!

Yesterday, we took a long look (are you still exhausted??) at what happens to believers 
when they die.  We learned about Old Testament believers and how Jesus led them to 
Heaven after His death.  We can be confident as New Testament believers that when we 
die, our soul will go directly to Heaven to be with Jesus and those who have gone on 
before us. (I can’t wait until we talk about the Rapture and some other exciting events…
but I am getting ahead of myself.  I must be patient!)  

What about those who have not placed their faith in Christ?  Scripture is completely clear 
on this point.  Those who die without Christ are in a place of torment and misery.  If we 
had any idea about how horrible it is, we would never ever think of saying to even the most 
despised person we know “To Hell with you.”  This temporary, awful place will transition 
into a permanent awful place. While Heaven will be better than we can imagine, Hell will be 
worse than we can ever envision.  

Jesus spoke much about Hell.  In fact, Bible scholars agree that He talked more about Hell 
than Heaven.  Why do you think this is so?

For today’s work, look up the following passages and note what each one has to 
tell us about Hell.

Matthew 10:28

Matthew 13:40-42

Matthew 8:12

Mark 9:43-44

Luke 16:19-31

Matthew 25:46

As terrifying as these descriptions are, the very worst thing about Hell is that it is total and 
permanent separation from even the tiniest influence of God.  No beauty, no peace, no 
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love, no joy, no consolation, no purpose.  It is the total and complete absence of God and 
all that He is.  Forever.  

Do you know someone who is in danger of spending Eternity there?  List their name or 
initials and take some time to intercede for them now.  I believe that the only way someone 
is saved is because a Christian prayed for them and God moved on their behalf. (John 
6:44, 65)

Day Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

I have not always been interested in Bible Prophecy and eschatology.  In fact, I used to 
pray that God would not let Jesus call us out until I had a chance to get married.  Then, 
my prayer changed to “after I have children.”  Well, been there, done that and now I pray 
“Amen, come Lord Jesus!!” Rev. 22:20

Seriously, earlier in my walk with the Lord, I was more absorbed in how Jesus gives us 
abundant life here.  And surely, He does!  I don’t know how anyone finds purpose in life, 
builds a good marriage, raises children, or survives the trials of this life without the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the authority of His Word.  But as I have grown in Him, my 
viewpoint has enlarged…and I have shrunk.  I realize more and more and more the 
paradox of our “significant insignificance” as I heard Louis Giglio say.  Yes, we are 
PRECIOUS to Him.  Immensely valuable to Him.  But we are only part of His grand 
scheme!  Studying God’s Word helps us see the immense plan He is unfolding through 
history – and let’s make certain we are completely convinced that “it is HE who changes 
the times, the epochs, He removes kings, and establishes kings” (Daniel 2:21a) and 
“remember this and be assured, recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember the former 
things long past, for I am God and there is no other. I am God and there is no one like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times, things which have not been 
done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established and I will accomplish all my good 
pleasure.” (Isaiah 46:8-10)

Read those two passages again and write out your response.  How do they 
comfort and reassure you when world events (9/11, elections, war in Afghanistan, 
etc.) threaten our security and stability?
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Doesn’t the TRUTH of God’s absolute sovereignty bring you comfort and confidence?  
And excitement and anticipation?  As we study Bible prophecy, we see how everything 
God said came to be EXACTLY as He said it would.  And we can know that everything 
else He said will also happen that way. We don’t have to “hope” everything will be OK…we 
can be boldly assured of it.  If you want to stop and shout “Glory Hallelujah” go ahead.  I 
just did!

We will certainly be studying Bible prophecy these next weeks.  In fact, we will be going 
into lots of areas that will stretch you.  I hope you get as excited as I am, too!  Instead of 
shying away from these things, I hope we are chomping at the bit!  Sometimes, in the 
midst of being excited about learning new things, we can have a wrong response and I 
want to warn us all about it.

Look up 1 Corinthians 8:1.  What does the last part of that verse caution us 
against?

Knowledge is a good thing, to be sure.  But it has an inherent danger we must guard 
against.  Arrogance.  What is the antidote for arrogance?  HINT – it’s found in the last 
part of that verse and in the two following.

We want our study of prophecy, Heaven, and everything else to cause us to love God 
more, to be more in awe of Him, to give Him glory.  Let’s stop right now and commit 
ourselves to that.

Write out the desire of your heart in a prayer to Him.

Next class, we’ll begin our look at His grand scheme – God’s plan for the Ages.  I know 
you signed up to study Heaven but I want you to see it as the culmination of His Grand 
Scheme!  See you there!
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L!tening Guide  Week Two

God’s Plan for the Ages       

Psalm 90:2 – God is from       to             

Point of this week’s class: Heaven                

Eternity Past

Satan: Created as   

 Created to be  

Then he     .

He wanted all      .  He went from     to

 the      .

At Satan’s fall, God      the Earth.  

When Satan      Eve,      – entered the world.

Ephesians 1:9, 10 – God      Himself to mankind

Dispensations/administrations are NOT 	 	 	 	                   but instead how 

God has 	 	 	 	 	 	       Himself to man.  Each revelation ends 

in 	 	       but even in that 	 	 	            God is 	 	 	          .

Dispensations/Administrations:

      (Gen. 2:25)

      (Gen. 3:22)
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      (Gen. 9:5)

      (Gen. 12:1-3)

      (Gal.3:19)

      (Matt. 24:4)

      (Rev. 20:11-13)

“God’s Plan for the Ages”

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     The

Eternity		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Eternal
Past	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   Order
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Homework  Week Two

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Let’s start this week with some review questions – sort of a Bible study pop quiz !

What’s our watchword?

What was the point of this week’s class time?

We learned quite a lot about the Defeated One in class last week.  Was any of that new 
information to you?  If so, what specifically did you learn about Satan that you 
didn’t already know?

Before we move on to other subjects, let’s review some information about him.
 

1. Is he equal with Christ?

2. What was his position initially in Heaven? 

 
3. What did he rule over?

4. What happened that changed his position?

5. What is his position now?

6. What happened to Earth as a result of his fall?

7. What happened as a result of man’s fall?
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8. Will Satan ever straighten himself out?

Look back at your notes and re-draw the timeline that we sketched out in class.  I want 
this to be as familiar to you as your own kitchen.  Fill it in so that the flow of events is 
implanted in your mind.  Jesus wants you to know what’s coming!

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Read Isaiah 46:8-10 and Ephesians 1:9-10.

What did we learn in class about God’s purpose? 

What is a dispensation or administration?

I want to take just a moment and discuss that further because we need to keep in mind 
that God has a plan and He is accomplishing it!  Renowned Biblical scholar and teacher 
Tim LaHaye describes dispensations as “stages” where God is “dispensing or 
administering affairs according to His own will.”  These stages or dispensations are 
“essential to a proper interpretation of God’s dealings with people during that time.”  
LaHaye stresses that “it’s important to point out up front that the dispensations have 
nothing to do with how people are saved from their sins.”

How are people saved from their sins?  See Romans 10:9, 10 and Ephesians 2:8, 9 
for Scriptural support and then write out your answer. 

What about those prior to the death and resurrection of Christ?  The Law??
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What does Romans 1:16 tell us about the Gospel? 
                   

To whom first?

I was trying to trick you with that question but you know the TRUTH, don’t you?  You know 
that everyone is saved the same way – by grace through faith in Christ.  Even before Jesus 
came as a man, the Gospel (the Good News of Christ) was the power of God for salvation.  
First to the Jews and then to us Greeks or non-Jews.  Just to keep our perspective clear 
throughout, read Romans 4:1-9 and summarize how we all are saved or justified, no 
matter which side of the Cross we are born on!

So, the point of the dispensations (or administrations, depending on the translation) is to 
show God’s judgments, His revelation of Himself, and His mercy.   

Which dispensation are we living in now?

In the coming weeks, we will closely examine the timeline of the last days – from now until 
Eternity Future.  I am already so excited I can hardly sit still. God is far more generous and 
kind and amazing than we can ever imagine.  What He has in store for us will crack your 
mind wide open.  And it will melt your heart, as you are confronted with the magnitude of 
His love.  Oh, how marvelous!  Oh, how wonderful He is!

OK, back to the dispensations.  Before we study the end times prophecies in depth, it is 
vital that we familiarize ourselves with the overall view of God’s plan, not just the end of it.  
The seven dispensations, or stages, that we covered in class enable us to do that.  This 
approach helps us to place ourselves – The Church (universal, not a local congregation) – 
in the proper perspective of God’s plan for HIStory…including the fulfillment of prophecy.

From your notes, sketch out God’s plan for the ages, including the seven 
dispensations.  I KNOW you sketched out the timeline yesterday!  But I really want it to 
stick in your brain.  You don’t have to do it from memory (yet…) Use your notes and copy it 
over.  Writing it will help it stick.
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Until then, what is the Divine purpose of this present age?  Read Acts 15:7-14 and             
Ephesians 2-3:11 (yes, I typed that right…all those verses).

Next week in class we will cover more of the “times of the Gentiles,” but for now, know 
that God appointed “the times of the Gentiles” so He could “take from among the Gentiles 
a people for His name.”  That, dear sister, is YOU and me!

This is not busy work, I promise.  I want to help you fit the pieces together so that when 
we cover the end times and HEAVEN, you’ll have a complete picture of God’s plan.  
Please don’t skip anything!

What does God tell us He will do after the Church Age in Acts 15:15-18?

This is just a teaser for when we learn about the Millennium.  I just could not resist!

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Begin today by asking God to prepare your heart for His Word.  Commit yourself to apply 
what you have learned.

Last week, we concluded that the real reason for studying Bible Prophecy and 
eschatology is to know God better, to love Him more.  As we grasp His unfolding plan for 
the ages, we become more and more focused on the certainty of His coming.  And do 
you know what that focus does?  Read 1 John 3:2, 3 and answer.

Studying prophecy causes us to focus on Christ’s return which tends to purify us.  We 
begin to consider our actions and attitudes, our priorities and plans in light of His coming 
for us.  A gentleman I used to work with would always say “people will REspect what we 
INspect”.  In other words, we pay attention to what we know we are going to be held 
accountable for.  And the closer that accounting comes, the more we pay attention to it!  
How do we want to be found when the time of His coming is here?  Ready and watching 
or ashamed and afraid?
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We’ll spend a couple of weeks later on in the study dealing specifically with being ready 
when Christ calls us home, and our accountability before Him.  But I don’t want to wait 
that long before we examine ourselves.

First of all, we need to heed 2 Corinthians 13:5.  What does this tell us to do?

Why would I bring this up again?  We already settled the salvation issue last week.  Or did 
we?  Dear Sisters, I cannot take this for granted.

Read Matthew 13:24-30 and summarize what Jesus is teaching in this parable.  If 
you’ve read this a hundred times, ask the Lord to help you approach it in a fresh way.

From this passage, Jesus makes it clear that unbelievers and believers can look very much 
alike.  It’s very hard to distinguish a wheat plant from tares…until harvest time.  Jesus said 
in Matthew 7:16a “you shall know them by their fruits.”  (By the way, my good friend Kim 
Wentworth has written a fantastic novel called The Tare in the Wheat which demonstrates 
this principle.  I strongly urge you to get this book.  You will not be able to put it down.  I 
promise you are going to love this book!)

If you know you are a “wheat” and not a “tare,” what should you do?  See what 
Scripture says in Matthew 3:8.

We need to bear fruit!  We will cover this again later but it is so important that we need to 
address it several times.  We need to examine ourselves AFTER knowing we are in the 
faith.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:28 and 2 Corinthians 5:10.  What is the connection between 
these two passages?

Now, be assured that this appearance before the judgment seat is not to test for our 
salvation but rather because of our salvation.  We will cover the judgment details 
thoroughly later on but I want to give you a head start on building well.

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and write out what you think I mean by that.
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Does this passage support or contradict the eternal security of the believer?  (In 
other words, if we trust Christ for our salvation, can it ever change?  Can we 
become “un”saved?)

I know we are just scratching the surface on this issue.  I don’t want to leave you hanging 
but we just aren’t going to get into all the details yet.  Just remember that we need to be 
ready everyday for His return!

Let’s close today with two thoughts.  1.) Spend more time before the Throne of Grace 
asking the Lord if there is anything in your life He desires to purify (and rejoice that it is a 
Throne of GRACE and not of condemnation!)  2.) In our next class we will have a multitude 
of details to cover dealing with the timeline of the Last Days.  Ask the Lord to sharpen your 
mind and to protect you from information overload.

I know I said TWO last things as we close today but I just thought of one more .  Take a 
few minutes to express to our God how magnificent He is.  Read Isaiah 14:27 and 
43:11-13 and thank Him for choosing you to be on His side – He wins!!

Days Four and Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

In preparation for our class on the timeline of the Last Days, let’s be sure we are clear on 
some terminology. We are going to look at passages today that deal with the return of 
Christ to Earth. Some terms that we will study will be the Rapture, the Tribulation, and the 
Second Coming or The Glorious Appearing of Christ.  Don’t worry if you are not familiar 
with these terms.  That’s what this course is for!

The word “rapture” does not occur in the Bible.  Does that mean it is unbiblical?  No, the 
word “Trinity” doesn’t appear in Scripture either!  When you hear someone refer to the 
Rapture, they are referring to the time when Christ will gather up His believers and, well, 
instead of ME telling you about it, let’s listen to what He says.

Read these passages.  (I know, this is a ton!  But it’s great stuff!!  And this is TWO days of 
homework!)  Summarize as much information about each event as you can find.  I started 
you off with a chart below the verses. There will probably be terms and concepts that you 
are not familiar with.  List it anyway. And know that we will examine these things again in 
the coming weeks.  It will begin to all fit together.  Happy Hunting!
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Rapture Passages

John 14:1-3
Christ comes in the air for His own	
Imminent (can happen at any time)	

Rev. 3:10

1 Corinthians 1:7-8, 15:50-58

Phil. 3:20-21, 4:5

1 Cor. 11:26

1 Thess. 1:9,10, 2:19, 4:13-18, 5:9, 23

Titus 2:13

1 Peter 1:7, 13, 5:4

1 John 2:28, 3:2

Rev. 2:25

Matt. 24:36-44
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Second Coming Passages

Daniel 2:44-45, 7:9-14, 12:1-3
Christ comes to the Earth with us
Happens after the Tribulation

Zech. 12:10, 14:1-15

Matthew 13:41,24:9-36

Mark 13:14-27, 14:62

Luke 21:25-28

1 Thess. 3:13

2 Thess. 1:6-10, 2:8

2 Peter 3:10

Jude 1:14,15

Rev. 1:7, 19:11–20:6, 22:7, 12, 20

Amos 5:18
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There are four views among Christians concerning the timing of the Rapture.  I hold fast to 
the view that it occurs prior to the Tribulation.  This is called the “pre-trib” view.  
Fascinating, huh?  I want to acquaint you with the other views and give you the Scriptural 
support for the pre-trib view (I don’t believe it just because I like it the best, as one of my 
“post-trib” friends suggests! )

1. Partial Rapture – Christ will only rapture those who look for Him, others to be 
caught up during the Tribulation

2. Mid-Trib- Christ raptures the Church at the midpoint of the Tribulation 
3. Post-Trib – Christ comes at the end of the Tribulation and gathers His Church then 

(this view does not see two separate events but rather that the 2nd Coming is the 
same thing as the Rapture.  This view implies that the Church will go through the 
Tribulation)

4. Pre-Trib – Christ gathers the Church, His Bride (US!!!), prior to the Tribulation and 
keeps us from the time of wrath.  During the Tribulation, we appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ and we have the marriage ceremony of Christ, the 
Bridegroom, and the Church (His Bride).  The Marriage supper comes later.

This is not a clear-cut issue but I believe that the Pre-Trib view is the one most closely 
aligned with God’s Word.

Why I adhere to the Pre-Tribulation Rapture viewpoint:

1. The promise in 1 Thess. 1:9,10 (look it up)
2. The declaration in 1 Thess. 5:9 (look it up)
3. The church, which has been the focus of Rev. 1-3 is not mentioned in Rev. 4-18 

which describes the Tribulation. (look it up and check me!)

Let me stress that many Godly scholars far more learned than I have differing views on the 
timing of the Rapture.  But this conflict need not be divisive.  We must all focus on the 
event in such a way that we are motivated to purify our lives and be ready WHENEVER He 
comes!

As we close for the week (did I just hear a sigh of relief??), keep in mind the doctrine of 
imminency concerning the Rapture.  That simply means it can happen at any time.  For 
that reason we are constantly told in Scripture to be anxiously awaiting His return and to 
be ready!  (1 Peter 1:13, Jude 21, 1 Thess. 1:10)  There are no signs that signal the 
coming of the Rapture but there are signs that will precede the Tribulation and the Second 
Coming, or the Glorious Appearing of Christ.  Keep that uppermost in your mind and 
thanks for hanging in there.  If you feel confused or frazzled, don’t quit.  Things will begin 
to get clear.

I love you!!
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L!tening Guide  Week Three

Prophecy Fulfilled	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

“God’s Plan for the Ages” Review

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     The

Eternity		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Eternal
Past	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   Order

Today, we will study Prophecy      .

 1.  God promised      Gen. 3:15

      Fulfilled in     Luke 2:7

 2.  Israel is God’s                .  We can watch what is    

      happening to Israel and tell the time of       .  

      Over and over, Old Testament prophets foretold of the         

      and      of God’s people.

 3.  Isaiah 46:9, 10 –      the happenings of the world are 

      His-Story.  Remember, God’s purpose is to        .  

      Even beyond     .  Jesus referred to the spread of the 

      Gospel beyond the Jews as “       ”

      Luke 21:24.

      The prophet Daniel records many details of “         ” 

      and these prophecies have been amazingly fulfilled in history.
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Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 – two    

 1st Dream –     

 2nd Dream –     

Neb’s Dream Dan’s Dream Historical Fulfillment

What about the stone in Daniel 2:34, 35?

Other prophecies fulfilled:

 1.  Daniel 9:26    

 2.  Matt. 24:1-8/Luke 21:20-24    

 3.  Deut. 30:1-5/Isa. 27:12, 13    

 4.  Matt. 24:15/Dan. 9:27    

Point of Today’s Lesson:

Isaiah 46:9, 10

What about in YOUR life? 
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Homework  Week Three

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

As I write the homework for this week, it is Christmas.  My heart is split into several diverse 
compartments – some of them are filled with happy gratitude and bursting with joy.  My 
college kiddos are returning (my favorite state of being “12 feet under” – that means all 6 
Chambers are home – “12 feet under my dining room table.”  Now Katie is married and so 
we have 14 feet under!!)  We recently found out there will be 16 feet under come July – no, 
Mary isn’t getting married.  I get to be a grandmother!  Which brings up the subject of 
what I shall be called.  You can hear it from me – I should be called “Queen.”  Not that I 
think I am so royal but Scripture says in Proverbs 17:6 that “grandchildren are the crown of 
old age.”  While I am definitely not old, I like the crown part.  So, I shall not be called 
“granny” etc.  I am thinking  “The Queen” sounds really good.

Happy thoughts indeed.  But what about those other compartments?  They are filled with 
concern for friends who are facing heartbreak at this time.  Marriages in peril.  Loss of a 
child.  Rebellion of a child.  Depleted finances and no sign of another source of income.  
The attacks of the Enemy at every turn can make us disheartened; we can be tempted to 
give up or at least crawl in a hole and hide until it all gets better.  If it ever does.  You have 
friends in those situations, too.  You might be in one of those yourself.  You know all too 
well those sleepless nights spent praying – or at least trying to pray.  Those times when 
you are sure your heart has broken into pieces.  And then the aftermath – which might 
even be worse – when you have hurt so bad that you don’t even feel anymore.  

What does all this have to do with our study of Heaven?  Or more specifically, the study of 
prophecy fulfilled?  Everything, sweet sister, everything.  When you are hurting or anxious 
or heartbroken, run to the One whose Word is sure.  Whose promise is secure.  He has 
always done what He said He would do.  His ways are always loving, always faithful – even 
when we cannot see that (Psalm 25:10).  Speak that Truth to your heart.  Over and over.   
Let’s remind ourselves that “His Word is true-er than our circumstances.”  He will reign, 
dear one.  He will reign victorious.  Don’t lose heart – we win in the end!!

This week we are going to revisit what we covered in class.  I want it to be fixed solidly in 
our minds.  Begin with Daniel 4:34, 35.  Write out those verses and meditate on them.
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Now turn your attention to chapters 2 and 7.  You will recall from class that these are two 
different dreams foretelling the same historical events.  On the chart below, list what 
each dreamer dreamed/verses and match the corresponding parts.  From your 
class notes, add the historical fulfillment.  I did the first part for you.  Those of you who are 
so gifted might want to sketch a picture, at least of the statue in Neb’s dream.  The 
creatures in Daniel’s dream might be interesting to sketch as well !!!  Oh, and read Daniel 
2:45 and note what is said about the interpretation.  Just a reminder .

	 	 	 	 	 	         

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream Daniel’s Dream Historical Fulfillment

Head of gold 2:32, 37-39 Lion with eagle’s wings 
7:1-4

Babylonian empire

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Wow.  Yesterday, we saw a panorama of Gentile history from Nebuchadnezzar to the reign 
of Christ.  Keep reminding yourself that all this was told in detail before any of this 
happened.  God is so amazing – He is always accurate, precise and on time.  Cuz it’s HIS-
story!!!

What does Jesus call this time period in Luke 21:24?

The Times of the Gentiles.  That’s our story, sisters.  God put Israel on hold so He could 
graft us in.  What a story!!
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Back to Daniel 2 and 7.  Why did the same information get conveyed in two 
different ways to two different people?

What do you notice about the comparisons of the different metals in Neb’s statue 
in Daniel 2? What does that imply about the different kingdoms?

Scholars suggest that Neb’s dream portrayed “the world’s kingdoms from humanity’s 
viewpoint, impressive and great, whereas the beasts depict those earthly kingdoms from 
God’s perspective – vicious and destructive.”  And comparing the metals?  They increase 
in strength as you go down the statue…but decrease in value.  What does that suggest 
to you?

Let’s dig a little more into the dream God gave to Daniel.  If you know your history, (which I 
confess I did not until I studied this stuff!) you will see many riches in these passages that 
add to the credibility and accuracy of Scripture.  (Not that God needs authenticating – I am 
just pointing out how amazing He is!)

 1.  The lion with eagle’s wings – look up these verses and see what person 
		      and/or place Scripture symbolizes as an eagle and/or a lion.

a. Jeremiah 49:22

b. Lamentations 4:19

c. Ezekiel 17:3

d. Jeremiah 4:7

e. Jeremiah 49:19

f. Jeremiah 50:17, 44      

Interesting to note that statues of winged lions have been discovered in the archaeological 
ruins of the city of Babylon and are noted as the symbol of that empire.  Just sayin’…

  2.  The 2nd beast – the bear raised up on one side.
     Scholars agree that this is certainly representing the Medo-Persian empire.  The       
     lopsided aspect suggests that, although Persia rose later than Media, Persia 
     soon overtook it.  Do any of you brilliant historians know what the 3 ribs 
     represent?  If you do, please let me know because that will impress my socks 
     off.  I didn’t know but the references I consulted believe they are the 3 major 
     conquests of this empire – Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt.
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  3.  The 3rd beast – the leopard with wings.  What do you think each part (the 
      leopard and the wings) symbolize?  If you said “FAST” then you are in accord 
 		      with all the Bible scholars.  The leopard is a swift animal and wings suggest 
		      moving swiftly.  Now apply that thought to the 3rd empire represented in this 
      dream – Greek.  Alexander the Great conquered the entire Medo-Persian empire 
		      with amazing speed.  

     Think back to 5th grade World History.  Then, write out what you think the   
     four heads of the leopard symbolize.  

     Remember what happened to Alexander’s empire after he died?  It was divided 
     among his four generals!!!!!!!!!!!

	 	 4.  The 4th beast. How does Scripture describe it?
     “Dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong.”  No specific animal is used to 
     name it.  Just its actions.  Wow.  Recall from the statue in Daniel 2 that the two 
     legs likely represent the East/West division of the Roman Empire.  The ten toes 
     are believed to be 10 future kings (or heads of countries) with roots in the 
     Roman Empire, that join and form a confederation.  This is a future fulfillment, I 
     believe, and we will cover it more later.  But for now, note that these ten toes 
     correspond to the ten horns in Daniel 7:7-24.  

Neb’s dream in Daniel 2 ends here.  But God allowed Daniel to see more in his dream.  It’s 
as though Daniel was asking, “What will happen to my people?  What is our fate during 
these Times of the Gentiles?”  And God showed him.  In fact, God delivered His answer in 
a most spectacular form.

As we close today, look at Daniel 9:20-23.  What was it?

Can you imagine having your prayers answered by Gabriel himself?  I cannot imagine my 
response!  Although we aren’t likely to have our prayers answered in the form of a visible 
angel, learning about Daniel’s experience can help us stand strong during the times that 
His answers come before the action.  Daniel was told of God’s plan yet he lived to witness 
very little of God’s actions…at least while here on earth.  If you have been praying about 
something for a long time and it doesn’t seem like God has moved on your behalf, don’t 
grow faint.  Don’t give up.  God is always at work in a thousand more ways than we can 
see.  He has answered you in His Word.  Stand strong.

Great work, dear one.  Great work.  I know this is hard (I’ve been digging in it, too!  And 
my brain is about to crack open!)  Ask God to make you smarter.  If you are asking 
because you want to understand His Word, He will grant you that.  He promised.
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Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Let’s catch our breath a moment before we delve into more of what God revealed to 
Daniel.  How I wish we were sitting in my den having a cup of coffee together!  OK, so I 
would be having a Tab and you could have whatever.  But I wish we were just chatting with 
one another as we dig out the riches of God’s Truth and marvel together at His power!  
Take time right now to ask Him to reveal Himself to you, to make all this fit together.  And 
remind yourself of our watchword!!

Over the span of about 60 years, Daniel had been given God’s plan for history.  Beginning 
with the interpretation given to him of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to his own visions in 
chapter 7 and onto one that terrified him in chapter 10, God laid out for us through Daniel 
the course of history.  We already looked at the historical fulfillments (Babylon through the 
Roman Empire).  Let’s build on that and look at some other pieces of God’s history 
puzzle…

Turn to Daniel 9:24-27.  Note the term “seventy weeks.”  The Hebrew word “weeks” is 
better translated “sevens.”  Think of how we use the word “dozen” – it means 12 of 
something.  This Hebrew word means “seven” of something.  This particular time it is 
referring to years.  So Seventy Sevens means 70 x 7 years.  

Do you have an idea of what period of time Daniel is describing?

“Seventy sevens” means 70 x 7 or 490 years.  The word “decreed” is a Hebrew word that 
means “to cut, cut off, decide.”  Daniel 9:24 is telling us that God has “cut off or cut out” a 
period of time (490 years), set apart specifically for the people of Israel and the city of 
Jerusalem (which Scripture calls “The Beautiful Land”).  Daniel had been given the plan of 
history, “The Times of the Gentiles,” that Arnold Fruchtenbaum calls “that lengthy period 
that began with the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC and will end with the close of the 
Tribulation and the 2nd Coming of the Messiah.”  In the “Seventy sevens passage, Daniel is 
told that a period of 490 years is decreed (or cut out) of the Times of the Gentiles to bring 
about the final restoration of Israel.”  This is about Israel, not the Church.    

What are the six fulfillments listed in v. 24 which accomplish God’s purpose for 
HIS-story?

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.
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	 4. 

	 5. 

	 6.

We will see that these 6 things are ultimately fulfilled during the 1,000 year reign of Christ 
on Earth, sometimes referred to as The Millennium.  Israel will have come to the end of her 
unbelief in the Messiah and all God’s covenant promises to her will be manifested 
completely.

Back to unpacking those “seventy weeks” or “seventy sevens”…

Read Daniel 9:25-27 and see how this block of time is “cut out” into three 
sections.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

HINT: the first two slices are found in v. 25 and the last one is in v. 27.

What in the world do all these mean???  Some of the homework for this week is 
overlapping the subject for next week’s class on Prophecy Yet to be Fulfilled but this will 
help us get the overall picture.  So bear with me!

The first two slices of time – 7 “sevens” and 62 “sevens” – mean 7 x 7 years and 62 x 7 
years for a total of 69 “sevens” or 483 years.  The first section begins with the desire to 
rebuild Jerusalem (v. 25).  Check out Nehemiah 2:1 for Scripture’s date. 

The month of “Nissan” corresponds to our March/April and the year was 444 BC.  
Remember that .  This first section of “sevens” is the 49 year period that it took to rebuild 
Jerusalem once Nehemiah began the campaign.  The next period of times, “62 sevens,” 
immediately followed the first “seven sevens” for a total of 69 sevens or 483 years.

What does verse 25 tell us will happen at the end of those 69 sevens?

If you answered “Jesus,” you are right.  The 434 years after the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 
the 62 sevens, went from Malachi to Matthew, when the Messiah, the Prince, would come. 
Based on a Jewish calendar of 360 days per lunar year, 483 years or 173,800 days 
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passed between the first day of Nissan 444 BC (remember that date?) and the event in 
Luke 19:29-40.  What was that?

The triumphal entry of Christ to Jerusalem!!  The Prince of Peace had arrived!!  As you 
close your homework today, take time to praise Him.  He reigns!!

Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Today, we will move on to the rest of the “sevens” Daniel was told about.  Read vs. 26.  
Note the phrase “and after.”  While there was no gap of time between the seven sevens 
and the 62 sevens, there is a gap of time before the last seven.  Verse 26 says, “And after 
the threescore and two (62) sevens,” certain things must occur before the seventieth 
seven.

Look at the verse and list the three events that are prophesied.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

The death of the Messiah occurred in 30 AD.  The destruction of Jerusalem and her 
Temple took place in 70 AD by the Gentiles of Rome.  The flood symbolizes a military 
invasion and Jerusalem was destroyed by a Roman army.  “Even to the end there will be 
war” certainly describes the events of Israel and the Middle East from that time even until 
now.

The “gap” between the 69th and 70th week or seven is known as “The Church Age.”  If that 
sounds familiar, it should.  Remember the Dispensations in Week 2?  The Church Age is 
the period of history where God calls out a Bride for His Son.  Reminds me of “Rocky” 
where he describes Adrienne – “I got gaps, she got gaps.  Together, we ain’t got no 
gaps!!”  Well, sisters, you and I got gaps but Jesus doesn’t!  And because of Him, when 
God looks at us, He don’t see none of our gaps!!!

OK, after the Gap.  What about the 70th seven?

Daniel 9:27 deals with the remaining of the 490 years that God told Daniel about 
concerning the people of Israel.  Read vs. 26 and 27. Do you have an idea what this 
last seven is about?
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The final block of seven years will begin with what?  

A covenant between the “prince who is to come” and the people.  Do you know 
who those players are?

The people here refers to the people of Israel and “the prince who is to come” is the 
Antichrist. This treaty is the starting point of the Great Tribulation, a seven year time period 
that ends with the 2nd Coming of Christ.  Remember that Daniel’s word from the Lord dealt 
with what would happen to Israel, not the Church.  The composition of the Seventy 
Sevens lends support to the Pre-Trib viewpoint of the Rapture.  But more on that later.  
Let’s turn our attention to this “prince who is to come” and see what more we can learn 
about him.  Go back a couple of chapters to Daniel 7:7-28.  These verses describe him as 
“the little horn.”

List what Scripture says about him – his characteristics, his successes and his 
failures.  Note which verse refers to which.

Compare Daniel 7:8 and 7:24.  Where does the “little horn” come from?

From this, we see that a king or leader will rise out of the other ten kings (do you still 
remember them?), and he will overpower them.  Scripture tells us that he will be intelligent 
and arrogant.  What a dangerous combination!
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The New Testament is not at all silent about this person.  Read each passage and list 
the title given to the one Daniel calls “the little’ horn.”

	 2 Thess. 2:1-10

	 I John 2:18

	 Rev. 13:1-8

Did you notice some familiar references?  “Leopard, bear, lion” – where have you heard 
those descriptions before?  The vision in Daniel 7, of course!

What did each represent?

	 Lion

	 Bear

	 Leopard

This beast will combine the greatness of each kingdom.  What do you make of the 
seemingly fatal wound mentioned in Rev. 13?

If you speculate that Satan will heal the fatal wound, then resurrect the beast in an attempt 
to counterfeit the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, you are in good company.  
Remember what we learned about Satan in Isaiah 14:14?  Satan wants to make himself 
like God.  He is insanely jealous of Jesus and he tries to copy with corruption what God 
does in holiness.  The defeated one does this continuously in the world today.  He offers 
pitiful substitutes and tries to pass them off as authentic.  But make no mistake about it – 
he is a fake and he will never compare to The Most High!

39



Day Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Summarize from yesterday the names given to the man Satan puts in place to 
oppose Christ.

Now, list the information about him found in these passages.

	 Rev. 13:1

	 Daniel 7:8, 9:26

	 Daniel 8:23

	 Daniel 11:36

	 Rev. 17:11, 12

	 Dan. 11:43

	 Rev. 6:2, 13:2

	 Dan. 7:25

He will oppress the saints – specifically, he will “wear out the people of the Most High.”  
Nothing new about that.  That’s his most effective tactic against you and me today – has 
been all through history.  He uses discouragement and exhaustion to defeat God’s people.  
But it is only temporary – we will win in the end because of whose side we are on!!  In the 
meantime, let’s beat him at his own game!

Read these gems from God’s Word to see what we should do.

	 James 4:7

	 Gal. 6:9

	 Hebrews 12:1, 2
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I don’t know what you are wrestling with, dear sister, but don’t give up.  Don’t quit!  We 
have within us the same power that raised Jesus from the dead!!!  See Ephesians 1:19, 
20.  In the end times, Satan will try to wear out those who are God’s.  He will even wipe 
out religious holidays (if you ask me, he has a head start on that one – HOLIDAY trees! 
Hmph!!!)  But don’t fret.

Remember Daniel 2:34, 35?  What, or WHO, is that?  

The Stone cut out without hands.  The Rock of our Salvation.  He smashes the statue so 
that “not a trace of them was found” and he “becomes a great mountain that fills the whole 
earth!!”

Wow.  You have worked so hard this week.  I am impressed.  God is pleased.  You may be 
just plain worn out!  But keep hanging in there.  We are going to learn more in class about 
the prophecy yet to be fulfilled.  Personally, I don’t think what’s to come is as difficult to 
grasp as Daniel’s Seventy Sevens, so the hardest is behind you!

Let’s close this week with a quick recaps of the events we learned in class that have 
already been fulfilled.  You probably know them by heart.

	 1.  The kingdoms foretold in Daniel 2 and 7 (Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greek, 

	      Roman)

	 2.  Destruction of Temple in Jerusalem

	 3.  WWI and WWII

	 4.  Reestablishment of Israel as a state

	 5.  Jewish control of Jerusalem

Close with Philippians 1:6.  What He started, He will finish.  Hallelujah!!!!!
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L!tening Guide  Week Four

Prophecy Yet to be Fulfilled	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

“God’s Plan for the Ages” Review 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     The
Eternity		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Eternal

Past	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   Order

The Rapture: Timing? 	     	 	       

Scripture focus for today: Matthew 24, 25 and Luke 21: 20-24

These passages relate to 	 	 	 	  and 	 	 	 	 	 .

In this famous Biblical passage known as The Olivet Discourse, the disciples asked three 
questions of Jesus:

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.
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Why is the Rapture not mentioned? Jesus was answering questions about 

	 	 	 . The true determination of where history is moving is how world 

events affect 		 	 	 	 .  (Deut. 32:8, 9)

Jesus tells the disciples about several things that are to take place. Two of the events in 

this passage that have already taken place are 	 	 	 	  and 

	 	 	 	 .

Jesus calls these things “         ” – things 

increasing in      and in     .

	 	 	 	 	  signs (Matt. 25:5, 9)

	 	 	 	 	  signs (Matt. 24:6, 7/Luke 21:25)

	 	 	 	 	  signs (Matt. 24:7/Luke 21:11)

Specific signs to watch for (before or after the Rapture, because the Rapture is 

	 	 	 ).

	 1.  Ezekiel 38:1-39:16

  What –

  Who –

  Why –

  What then –

	 2.  Daniel 7:23, 24 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 . This will 

	      dissolve into 	 	 	 	 	  (Daniel 7:24a) which will give rise 

	      to the 	 	 	 	  (Daniel 7:24b/2 Thess. 2:1-3)

	      Characteristics of the 	 	 	 	

 3.  2 Thess. 5:1-3 – Period of       

 4.  Malachi 4:5, 6 – Return to earth of     and   
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 5.  Daniel 9:24-27 –         which begins 

      the      

 6.  Daniel 9:24-27/Rev. 6-8/Matt. 24:9 – The Tribulation   

	      It ends with 	 	 	 	 	 . Remember Daniel 2:34, 35?

	      The 	 	 	 	 	 !!

      The return of Christ – Isa. 34:1-7, 63:1 to     

	 	 	 	       Matt. 24:30 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	       Joel 3:12, 13 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 7.  Daniel 12:12, 13 		 	 	 	 	

	      Six things accomplished during this time period:

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Point of Today’s Lesson:
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Homework  Week Four

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Ladies, this is like a tidal wave of information to process and retain!  Are you feeling swept 
under?  I am trying hard to keep it all straight.  You would not believe how scatterbrained I 
have become during this study time – my children’s Christmas gifts are in hiding and I 
cannot find some of them!!  Oops!!

Because there is so much of Scripture that I want to impart to you, we cannot cover it all in 
class. That’s why this work outside of class is so vital.  (What is our watchword? 
                                           )  And if you dig it out yourself, you will remember it better 
(Deut. 29:29).

We’ll start off easy – sort of like getting wet up to your knees before the tsunami hits!

Sketch out the timeline we covered in class.  Try as much as you can from memory but 
look back at your notes when you need to.  

We learned a volume of material from our homework last week.  I won’t make us repeat it 
but let’s do recap the “Seventy Sevens” a bit.  

What group is this prophecy about?

What are the “sevens” or “weeks?”  
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What length of time does it cover?

What are the events that mark each subdivision?  The first 49 years?

The next 62 weeks culminate with what?

What is “the gap?”  

What phrase in Daniel 7 lets us know there is a gap?

What begins the 70th week?

What is the 70th week?

Now let’s take a more detailed look at what we covered in class.

One of the most famous “end times” passages is when Jesus was speaking to His 
disciples at the Mount of Olives.  This took place just prior to the Last Supper and His 
crucifixion.  Often referred to as “The Olivet Discourse,” this event is recorded in three of 
the Gospels:  Matthew, Mark and Luke.  To get a complete picture of what took place, we 
need to look at all three.  Read Matthew 24, 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21:5-36.

In the first few verses of each passage, find the three questions the disciples 
asked of Jesus.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

Jesus had just prophesied to His followers that the Temple would be destroyed.  His 
disciples were perplexed because 1.) the Temple was not yet completed and 2.) the 
stones being used to build the Temple were magnificent, seemingly indestructible (sort of 
like the Titanic, maybe????). Nonetheless, Christ’s prophecy was completely fulfilled in 70 
AD when the Romans destroyed the city of Jerusalem, including the glorious Temple.
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We can well imagine that this prophecy not only perplexed but also troubled the disciples.  
So they turned to Jesus for comfort and information.  (There’s a lesson in itself! What a 
great example to follow!)  The first question they asked was, “When shall these things 
be?” (referring to the destruction of the Temple).  Second question was, “What shall be the 
sign of Your coming?” (since the Rapture is imminent, this must mean the Glorious 
Appearing). And thirdly, “What shall be the signs of the end of the world?”

Notice first in all three accounts that Jesus does not scold them for asking.  Just as a 
good parent seeks to gently calm her child when facing uncertain or unpleasant 
experiences, so Jesus answered the questions of His beloved followers…those then and 
those of us today.

Also, notice that Jesus gave them more answers than they asked for.  This is so like Him!  
How thankful I am that He knows what I need better than I do and when I come to Him 
with what I see as my need, He gives me more than I expect!  Here, Jesus does not 
immediately answer their questions but instead gives them counsel not to jump to the 
wrong conclusion. (Talk about another lesson all in itself!  But I won’t chase that rabbit!)

Read Matthew 24:4-6 and Luke 21:9 (again).  What does Jesus explain they can 
expect before the end begins?

He emphasizes that the rise of false Messiahs and local wars are NOT the signs that the 
end has begun.  Since Jesus knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10), He can 
answer the questions in any order He chooses.  In the next couple of verses, (Matthew 
24:7-8, Mark 13:8, and Luke 21:10, 11), He gives the answer to the disciples’ third 
question:  What is the sign of the end of the age?  The expression “nation against nation” 
was a Jewish idiom for a World War.  Here, Jesus was explaining that when there is 
worldwide war, rather than local wars, combined with famines and earthquakes, that is a 
signal that the end of the age has begun.

Do you think we are living in the Last Days?              Why or why not?

I believe we can credibly point to World War I and World War II (which most historians say 
was a continuation of World War I) as the conflict that signaled the BEGINNING (see Matt. 
24:8 – “merely the beginning of the birth pangs”) of the last days.  As far as the other two 
indications (earthquakes and famines), most of the world’s earthquakes have occurred 
since 1900 with an even increasing number through the decades.  Famines, as well, have 
recorded unprecedented devastation in the 20th century.  
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In the Mark and Luke accounts of Jesus’ answer, they record what some of the things will 
be that happen before the sign of the end of the age, things the disciples themselves will 
experience.

Look for nine things in Mark 13:9-13 and Luke 21:12-19 that Jesus told His 
disciples to expect.   

	 1.

	 2. 

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

	 6.

	 7.

	 8.

	 9.

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

After preparing His disciples for 1.) rejection by the Jews, 2.) rejection by the Gentiles, 3.)
persecutions, 4.) success in proclaiming the Gospel (hooray for something positive!), 5.) 
being given Divine utterances for their defense, 6.) rejection by their own family members, 
7.) being hated by all men, 8.) reassurance of salvation, and 9.) success in leading many to 
Christ, Jesus proceeded to answer their first question – “When would the Temple be 
destroyed?”

Only Dr. Luke records this answer in vs. 20-24.  (I suspect that Matthew and Mark were so 
overwhelmed by the other information Jesus had just shared that they passed right by the 
destruction of the Temple!)

What was the sign that indicated this destruction?
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This prophecy was remarkably fulfilled just a few decades after Jesus’ answer.  In 66 AD, 
the Roman army surrounded Jerusalem. They backed off from destroying it then because 
of a supply problem in 68 AD (no UPS around then).  For a short time, Jerusalem was no 
longer surrounded and the Hebrew Christians were able to heed Jesus’ warning recorded 
later in Luke’s Gospel and leave the city.  That same year, a new Roman general and his 
son (Titus) besieged the city.  In 70 AD, the city and the Temple were destroyed.  Historical 
records tell us that over 1 million Jews were killed…but not one Hebrew Christian died in 
this slaughter.  Because these believers had obeyed the words of the Messiah as relayed 
later in the Gospel of Luke.  Talk about motivation to trust and obey!

To answer the second question (wait, what was it? Oh, yes, what will be the sign of Your 
coming?) Jesus first explained the Tribulation.  We don’t have time to cover the events of 
this horrible time but you do need to know what starts it and that it is divided in half.

Read Matthew 24:9-14 and note five things that will occur during the first half (3½ 
years).

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

We learned in class what will begin the Tribulation and it’s not the Rapture.  Do you 
remember what it is?  I first learned it by reading Tim LaHaye’s Left Behind book series.  If 
you find yourself with some free time after doing all this homework, I recommend this 
series.

It will begin after the Rapture but we don’t know how long after.  The event that begins the 
Tribulation will be the signing of a treaty with Israel. Though we don’t know for sure, it 
seems reasonable that the World wants this peace treaty so as to avoid the supernatural 
intervention that will spell disaster for Russia after they try invading The Beautiful Land!!  
Then 3½ years after that, the second half begins. The second half of the Tribulation begins 
with “the abomination of desolation” which is also foretold in Daniel 12:11 and Rev. 
13:11-15.  This act of sacrilege – when the False Prophet sets up an image of the 
Antichrist in the Holy of Holies in the Temple – will usher in the greatest time of horror the 
world has ever seen.  I imagine when the Jews were undergoing the events of the 
Holocaust, they were wondering if this was what Jesus had warned about.  As 
unspeakably horrible as that was, it does not compare with the wrath God will let loose 
during this time (see Daniel 11:36-45 and chapter 12).
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This abomination of desolation is the signal for the Jews to flee out of the land to a secret 
place where God will lead them to for protection during the last half of the Tribulation.  
Won’t that be amazing?  We’ll get to cheer form Heaven as we see God lead the nation of 
Israel to Petra, the place of safe hiding.  I want you to read Micah 2:12, 13, Isaiah 34:1-7, 
63:1-6 and Hab. 3:7 so you will know I am not making this up! (“Petra” is Greek for the 
Hebrew place called “Borzah”)

Jesus describes in Matt. 24:28 the end of a series of battles often referred to as “The 
Campaign of Armageddon” (also in Rev. 16:12-16).  This will be when the kings of the 
world gather together in an attempt to annihilate the nation of Israel.  They just never do 
get the picture, do they?  After all these centuries of Satan inciting people and nations 
trying to wipe out the Jews...and it never happens.  Looks like SOMEBODY would learn 
from history, doesn’t it??  As they approach Jerusalem and the hiding place of the Jews, 
Jesus will return from Heaven (with us!) and wipe them out.  The “body” or “corpse” in the 
passage is the nation of Israel and the “vultures” are the approaching nations.

Rev. 19:11-16 records what will happen.  Read this passage and discern what our 
role will be in this battle (take special note of what we are wearing – this is significant).

We are the armies described in v. 14 – can you imagine soldiers dressed in white linen – 
clean, white linen?  (Later on, we’ll find out how we get these snazzy outfits – read Rev. 
19:8 for a preview!)  White linen!  I don’t even eat lunch in white linen, much less head out 
for battle! Do you know why God’s armies can head into battle dressed in white?  
BECAUSE WE DON’T HAVE TO FIGHT!!  Rev. 19:15 tells us that He wipes them out with 
His Word!  Remember, God describes His Word in Ephesians 6:17 as a sword!  He who 
created the world with but a word will open His mouth and smite His enemies.  We’ll be 
the only army that gets to spectate a victory!  Hallelujah!

Well, I got a little ahead of myself.  We’ll have to wait until tomorrow to get the answer to 
the second question.

I love you!
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Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Wow, we need some extra days this week!  Thanks for working so hard the last couple of 
days.  Today is not going to be a vacation but you will love what we’re covering.  By the 
way, what is our watchword?? 

Back to the questions – the second one is answered in Matt. 24:25-30, Mark 13:24-26, 
and Luke 21:25-27 – what will be the sign of Your coming? (Remember, there are no signs 
that precede the Rapture – that makes it _________________ but the Glorious Appearing 
does have signs!)

Read the preceding passages and determine what the sign(s) will be.

So, immediately after the Tribulation, while the remnant of the nation of Israel is protected 
from the encroaching armies (Matt. 24:28), there will be a total blackout and great 
confusion on Earth.  Then, suddenly, amazing and blinding light will appear – the Glory of 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds – Shekinah Glory!

Jesus has answered all three questions.  Let’s review:

1. The surrounding of Jerusalem by armies was the sign of                                          .

2. Worldwide war, famine and earthquakes signaled that                                          

had begun.

3. The Shekinah Glory of the Lord breaking through the worldwide blackout 

means                                             .

But there is more to each passage.  What else is Jesus telling them (and us)?  

Read Matt.24:36-42 and Luke 21:34-36.  What does this sound like to you?

Although some experts differ with the following interpretation, two of my favorite scholars 
(Tim LaHaye and Arnold Fruchtenbaum) say that these passages describe the Rapture, 
the timing of which will not be known in advance by the angels, Jesus, and certainly not by 
any man.  So beware of anyone who tries to pin it to an exact date!
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We are told, however, to be on the alert, to watch and wait.  Although we are not to know 
the exact time of the Rapture, we do know it precedes the Glorious Appearing and, 
according to many scholars, also the Tribulation.  Since Scripture does give us signs for 
these two events, then, as we see those signs appear, we can know that the Rapture is 
near.

To conclude today, let’s search some additional Scriptures for signs of Christ’s return.  List 
what each passage tells you.

1. Matt. 24:7, 8

2. Zeph. 2:1, 2 and Ezek. 22:17-22

3. Daniel 12:4

4. 2 Tim. 4:2-4

5. 2 Tim. 3:1-5

6. 2 Peter 3:1-12

7. Ezek. 38 and 39 (note:  we do not know if this war will take place before or after the 
Rapture but it is most commonly believed that it will precede the Tribulation.  This 
viewpoint allows for the seven months of burying the dead and the seven months of 
burning the weapons, as well as laying the groundwork for a treaty with Israel, 
which will mark the beginning of the Tribulation).  

As you read these chapters, note vs. 13 in chapter 38 – what do you think 
that is describing?

Also, note vs. 1-6 in chapter 39 – talk about a defense!

Then read carefully vs. 9-16 – what happens in the aftermath?

8. Daniel 7:23-24b
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      9.  I Thess. 5:1-3

     10. Joel 2:31

     11. Matt. 4:5-6 (This is not John the Baptist and this is not the two witnesses who are 
	 present during part of the Tribulation.)

     12. Daniel 9:27 

Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

I want you to study and decide for yourself about the timing of the Rapture.  Although I do 
believe Scripture supports the Pre-Trib viewpoint, I do acknowledge that the issue is not 
ironclad.  And I admit that it gives me a bit of pause to know that one of my most favorite 
Bible teachers, John Piper, supports the Post-Trib view.  Regardless, we need to be ready, 
whenever He is coming!!!!
 
We’ve already established the support for the belief in a Pre-Trib Rapture.  Just to cement 
it in our minds, review I Thess. 5:1-10.  Who goes first?

OK, if we are not on Earth during the Tribulation, where are we and what are we 
doing then?  Glad you asked.  Read Romans 14:10-12, 1 Cor. 5:10-15, Rev. 19:1-10, 
Rev. 4:1-11, Rev. 5:1-14 for some insight (we have already touched on this so it should be 
familiar).

After we meet Christ in the air, we will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Now, 
we already know that this is not to test us for salvation.  This is a time to test our works.  
The Greek word for “judgment seat” is “bema” which referred to the judge’s stand where 
athletes received their prizes after competing.  What a great picture for us!
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We will cover this again and more, but for now, read those passages I just gave 
you and note what in your life you think will result in refined stones.  And just to 
get you thinking, what do you think you will do with those precious stones?

After the Judgment Seat, we will become the Bride of the Lamb.  That is going to be so 
exciting!  Don’t you just love weddings!  I loved mine so much.  I had the best time – I did 
not want to leave the reception!  Our ultimate wedding ceremony will take place in Heaven.  
In a couple of weeks, we’ll learn about our wedding dress – for now, read Rev. 19:8 to 
review what the fabric of our garment will be.  This may raise some questions in your mind 
about our own righteousness.  I hope so because I want us to discuss it thoroughly!  Write 
down any thoughts or questions you have, etc. and we’ll go over it together.  (Just remind 
me!!)

As we close today, I want to explain the Jewish marriage system. You will see how God 
used it in the lives of His people to demonstrate what His plans for them were and are.  
The parallels to our salvation are delightful!  I am paraphrasing from Arnold Fruchtenbaum’s 
book The Footsteps of the Messiah.

In order to fully comprehend what is happening in Revelation 19:6-8, it is necessary to first 
understand the Jewish wedding system which was common in Jesus’ day and still used 
among Jews until the 20th century.  This system had four distinct stages, all of which are 
to be found in the relationship of the Church as the Bride of Christ.

In the first stage, the father of the groom made the arrangement for the bride and paid the 
bride-price.  This first stage might happen at any time of the children’s lives – a short time 
before the wedding ceremony or even before they are born.  Often the bride and groom 
did not see each other until their wedding day.  During the interval between the first and 
second stages, the groom was responsible for preparing a home for his bride and the 
bride was to be busy making her wedding dress and preparing things to set up 
housekeeping with.  The second stage was known as “the fetching of the bride.”  In this 
stage, the groom would come to the home of the bride and bring her to his home.  This 
was done in accompaniment with a wedding procession.  The third stage was the 
marriage ceremony to which only a few would be invited.  Finally came the fourth stage, 
the marriage supper or feast to which many were invited and which would last for as long 
as seven days.  Then the bride and groom lived happily ever after! 
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What parallels do you see between the Jewish wedding system and the 
relationship of Christ and the Church?  

The next several pages include a chart of the “shadow” of the Jewish ceremony and “the 
reality” of our relationship with Christ.  Look up the verses – I warn you, this will thrill 
your soul!!!!!!!

You have had a busy couple of weeks.  We’ll close now.  You get Day 5 off.  Here’s a fun 
assignment, though.  If you have any wedding pictures (of you or anyone!) available to you, 
go look at them and keep in mind what you have learned about the picture that marriage is 
of Christ and the Church.  Enjoy!! (And if you have a wedding to plan in the future, 
incorporate these Truths.  What an opportunity to share the Gospel!)
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Jew!h Wed"ng Cu#oms
The marriage consists of 2 parts: Betrothal and Nuptials (Ceremony)

	 	 	 The Shadow		 	 	 	 	 The Reality

1. The Betrothal

a. Similar to today’s engagement as legally binding 
marriage only broken by divorce which was only allowed 
for unfaithfulness. Matt. 1:18, 19

b. The Bridegroom’s Father chooses the Bride. John 6:65; 1 Peter 1:12

c. He sends a friend or trusted servant to secure the terms 
of the marriage with the Bride’s parents. She often has 
no idea what the Groom looks like, only that she will 
spend the rest of her life with him!

John 15:26

d. Marriage contract is presented. Its terms include the 
rights of the Bride (that she will be protected and 
provided for) and the Bride price.
This Bride price is required by law.

And it reflects the value of the Bride.
The Hebrew term for “Bridegroom” is “hatan” - it means 
“one who enters covenant”

Hebrews 8:6; Jeremiah 
31:31-34; Romans 8:16, 
17
1 Peter 1:18, 19; 1 Cor. 
6:20; Romans 8:3, 4
John 3:16

e. If the Bride consents, she responds to the expressed 
love of the Groom and enters into covenant.

1 John 4:19

f. This is the official beginning of the Betrothal! To confirm 
it, a cup of wine is offered to the Bride, and she drinks 
the cup of the covenant.

Matt. 26:27-29

g. Gifts are given to the Bride -                                                                          

from the Groom - to signify his pledge to her                                                       
from her Father (dowry) as part of her inheritance, used 
to prepare her for her new life.

John 14:13, 14, 26; John 
10:28
2 Cor. 5:5
John 14:16, 17; 2 Cor. 
1:21, 22
Col. 1:12
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h. Bride receives “Mikveh” - Hebrew word for “baptism” - a 
cleansing bath that signifies that she is set apart for her 
Groom.

1 Cor. 6:11; Eph. 5:26; 
Acts 1:4

i. Betrothal last 1-2 years. During this time, the Groom 
prepares the wedding chamber, a room in or added onto 
his father’s house that will be used for the 7-day 
honeymoon or “huppah.”                                                                                    
The Bride uses this time to prepare herself for her 
Groom’s return.                   
She wears a veil signifying her betrothal. She makes 
herself beautiful for her Groom. And she is prepared to 
be ready to go at a moment’s notice. During this time, it 
is the responsibility of the Bride’s Father to keep her pure 
for the day of her wedding.

John 14:1-3

Matt. 24:42-44

Rev. 21:2, 19:7
Matt. 25:4-7

2. The betrothal ends when the Groom’s Father 
decides the time is right.

Mark 13:32

a. The Groom and his attendants “abduct” the Bride and 
her attendants, usually at night, always by surprise.

1 Thess. 4:16-18; Matt. 
25:6

b. As they approach her home, the shofar (trumpet) is 
blown to announce their arrival. How embarrassing if 
she is not ready!

c. The Wedding ceremony is quite elaborate and involves 
commitment of the guests.

d. The Groom (if he is rich enough) supplies the wedding 
garments for his Bride.

Rev. 19:8

e. They all go back to the Father’s house for the ritual and 
the honeymoon.

f. The bride sits veiled while the Groom alone signs the 
contract before 2 witnesses. These 2 witnesses are 
special friends.                                                            
The one to attend to the Groom is called “Elijah.” He 
prepares the way for the Groom. The one to attend to 
the Bride is called “Moses.” His job is to lead the Bride to 
the Groom.

Rev. 11:3; John 1:23, 3:29

Matt. 11:13, 14

Gal. 3:24
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g. After signing the contract (covenant), there is the famous 
Jewish wedding dance.

h. The Groom proceeds to the “chuppah” - canopy. Bride’s 
attendants walk down the aisle and await the Bride. She 
is escorted along with her parents.

i. She reaches the Groom and circles him 7 times to 
symbolize their new family circle and its completeness.

j. The Couple is crowned “King and Queen” 1 Peter 5:4; 2 Tim. 4:8; 
Rev. 14:14

k. Rabbi welcomes them, pronounces blessing over cup of 
wine, couple then drinks.

l. Groom gives ring to Bride. The Rabbi reads the marriage 
contract to the Bride to assure her of what she is 
receiving.

m. Rabbi reads 7 Jewish wedding blessings to the couple.

n. The famous “breaking of glass” - by the Groom.                                            
There are differing opinions as to the meaning of this 
tradition. One is that it symbolizes the destruction of the 
Temple in 70 AD and reminds the couple that their 
Jewish identity is above personal individual rights.                             
Another view is that it communicates the truth that 
marriage is an irrevocable act, cannot be undone, just as 
the glass cannot be broken. This act is followed by the 
shouts of “Mazel Tov” (good luck!) by the guests.

o. The Couple is escorted to the wedding chamber that the 
Groom has prepared. There the wedding is 
consummated. The wedding cloths (sheets with the 
Bride’s blood) are provided to the parents as proof of the 
Bride’s virginity. If there is no proof of her purity, the 
Groom is legally able to divorce her on the basis of her 
unfaithfulness.

Matt. 1:18, 19

p. Couple spends 7 days in the “huppah” that the Groom 
prepared. “Elijah” then announces that they are ready to 
join the guests.

1 Thess. 4:14-5:9

q. It is then that the Marriage Supper begins. Rev. 19:6-9
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L!tening Guide  Week Five

The Millennium	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Where on the timeline is The Millennium?

During the 75-Day Interval:

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Millennium:

High point of 		 	 	 	 	

This is what Israel expected 	 	 	 	 	

Fulfillment of 	 	 	 	 	

	 1.  Genesis 12:1-3

	 2.  Deut. 30:1-6

	 3.  Jer. 31:31-34
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	 4.  Jer. 33:14-17

Different viewpoints on The Millennium: This study is 	 	 	 	 	

Who enters:

•

•

•

•

The 	 	 	 	 	  kicks off The Millennium.

 Note on terms:  1st resurrection –

       2nd resurrection –

What will The Millennium be like?

All of the Earth will be renovated except 	 	 	 	    and 		 	         .

What will we do?

 Psalm 16:11 –

 Daniel 2:34-45 –

 Romans 11:29 –

 Luke 12:32/Rev. 20:4-6 –

 Zech. 14:16-19 –

“Kabod”           
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Homework  Week Five

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

There are three viewpoints about the Millennium.  I will review all three here but note that 
the material in this course (timelines, etc.) is based on only one of them.

First, amillennialism says that the Millennium is not a literal 1,000 years nor is it a future 
state.  This viewpoint says Christ’s church is reigning with Him right now.

The next belief is called postmillennialism.  Adherents believe that Christ’s kingdom is 
increasing through the world and progressing the world into utopia.  They think that God’s 
justice will prevail more and more until Christ returns physically to govern.

Premillennialists are convinced that there will be a literal 1,000 year reign here of Christ 
upon this earth, following the Tribulation and Christ’s return and the defeat of His enemies 
in the Campaign of Armageddon.  During this time, God’s promises to Israel will be fulfilled. 
This nation will possess the land they have longed for, and with the Church, will govern the 
world under Christ.  The Millennium will end with one final revolt when Satan is loosed from 
the bottomless pit to deceive a contingent once more.  Christ defeats him, of course, and 
he is cast into the Lake of Fire eternally.  The Eternal Order begins with the New Heavens 
and the New Earth.

While we are reviewing, let’s revisit the highpoints of what we have covered so far.  From 
your lecture notes, homework, and/or the Scripture provided, find the answer to the 
questions below.

What are the three major wars or set of wars in the end times? (Ezek. 38, 39; Rev. 
20:7-10; Rev. 16:12-16)  Also, note how each is resolved.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.
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When is each resurrection?
	
	 Old Testament saints

	 Tribulation saints

	 Christians alive at Rapture

	 Saints dead prior to Rapture

	 Unbelieving dead

When are the judgments for each?

Why is the Judgment Seat of Christ not until after the Rapture?

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Let’s continue the review!

What is our watchword? 

When is the marriage ceremony for Christ and His Bride?

When is the marriage feast?

Where does each take place?

Where is Israel during these events?

What is the 75-day interval?

What happens to Satan during the Millennium?
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Where are the dead in Christ now?

Where were they before Calvary?

Who enters the Millennium?

Who reigns?  What will these people do?

What ends the Millennium?  How can this be?

Sketch out a timeline from the Church Age through the Eternal Order.  Do this from 
memory as much as possible but use your notes when you need to. 

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Way to hang in there!  I want you to not only be familiar with this material but also 
comfortable with it.

Let’s cover (again) some of the details on life during the Millennium.

Read Isaiah 65:17-25.  How can we know this is telling us about the Millennium and 
not the Heaven of the Eternal Order?  

In this passage, what does it say God will create?
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This must mean that our present Earth and Heavens will be “made new”…”renovated.”  
The corruption of sin will be gone – glory hallelujah!

What does this passage tell you about what life will be like during our 1,000 year 
reign with Christ? (For further information, read Isaiah 11:6-9 and Micah 4:1-5).

What will be the key topographic changes to the earth for the Millennium?  Isaiah 
2:2-4 tells us about this. 

On top of the newest, highest mountain will stand the Millennium temple, the center of 
Jewish worship.  Read Ezekiel 37:26-28, 40:5-43:27 for a description of this place of 
worship.  Isaiah 27:13 and Isaiah 56:6-8 tells us that this temple will not be for Jewish 
people only.  Who else will worship there?  

Won’t that be a wonderful sight to see!!!  Ezekiel 44:1-46:24 tells us about the activities of 
the temple.  Why will sacrifices be necessary?  (Somebody, remind me to be sure and 
cover this in class if I forgot to – this is very interesting.  There are differing viewpoints on 
this and I want to know what you all think.)

What about the government, the administrative structure during this time?  Read 
Luke 1:30-33, Jer. 33:14-17, Rev. 12:5, Rev. 19:15, Rev. 20:4-6, Ezek. 37:24, 25, Matt.
19:28, Isaiah 56:1-8, Psalm 72.  I know this is a lot of Scripture but please look it up!  Try 
to dig out who will rule over whom and how.

Christ, of course, rules over all.  He rules with a rod of iron – why is this 
necessary?
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There will be two branches of government – the Gentile Branch (consisting of the Church 
and the Tribulation Saints as co-rulers with Christ) and the Jewish Branch (consisting of the 
regenerated nation of Israel, with resurrected David or one of his descendants as its head 
under Christ, the 12 Apostles under him, and finally, Jews in various positions over the 
non-Church Gentiles).  

What does Isaiah 11:1-5 assure us will be prevalent during His reign? 

God will fully restore to Israel the land He promised them through Abraham.  The land will 
be prosperous and produce abundantly as never before.  Israel will finally be able to enjoy 
the Promised Land in peace and security.  Don’t you know the Jewish people today long 
for that?

We are told to pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6) – let’s do that right now!

Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Now that we have discussed reigning with Christ, we need to address what results in 
those various assignments.  We will cover this and revisit it and review it because it is so 
important.  This is just the beginning!

Read Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 19:11-27. These are probably familiar passages to 
many of us.  Please don’t skim over this assignment.  I gained new insight as I studied 
these Scriptures and many commentaries dealing with them.  I don’t want you to miss 
what God has to say! 

Before you ferret out any observations or interpretations or applications, here is a little 
historical background.  A talent was a denomination of money, worth about $1,000 or the 
equivalent to 20 years of wages for the common laborer.  A mina was worth about three 
years wages.  (If we get to choose, I’d like to be the slave in the Matthew parable who got 
five talents – how about you?)

What do you notice that is similar in each parable?

What are the differences you note?
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In the Luke passage, each one was given the same amount of minas.  I guess this 
nobleman was an equal opportunity employer!  What was the nobleman’s instructions 
to all ten of his slaves?

What was the response of the three slaves specifically noted in this account to 
his instructions?

What was the nobleman’s response to each of them?

Who do you think is the nobleman?

The slaves?

What do you think the minas represent?

Who owns the minas, as well as, the talents in the other parable?

Since the servants in the Luke parable receive equally, I believe the minas represent God’s 
Word, perhaps specifically the Good News of Salvation. As each one was rewarded 
proportionately to the way he handled the minas, I believe we, too, will be rewarded 
according to how we obey and share God’s Word…by being given reign over cities!  
Responsibility will be a reward, not a burden.  The response of the nobleman suggests that 
our faithfulness in multiplying the Gospel will affect our position in the Kingdom, certainly 
the Millennium but perhaps for Eternity.  Part of me quivers at the thought of this 
responsibility.  I know I am not capable!  We’ll just have to take God at His Word and trust 
Him.  Surely “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” 
Phil. 1:6. 

The nobleman’s last words to his slaves were “Do business with this until I return” (v.13).  
How are you doing about your Father’s business?

Now to the Matthew passage.  What do you think the talents represent?

How were they distributed? (v.15)
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What do you think “ability” refers to here?  

Based on how they were distributed (“according to his own ability”), I think the talents 
represent opportunities to use our gifts, not a spiritual or physical talent or ability.  We have 
been assigned our ministries (our opportunities) for the Lord according to the abilities He 
has given us (physical or spiritual talents/gifts/resources).

Maybe you are sometimes tempted to think you don’t have much in the way of resources 
or abilities to serve God with.  It surely can lead to a pity party to look around at others and 
focus on what they have, what they can do.  Understanding this passage of Scripture can 
change that! Notice the response of the master to the first two slaves.  What does he tell 
each of them?

It was the same commendation, exactly!  The master was pleased and he told them both 
that, because they had been faithful with few things, he would put them in charge of many 
things! And he welcomed them into his joy.  The one with fewer talents did not receive less 
than the one who had more; instead he was judged based on how he did with what he 
had!  I don’t know about you but that encourages me.

God decided what to give each of us in the areas of musical, athletic, artistic, etc. abilities.  
He alone distributed the spiritual and financial resources to us all.  And He assigns our 
opportunities (“talents”) based on those abilities He has allotted.  Our responsibility is to 
make the most of those opportunities that He has afforded us…for Him.  How important it 
is to remember that these minas and talents all belong to Him!  Our use (development, 
multiplication) of them is for Him, not ourselves. Our fragile egos often tempt us to forget 
where our gifts and our opportunities come from.  We strive to make ourselves appear 
significant in the eyes of others by wanting to parade before others our gifts or 
opportunities or those of our children(!) or even who we know that has gifts and 
opportunities(!!!).  This happens in the Church every bit as much as in the world.  It’s even 
more sad that we in the Church fall prey to this, making it worse many times by cloaking 
our “performances” in a pretense of spirituality.  This must not be so!

God exhorts us to use the gifts He has given to do, what?  Read Ephesians 4:10-13.

And then, based on how we handle what belongs to Him, He will reward us for ourselves!  
Is that not just amazing?
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About that last servant.  In each of the parables, the master was displeased.  In the 
Matthew passage, we see an unbelieving slave who never believed there would be an 
accounting of his life.  In the Luke passage, the slave lost not only what he had, but what 
he could have had. 

As I read each of these, I hope I am becoming “so heavenly minded that I’ll be some 
earthly good” – how about you? 
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L!tening Guide  Week Six

The Eternal Order	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

What can we know about THE PLACE?

PREPARED

•  By                                             John 14:1-6/Hebrews 11:10, 16

•  For                                             John 14:1-6

•  City/Country –                                             Hebrews 11:10, 16

•  New – 2 Peter 3:10-13 – “loosed” –                                            

•  Size –                                          Rev. 22:17

•  Gates – 12 –                        on each side

	     Why gates? 	 	 	 	

	     Each one made up of 	 	 	 	

•  Walls

•  Streets

•  River of                                    

•  Tree of                                     

PERFECT

 PLACE – No    

	     	     No 	 	 	 	 	

	     	     No 	 	 	 	 	

	     	     No 	 	 	 	 	

	     	     No 	 	 	 	 	

	     	     Time that 	 	 	 	 	
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	     	     No NEED for 	 	 	 	 	

	 POPULATION

	     	     	 	 	 	 	  bodies (I Cor. 15:42)

	     	     	 	 	 	 	  capabilities (John 20:26)

          Animals – Rev. 8 and 15

	     	     NO SIN

PURSUITS

We will

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

PRESENCE

	 Psalm 16:11

	 Malachi 3:16-18
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Homework  Week Six

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Whew!  We’re finally here!  You may have been anticipating this week, wondering if we 
would ever cover what you signed up to hear about – HEAVEN.  Our Eternal Home.  I 
know it’s been a long trip – thanks for hanging in there.  I pray you have learned some 
things along the way and mostly, I pray that you have seen God change you to become 
more Heavenly minded…that means you’re more earthly good !

One of the books that I highly recommend you read on your own is Heaven by Randy 
Alcorn.  He does a most wonderful job of covering so many topics.  Our study is not 
exhaustive enough to address them all.

For now, I want us to examine the main assertion in his book, that this present earth will 
not be annihilated but rather renovated, restored.  Here it is in his own words:

 The entire physical universe was created for God’s glory.  But humanity rebelled and 
 fell under the weight of our own sin.  Yet the serpent’s seduction of Adam and Eve 
	 did not catch God  by surprise.  He had in place a plan by which He would 
 redeem mankind – and all of creation—from sin and corruption and death.  Just as 
	 He promised to make men and women new, He promises to renew the earth itself.

 God’s redemptive plan climaxes not at the return of Christ, nor in the millennial
	 Kingdom but on the New Earth.  Only then will all wrongs be made right.  Only then
	 will there be no more death, crying, or sin (Rev. 21:1-4).

	 God has never given up on His original creation.  He seeks to restore it to its original
	 Design.

Alcorn says that he thought for years that “God was going to destroy the earth, abandon 
His original design and plans and start over by implementing a new plan in a UNearthly 
Heaven.”  Then he began to discover what other scholars such as Alfred Thompson Eades 
and others believe – the New Earth is the Old Earth restored.

I am not adamant about this point nor do I consider it essential as Alcorn does but I do 
want you to be familiar with it.  If you don’t agree, that is fine!!! As I said, this is one of the 
(few) things I am not dogmatic about.  So, if you think otherwise, that is A.O.K. (just please 
don’t fuss at me in public!!)
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Here are some objections Alcorn addresses:

	 1.  Rev. 21:1 says that the Old Earth will pass away.  But when people pass away, 
	      they do not cease to exist; they are raised to be new people.  So it is with the 
      Old Earth.  Jesus Himself said in Matt. 19:28 that in the Regeneration…not in 
      the destruction.
	 2.  Jesus is preparing a place for us (John 14:2, 3) and that is the New Jerusalem 
	      which comes down to reside on the New Earth.
 3.  Isaiah says “then will all your people be righteous and they will possess the land 
      forever,” not for 1,000 years and then a new land.
 4.  Christ’s millennial reign will be in a new heaven and a new earth (Isa. 65:17) but it 
      will not yet be perfect.  Although the curse will be lifted, it is not done away with 
      until Jesus casts Satan and death into the Lake of Fire.
 5.  God’s plan for the ages is “to bring all things in heaven and on earth together 
      under one head, even Christ.” (Eph. 1:10)
 6.  Romans 8:19-34 tells us that creation is longing to be made new…not 
	      destroyed.

Ladies, whatever the location of Heaven, one thing is for sure – what does Rev. 
21:3 say that is?

God’s presence will make it perfect and that’s enough for me!

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Can we really know the truth about Heaven?  We know we can’t know the time Jesus will 
catch us up in the air (but we can deduce from the signs to precede the end of the age 
that the Rapture is nearing!!).  What about Heaven?

Read I Cor. 2:6-13 and note how it applies to what we can know about Heaven.  
What are your thoughts on this passage?
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Some manuscripts use the word “but” instead of “for” in verse 10.  This leads us to believe 
that God has explained to us about Heaven.  Oh, not in great detail but – remember Deut. 
29:29.  We can accept that much about Heaven is secret and there will undoubtedly be 
countless glorious surprises for us there.  But as far as what is revealed, we should study 
His Word carefully because these secret things revealed belong to us and to our children.  
In fact, read Col. 3:1, 2.

What does this exhort us to do?

That’s why we are in this study, isn’t it? 

For review, recall our watchword verse.  And, since you have had so many days of work 
overload, we’ll make today a short one.  Spend time asking God to reveal His Truth about 
His Heaven to you, preparing your heart and your divinely inspired imagination, to “set your 
mind on things above.”

And if you have specific questions, don’t forget to give them to me in writing.  Or email me 
at chamfam@bellsouth.net.

I love you all!

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Read each passage listed and write what we can learn from each one about 
Heaven, its inhabitants, and the activities of Heaven.  Ask God to help you think!!  
This will help us prepare for next week’s lecture.  There is no particular order or 
organization to this list.

	 Heb. 11:10 

	 Heb. 13:14

	 Heb. 11:16

	 I Cor. 15:40-44
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	 Rev. 14:13 (I love this one a lot!!)

	 Rev. 22:3-5

	 Rev. 21:19-21

	 2 Peter 3:13

	 Rev. 21:23-26

	 Rev. 21:27

	 Rev. 22:1

	 Rev. 22:5

 Rev. 22:3 – Compare to Gen. 3:17-19

Keep going!

	 Phil. 3:20, 21

 John 20:19-23 – Think Hard!!!

 John 21:12  – What is the Heavenly activity implied here?

	 Rev. 22:2

	 Matt. 5:12
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	 Matt. 6:19-21

	 Luke 16:9 (I think this is so cool!)

	 Rev. 19:4-6

	 Rev. 14:3

 Rev. 6:9-11 and Heb. 12:1 – I am looking for something here that is specific to 
	 Heaven now, not the Eternal Order.

Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

What appeals to you most about Heaven?  

At different times, I have longed for different things.  Sometimes, when “Life” has come at 
me particularly hard, I look to Heaven as a way out of “all this.”  And that’s OK to do 
because Heaven will be a place of security and nurturing, a place without pain and anxiety, 
a place where all my deepest needs will be divinely fulfilled.

Other times, I just want to see Jesus and the Father and say “Thank you.”  Don’t you 
marvel that He has chosen us – that He longs for us and that His blessings flow to us so 
abundantly?  One of my most treasured possessions is an old hymnal that belonged to my 
maternal grandmother, for whom my oldest daughter is named.  On one page, she wrote 
“my favorite.”  Guess what song it is – “Count your many blessings.”

Let’s start our time together today by listing some of the blessings we have right 
now.  Let’s thank the Lord!
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One of the things about Heaven that appeals to me increasingly as my children grow up 
and those I love grow older (including me!) is that in Heaven, we’ll all be together…forever.  
No more goodbyes.  No more separation.  No death or sin.  No more misunderstandings.  
No more offenses.  Together.  Enjoying one another in the Lord.  Oh, how glorious that will 
be!

My friend Penny Carson shared a sweet story with me recently.  I asked her if I could share 
it with you all.  Many of you know Penny and are aware that she has 11 children (that is not 
a typo – yes, eleven, no multiples).  They range in age from 13 to 30-something .  At the 
time of her telling me, three (almost four) were married and there were nine grandchildren.  
You can imagine that it is quite a challenge to get them all together for a holiday 
celebration, much less to coordinate a weeklong vacation.  But that’s just what Penny did 
recently.

With some inheritance from her sweet Daddy, Penny got 24 of them together for a week at 
Disney World (only one could not come). Penny said they stayed in two houses side by 
side and there was constant and blessed coming and going between the houses all hours 
of the day or night and all week long.  In her words, “It was wonderful.  Worth every bit it 
cost.”  She said she knew I would cry when she told me and I surely did!  I also said it was 
a fitting tribute to her Daddy.  And, well, it seemed to me, a little taste of Heaven.

Being all together.  Sweet fellowship.  Enjoying time with those we love.  It won’t be hard to 
schedule in Heaven – it’ll happen all the time!

Why do I tell you this story, other than the fact that it is so sweet?  Because some of us will 
never again in THIS life gather all those we hold dear together.  Some of the blessings we 
listed earlier are precious treasures that have relocated to Heaven.  And while we are 
happy for them, we miss them desperately.  The hole in our hearts may heal over time but 
it will never close…until we are reunited forever.

If you’re like I am, you wonder what those treasured possessions are doing right now.  
What’s Heaven like in this stage, before the Rapture?  Let’s spend some time today asking 
God to divinely (Scripturally) inspire our imaginations about what Heaven is like for “the 
great cloud of witnesses” right now.  Tomorrow we’ll look at lots of Scripture and sort it out 
best we can.

Before we close today, I want to talk about something that can be a source of deep pain 
for many of us.  Those that we love that haven’t trusted Christ.  Some of them have 
already died and we don’t know if they ever entered into a relationship with our Savior.  
Possibly we have prayed fervently and pleaded with them tearfully, but to our knowledge, 
no change was ever made.  What will Heaven be without those dear ones?
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Sweet Sisters, I am not wise enough to be able to counsel you completely about this.  But 
I do have some things to say.  First of all, if the one you love that falls into this category has 
not yet died, then DON’T STOP PRAYING until God Himself tells you to stop.  It is 
God’s will that you should intercede for that person, I assure you.  He longs for them, too!  
And I intend to take Him at His Word in John 14:13, 14.  (Yes, I know all about free will.  
And I know I am opening a potential can of worms.  But I know God lays it on our hearts 
to pray for people to come to Him, and John 6:44, 65 tell us we cannot come to Him 
unless the Spirit draws us.  The Spirit is powerful!  I’ll leave this at that.  Just continue to 
pray).

What about those who have already died?  And to our knowledge, they never made a 
decision for Christ.  I know that must break your heart.  Let me say this.  We never know 
what may have happened in that person’s life without our knowledge.  I know parents who 
were so faithful to intercede for their child and I believe God does not ignore that.  I also 
know about a person’s free will and it may be possible that someone we love dearly may 
not have chosen Christ.  Can Heaven be perfect for us without that person there?

Again, this is surely out of my league but when I don’t know what the answer is, I always 
cling to what I DO know.  And here is what we DO know in this case.  God is perfect.  God 
is ABSOLUTE TOTAL LOVE.  He never acts apart from His perfect love.  We can trust Him.  
Whatever is our situation, we can trust Him.  Whatever it looks like to us, we can trust Him.  
He always acts on our behalf in perfect love, no matter what it looks like.  Trust Him.  

I love you, too.
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Day Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

I’ll bet some of you didn’t wait until “tomorrow” to do “today’s” homework – I hope so!  I 
hope you are excited about and interested in Heaven as I am!

Regardless of which day you are doing your Homework, stop right now and ask God to 
reveal His Truth through His Word, His Spirit.  

Admittedly, there is a lot we don’t know about Heaven as it is right now but let’s look at 
what we do know and go from there.  Look up these verses and write what they are 
telling us about the dead in Christ right now.  I know you have looked up some of 
these before but I want you to do it again, this time in the context of Heaven right now, not 
the Eternal Order.

	 2 Cor. 5:8, 9

	 Heb. 12:1

	 1 Thess. 4:13-14

	 1 Cor. 15:35-53

	 Ecc. 12:7

	 Luke 16:22-31

	 Luke 23:43

	 Acts 7:55, 56

	 2 Kings 6:17

 Rev. 8:6
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	 2 Kings 2:11, Rev. 19:14, Rev. 8:13

	 Heb. 8:5

	 Rev. 10:9-10

Some of this is implied, other information is obvious. Nothing deep or mysterious – just 
read the verses and see what activity or conditions of Heaven are being implied or 
described.

Happy Hunting! 
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L!tening Guide  Week Seven

What is Heaven like NOW?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Heaven NOW vs. The Eternal Order
	
	 Ecc. 12:7
	
	 2 Cor. 12:2
	
	 Rev. 21

What do we know about it based on Scripture?

	 	 	 	  carry us there at death.

Heaven is 	 	 	  because the New Jerusalem comes 	 	 	 .

        not normally visible to earth’s inhabitants.

“Great light” myth – 2 Cor. 11:14

Upon arrival, we will be     by    . Heaven’s inhabitants have 

    bodies,     clothes, and are able to    

       .     are there!

Names – Rev. 2:17

What are Heaven’s citizens doing now?
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Homework  Week Seven

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

We have certainly covered a lot of ground. I hope you have not given up!  Remember way 
back when we cautioned ourselves that knowledge puffs up (1 Cor. 8:1) and we 
committed ourselves not to learn just for the sake of knowledge but so we could know our 
God, to love Him more, to show forth His glory?  Let’s revisit that today.

Begin by reading 2 Peter 1:2-11.  Peter tells us in v. 3 that God has granted to us 
everything we need for life and godliness through…what?

Yep, through the true knowledge of Him.  By gaining in the true knowledge of Him, we will 
grow in godliness.  What does Peter say to add to our knowledge?

Wow – self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love.  All of these laid 
in the foundations of the true knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord.  And if these 
qualities are present in our lives and we are growing in them, what does v. 8 
indicate will be the result?

We will be useful and fruitful!  Hallelujah!  There is the application of all we have been 
learning.

We don’t need to know all these things so we can be experts.  We need to increase in our 
knowledge of God and His marvelous Plan so we can be useful and fruitful for Him!

That’s why He doesn’t call us all home to Heaven immediately after saving us.  That’s what 
He says in John 15:16.  

Go and bear fruit!  And bear fruit that shall remain!!

Here is our focus for today.  Bearing fruit that remains.  (Takes me a long time to get to the 
point, doesn’t it?)  

First, define fruit.  Read Gal. 5:22, 23. Sometimes we tend to think of fruit as works that 
we do for God.  We’ll be looking at works next week – now the focus is on fruit.
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List the fruit that is produced in our lives as a result of the Spirit having control.

Before we give thought to work and treasure and crowns and rewards, be sure that we 
have firmly rooted in our minds what kind of fruit God says to bear because this is the fruit 
that will remain.

How would you think this applies to the works we will be judged for?

How can this fruit remain?

Now read Matt. 13:1-9.  What do you think is the seed?

The crop in v. 8?

I believe the seed is God’s Word, and when it is planted in the good soil of a humble, 
obedient heart, it yields a magnificent crop of good fruit!  Check out vs. 18-22 for Jesus’ 
explanation.

What do you think prevents us from bearing fruit?  Read vs. 22 and list the two 
things that choke the Word, stifling fruitfulness.

	 1.

	 2.

Is there anything in your life where God is calling you to obedience but you have 
delayed?

Listen and heed so you don’t choke out the fruit He longs to cultivate in you.  Fruit that will 
remain!
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Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Several weeks ago, we read part of 1 Cor. 3:1-23.  Now let’s examine it more in depth.  
We already established that this passage clearly teaches the security of the believer.  
Which verse tells us that?

Now for more….

Why do you think Paul is covering this subject?  What seems to be the problem 
he is addressing?

Do you and I have that in us or among us or between us now?

What does Paul exhort us to do about it?

I find v. 8 tremendously encouraging.  Here we see that we are rewarded not for the results 
but for our labor.  Think about someone like a bi-vocational pastor who faithfully shepherds 
a little flock for years and yet never sees much growth.  He can look around at the mega-
churches and wonder what’s wrong with him.  How about missionaries that labor year 
after year, building relationships, translating God’s Word, sharing His Good News…and few 
respond.  Then, someone new takes over and the fruit bursts forth.  What about those 
around us that are so faithful “behind the scenes,” like my own dear prayer team or the 
ones that handle the administrative details for me? Or someone who feels as though they 
have been put on a shelf and are no longer called upon to serve in the same way they 
once did?  Or any of us who feel unqualified or untalented or some other UN?  Without the 
encouragement of this passage, we could shrivel up and waste our time here.  Wouldn’t 
Satan be pleased with that!

Oftentimes, we see our brothers and sisters as competition instead of fellow laborers.  We 
fret about church size, attendance numbers, who gets to teach or sing, or who receives 
the most attention from the pastor.  How gratifying it must be for Satan when he is able to 
distract us from the planting or watering ministry that God has assigned to us.  Or maybe 
we are the fertilizer suppliers behind the scenes!  Whatever our role that God has charted 
for us, it is for the equipping of the saints and to the glory of God.  Let’s not get 
sidetracked and therefore be building with poor materials!

Sisters, I don’t want to preach at you – this is for me, too.  But we need to hear the Truth 
so we can heed. Read on down to v. 5 in the next chapter and see what seems to 
determine the quality of our building materials.
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Next, v. 8 tells us we will receive a reward.  What do you think we will do with these?

I have something interesting to share about that in class!!

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

I told you last week when you had to look up all those verses that I love Rev.14:13.  While I 
like the “rest from their labors” part, that’s not what I am referring to.

What do you think is significant about “for their deeds shall follow them?”

Read John 6:36-38.  How does it relate to the verse in Rev. 14?

Ladies, God is so generous.  He waits to reward us until the end of the Church Age 
instead of as soon as we leave this world because He “gives us credit” for what we plant 
that bears fruit after we leave!  Think about the implications of that!  In God’s economy, the 
man that led Dwight Moody to Him receives multiplied rewards because of the fruit from 
Mr. Moody’s ministry!  WOW!!!!!!!!!!!  That motivates me to pray even more for the ministries 
of my children, how about you????

But let’s talk about our own ministries for a bit.  By “ministry” I don’t just mean those who 
earn their living as pastors or missionaries or song leaders.  I mean each of us who follow 
Christ.  He has gifted each of us to serve Him in the Body of Christ and to the unsaved 
world.  (We’re going to discuss how marvelous it is that He generously chooses to reward 
us for doing what we should do just out of gratitude for what He has done for us but we’ll 
cover that later.  For right now, just thank Him and let’s get back to our ministries).

Where are you laboring right now for Him?

Read Eph. 4:11-13.  What can we learn from this about the purposes of our gifts?
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I see two reasons here – one is to equip the rest of the Body for service and the other is to 
mature our own selves.  I can surely attest to that.  I call it God’s extravagant efficiency.  
When He calls me to exercise my gift, it is not only to serve someone else.  He uses the 
exercise of my gift to refine me!  I have opportunities to practice humility, diligence, 
perseverance, and love, to name a few.  And it’s not all “heavenly sandpaper,” where He 
has to rub off my rough edges.  He blesses me in the process!  Have you had the same 
experience?

Now read Romans 12:4-13.  Most of us are familiar with these verses but let’s revisit them 
and try to learn something new to apply.  What are the gifts listed here?

Which one(s) has God given you?

We are often tempted to think wrongly about the gifts God has given us, either to think too 
highly or too lightly.  We see someone else’s gifts or talents or abilities or opportunities and 
wish God had given those to us instead.  Do we think God made a mistake?????????

Do we miss out on present and future blessings because we don’t have the right 
perspective on the gifts God has distributed to us?

I personally am sometimes tempted to quit teaching.  As much as I love it, sometimes I 
just want to throw in the towel.  It can be from discouragement or fatigue.  The Lord has 
taught me to recognize this tendency and He has helped me learn to combat it or even to 
avert it successfully (thank you, prayer team!).  Other times, though, the enemy is more 
subtle in his attempts to curtail the use of my gift.  I don’t have any grand delusions that 
my not using my gift is unduly hurting the body of Christ; rather I think I am short-circuiting 
God’s desire to mature me through its use!  The subtlety of the enemy is to use what 
appears to be more “spiritual” reasons to quit.  It’s the “brownies with the dog poop” 
principle – remember that?  He accuses me of pride (which can be true) and tries to 
convince me that because of this I should quit teaching.  Not wanting to be unspiritual, I 
have almost stopped.

Turn to 2 Cor. 11:14 and John 14:27.  What do these passages have to do with laboring in 
the Body of Christ?  Just that Satan will resort to even appearing spiritual in order to stop 
us from bearing fruit.  We must learn to distinguish between God’s instruction, the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit and the tactics of the enemy.

85



Of course, we must not use our gifts in pride or with wrong motives.  But let’s not stop 
using our gifts!  Because their distribution is not for you or for me, it’s for the glory of God!  
We just need to humble ourselves, repent of where we are wrong, and use our gifts for 
Him.  There is a lot at stake!! 

Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Let’s take these last couple of days in our homework to look back at some things we have 
already covered. This will be review – I just want to be sure we are retaining the Truths God 
has taught us.

Sketch out the timeline for God’s plan for the ages.  Do as much from memory as possible.  
I will give you a word bank to choose from so you won’t forget to include something.  All 
you need to do is put them in the right order.

	 Marriage Supper

	 Covenant with Israel

	 Rapture

	 Church Age

	 Calvary

	 Eternity Past

	 Millennium

	 Eternal Order or Eternity Future

	 The Law

	 Tribulation

	 Judgment of Nations

	 Glorious Appearing or 2nd Coming of Christ

	 Satan bound for 1,000 years

	 Beast and False Prophet Cast into Lake of Fire

	 Great White Throne Judgment

	 2nd Resurrection

	 1st Resurrection  (Dead in Christ Rise)

	 Rest of 1st Resurrection (OT Saints, Trib Saints)

 Satan Loosed – Final Conflict

	 75-Day Interval

	 Satan Cast into Lake of Fire

86



87



Way to go.  That is a lot of material that you have covered.  I am really proud of you.  I 
really am.  I wish I could take each of your dear faces in my hands and tell you that.  And 
that I love you and I pray for you.  This has been a treasured privilege to go on this journey 
with you.  Thank you for coming along.  (I’d have had a blast anyway but it would’ve been 
a bit lonely all by myself!)

Day Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

We are still reviewing.  I want you to go back to the “Fulfilled Prophecy” week.  Use that 
information (unless you know it from memory – which would quite impress us all!) and fill in 
the chart below concerning the dreams in Daniel 2 and 7.

                                                          

Daniel 2 Statue Daniel 7 Beast Historical Fulfillment

Now, explain the 70 sevens in Daniel 9. 
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What/when is the gap?

What Scripture shows us the gap?

Who was this dream about? Israel or the Church?

Girlfriends, I am so proud of you.  I am going to celebrate with a cold Tab.  Want some?

89



L!tening Guide  Week Eight

The Judgment Seat of Christ	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2 Corinthians 5:9, 10

1 Corinthians 3:9-15

WHO

WHEN

WHAT

WHY

HOW

What do you need to change in order to hear “Well Done!”
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Homework  Week Eight

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Isn’t it just unfathomable that God chooses to reward us for serving Him?  It’s more than 
enough that we get to have a relationship with Him here on Earth, not to mention Eternity.  
And then, on top of all that, He motivates us to do what we should do out of pure gratitude 
to Him by promising us rewards!  Ps. 8:1 says it well: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
Thy name in all the earth, Thou hast displayed Thy splendor above the Heavens!”

Let’s review the last lecture:

WHAT is the Judgment Seat of Christ?

WHAT are the building materials?

WHO is judged?

WHEN does this happen?

WHY the Judgment Seat?

HOW does it happen?

The Judgment Seat of Christ is a magnificent display of God’s glory.  Here, at the “bema,” 
the Greek word for the place where judges determined and publicly rewarded the winners 
of athletic contests, Jesus will lavishly and mercifully reward His followers for their service 
to Him.  I can hardly type it without gasping.  Just to be in His presence is reward enough!   
We have such a gracious God!  He has charged His perfect Son with the responsibility of 
judging us on the basis of our love and loyalty to Him.  I pray that our knowledge of that 
day will cause us to live “soberly and righteously and godly in this present age.” (Titus 2:12)
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As review, why doesn’t God get “efficient” and judge each of us as soon as we 
die, instead of waiting to do us all at the Judgment Seat of Christ?  
(HINT:  remember Rev. 14:13)

Now that we are caught up from the lecture, let’s dig in deeper.  As you begin, know that I 
am praying for you.  This material is vital for you as a follower of Christ.  Pause right now 
and ask the Lord to open your eyes to behold wondrous things from His Word (Psalm 
119:18).  You have worked so hard, diligent in homework and coming to class.  Don’t give 
up now!

At the bema – the judgment seat – we will not be judged for our sins.  We have already 
learned that it is our works that will be judged.

Look at some other Scriptures about this:

	 Prov. 24:12
	 Ecc. 12:13, 14
	 Matt. 10:26
	 Rev. 2:34
	 2 Cor. 5:10

We know already from studying 1 Cor. 3:12-15 that this judgment will not result in losing 
our salvation but it could mean loss of reward.  We know that our works are what we have 
done with what God has entrusted to us, and in this case, particularly with regard to the 
Body of Christ.  

What determines the quality of our work?  Read 1 Corinthians 4:5 for the answer. 

This passage explains the  importance of our motive. Our works that are “made of the right 
stuff” will withstand and even be purified by the fire.  It comforts my heart tremendously to 
know that Jesus will take my works and burn off the dross of pride or fear or selfishness 
that threatens to taint an otherwise good work!  And then, maybe, just maybe, if you’ll 
grant me some divinely inspired imagination, perhaps these surviving materials may be 
used in the building of the New Jerusalem.  (Rev. 21:2)  Would you like some sapphires 
adorning your little corner of the New World?  Just askin’…

We need to think about the loss of rewards.  1 Cor. 3:15 tells us this; 2 Cor. 5:10 tells us 
plainly that we will be recompensed not only for good deeds done in the body but also for 
bad; Rev. 3:11 warns us not to let anyone take our crown; Col. 3:25 admonishes us that 
we will receive the consequences of what wrong we do, and Matt. 12:36 cautions us that 
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we will have to give an account of every careless word we speak (OUCH!).  This seems to 
contradict what we learned earlier about “There is therefore no condemnation for those 
that are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:10), doesn’t it?  What do you think about that?

It only SEEMS to, sweet sister – it actually does not.  Condemnation would be the result of 
being judged on the basis of our own righteousness for entrance into Heaven.  Glory to 
God that we don’t rely on our own righteousness – it’s as filthy rags!  We ARE justified 
before God based on our position in Christ (Rom. 5:1).  

Because God is for us and not against us (Rom. 8:31), He doesn’t want us to suffer loss or 
lose our crowns or receive our due for wrong deeds.  He wants to motivate us to obey Him 
with our whole heart – this is what shapes us and fits us to rule with Him.  So He warns us 
over and over that what we do now matters – really matters – and not just for now.

Tomorrow we’ll consider what leads to loss of rewards.  But for now, focus on Jesus and 
thank Him for His glorious plan for YOU!

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Turn to these passages (again!) 

Write out what each verse tells us about our rewards and/or loss of them.

	 2 Cor. 5:10

	 Rev. 3:11

	 Col. 3:25

	 Matt. 12:36  

	 2 John 1:8

Let’s ask the Lord right now to make things clear to us.  I don’t want anyone getting the 
wrong idea and thinking that we earn our salvation in any way or that we can lose it by our 
sin!
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I am dogmatic about being sure you understand this.  Salvation (which leads us to Heaven) 
is a free gift from God – not a reward for doing well.  It can’t be lost.  Contrast that with 
rewards IN Heaven – these can be lost and they are based on what, why, and how we do 
work here on earth.

That said, what might lead to loss of reward?

1 Cor. 4:5 tells us that wrong motives result in using materials that will not withstand the 
fire of judgment.  I know I have certainly done the right thing sometimes but with the wrong 
motive!  How about you?  So, what are we to do?  Not do what we know is right because 
our hearts are wrong?  This sounds like a lose/lose proposition.  Instead, I believe the way 
we should handle those times when we know our hearts are wrong is to respond to the 
convicting of the Holy Spirit and confess our wrong motives.  Agree with God that our 
heart is wrong but express the desire for it to be right.  Then go ahead and do the right 
thing!  Perhaps then it can be redeemed and purified by the fire of judgment instead of 
burned up!

What else leads to loss of reward?

Matt 12:36 tells us that we will give an account of idle or careless words.  What do you 
think would constitute an idle or careless word?  

Check out Col. 4:6.  What is the standard for our speech?

Now read each of the following passages and note anything they say about our 
words.

	 Prov. 15:1, 2, 4

	 Prov. 16:21

	 Prov. 25:11

	 Prov. 13:3

	 Prov. 12:8
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I don’t know about you but I am stepping on my own toes!  I believe God is telling us that 
careless words are those that do not accomplish the purpose of the Father in the lives of 
others.

Can you think of anything you need to confess and make right, not only with the 
Father but also with those who have heard your words?

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Girlfriends, this is some tough stuff we’ve been digging out.  But we dare not avoid it 
because God’s Word makes it clear that the judgment of believers is a serious thing.  I 
don’t want to be ashamed when I stand before the bema and I don’t want you to, either.

We’ve looked at our motives and our words as potentially causing loss of reward.  What is 
the caution in 2 John 8?

If we read the preceding verses, we discern that the subject is walking in Truth.  John 
zeroes in on the major component of walking in Truth.  What is it (see vs. 5, 6)?

Yep, loving one another by walking in His commandments.  I believe one of the major 
causes of loss of reward will be because we fail to love our brothers and sisters.  I’m not 
talking about the poor and needy on the other side of the world (although we should 
certainly love them, too).  I mean those fellow Christians with whom we rub shoulders 
every day.

Read 1 John 2:7-11.  Are you and I walking in the light?  We might say “yes – I don’t hate 
anyone!”  Please excuse my bluntness (is that even a word??) but I think our actions 
sometimes contradict that.  Where there are grudges or bitterness or unforgiveness or 
rejection or revenge (even mildly!), there is not love.  Oh, we might smile and pretend that 
all is well but if the truth of our hearts be known, we are angry at some fellow believers.  
Maybe it’s justified, maybe it’s not.  But whatever it is, it falls under the category of “should 
be forgiven.”

Read Matt. 18:21-35 and Mark 11:25 (notice the all inclusiveness of “anything against 
anyone”) and ask the Lord to speak to your heart.

Now, I want you to understand what forgiveness is and what it is not.  It is NOT saying that 
what someone did is OK.  Sometimes it most certainly was not and is not!  Rather, 
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forgiveness is acknowledging the debt they owe you (and it helps to actually name it out 
loud with just you and the Lord) and then choosing to release them from that debt.  It’s 
letting God become the bill collector instead of you or me.  This does not depend on the 
other person’s acknowledgement of their debt nor their regret.  This is just between you 
and Jesus.  But when that debt is cancelled, when that person has been released from 
what they owe you, you have forgiven them.  That is walking in love.

Is there anyone you need to forgive? 

Sometimes when I ask the Lord to examine my heart, He reveals a wrong spirit or attitude  
toward someone else.  Often, I start to defend myself…then I realize what’s at stake.  
Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and hoping the other person gets sick!  Only worse.  
Having a heart that refuses to forgive another can cost me the rewards Jesus wants to 
give me.  Talk about motivation!  That usually gets me on my knees before my Savior and 
Judge, asking for Him to change my heart.  Sometimes, it’s a “done deal” quickly.  Other 
times, He and I have to work at it before I can claim victory.  Personally, that’s how I apply 
the “seventy times seven” that Jesus tells Peter is necessary for forgiveness.  Maybe it’s 
the number of offenses we have to forgive…or maybe instead, it’s the number of times we 
have to forgive the offense before it sticks!

My oldest daughter, Katie, once shared with me something she learned in some science 
class about how the human brain works.  Or maybe the Lord revealed it to her – not sure 
which.  Anyhow, it may just be an application of the 70 x 7 principle.  When we repeat a 
thought process over and over, our brain forms a new path for neurons to travel over.  
Eventually, we don’t have to consciously choose that thought path – once it is established, 
an initial thought will result in the pattern of thought we have established through repetition.  
What does that mean??  Well, when I need to forgive someone, I have the initial decision 
of my will to forgive, to not make them pay what they owe me.  Done deal.  But the road to 
healing in my heart is paved when I repeatedly choose to walk in that forgiveness.  When 
that offender comes to my mind, instead of focusing on the offense, I focus on the 
forgiveness.  I repeat this process over and over (70 x 7 maybe?) and eventually the path is 
established.  When that person comes to mind, I don’t relive the pain of the offense 
anymore.  A new thought process has taken over.

Maybe while you have been reading this, the Lord brought someone to your mind.  
Someone that needs a new neuron path in your brain.  Why don’t you get started paving 
that road?
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Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Wow.  Loss of rewards is pretty sobering, isn’t it?  But it is so necessary to study and 
apply this Truth.  How amazing of God, too, that the application of this Truth is beneficial 
not only for Eternal purposes but also for right now.  We choke out the abundant life we 
can experience here by the same things that result in loss of rewards later.  Wrong 
motives, careless words, entangling sin, lack of love.  How much better to live with a pure 
heart, words of grace, walking in the light, and loving others!  Hallelujah!

The last thing we will touch on this week is found in Rev. 19:7, 8.  We read this earlier and I 
promised we’d study how we get these snazzy outfits.  I plan to cover this in class but it is 
so important I want to cover it here as well.  And who knows – I might have forgotten to go 
over this!  I think there are still some Christmas presents that I have hidden that have yet to 
be found…

From this passage, answer the following questions:

Who is it describing?

What is the event?

Who is the Bride?  The Lamb?  (Just checking on ya!)

What constitutes the fine linen?

What does the phrase “it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen” mean?

How does the Bride make herself ready?

Now, read Isaiah 64:6 – how does this passage describe our righteousness? 
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Not as fine linen, clean and bright!  So, is this a contradiction???? A clue is in Romans 
5:19b.  We are made righteous before God because of the obedience of “the 
One” (Jesus).  This seed of righteousness (Gal. 6:8) then yields its fruit in our lives “through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 1:11).  There’s no contradiction here – 
this is the righteousness of Jesus being manifested in the lives of the saints.  John 15:1 
tells us the same thing.

God has chosen the Bride for His Son and paid the bride-price.  The Bridegroom is 
preparing a place for His Bride; it has been “given to her (us, the Bride) to clothe herself in 
fine linen” , to get our wedding dress ready.  

I had the best time shopping for my wedding dress.  I had a picture in my mind of exactly 
what I wanted.  That is usually not a good thing!  That normally makes it impossible to 
satisfy me. I had never seen a dress like this one I had conjured up in my head but I knew 
it was what I wanted.  I shopped and shopped and tried on some gorgeous gowns but 
none were quite right.  And then, I found it. It was perfect.  It was long and flowing, had a 
sweetheart neckline, and buttoned down the back. (It was even on sale – if that was not 
confirmation of God’s choice, I don’t know what else could be!)  I was thrilled!  Every bride 
wants her wedding gown to be just exactly right.

So it is with us as the Bride of Christ.  We don’t want to be scantily clad on our wedding 
day!  The fabric will be breathtaking – fine white linen.  We are sewing it right now with our 
righteous acts.

What do you think those are?

I don’t know precisely but I want to offer a suggestion.  Since the gold, silver, and precious 
stones that survive the judgment seat of Christ are most likely those things done for the 
Body of Christ, perhaps the righteous acts of the saints are all else.  Like giving a cup of 
water in Jesus’  name.  Like giving to the poor.  Like ministering to the crippled, lame and 
blind.  Like loving our enemies and doing good, expecting nothing in return.  

I am crying as I type this because some of you are coming to mind.  I think of those of you 
who minister to the deaf and the blind…and never seek to be noticed.  I think of those of 
you who have taken in children that no one wanted…without thought of return.  I think of 
those of you who serve so faithfully in the nursery…out of the spotlight of recognition. 
Working in AWANA – lots of cups of cold water in Jesus’ name!  And trips to the 
bathroom, noses wiped, tears dried, and verses listened to!  One of you quietly waters the 
plants on our church property, just to keep those flowers blooming prettily.  I think of ones 
who volunteer at the Pregnancy Center or Mercy Health Clinic…just out of your 
compassion for others. Those of you who have sent your children to the mission field – 
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with your blessing – even though you miss them so much your heart nearly broke.  Some 
of you give so very generously to the needs of others…anonymously.  So many things!!!

YOU, my sweet sisters, are going to look absolutely gorgeous on your wedding day!!  
What an honor it is for me to know you!  What a joy it will be when I get to stand in the 
crowd with you as the Bride of Christ!  You are going to look so pretty!  I hope we get 
pictures done!!

And, just a brief commercial.  I can’t wait for you to learn what God has in store for us that 
Malachi tells us about.  Let’s just say we are going to be so glad for every single thing we 
have ever done for Him, big or small.  We will be so glad!!!!!  I’ll tell you about it next.  Or 
rather you will learn about it in His Word next week.  

Day Five	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Today, our homework is a bit different.  Make sure you have 10-15 minutes of 
uninterrupted time to do this.  (I know for some of you, at the stage of life you are in 
currently, that seems like a bigger miracle than turning the water into wine.  Or maybe you 
want a glass of wine because of all the WHINING going on while you try to do this!)  But 
this is a time you need to be alone with the Lord.  Ask Him to provide it.  Get up a little 
earlier (ha!) or go to bed a little later just so you can have this time.

Begin your prayer time focusing on WHO God is.  His majesty.  His amazing plan.  His 
incomparable love.  Revel in that for a bit.

Then, ask Him to reveal Himself to you.  Tell Him that you want to be pleasing to Him and 
that means that you want to walk in belief at what His Word says (Hebrews 11:6).  Ask 
Him what are things He wants you to do as a result of believing that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him.  List whatever He brings to mind.

Thank Him for speaking to you.  I’d love to hear about it if you care to share it with me.

‘Til I see you in class, remember, I love you!!

99



L!tening Guide  Week Nine

Crowns, Treasures, Rewards	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Crowns

	 1.  

	 2. 

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

Treasure

The Scripture passages that talk about Heavenly Treasure all involve 	 	 	

Rewards

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

	 6.

God’s pay scale – Matt. 10:41, 42, 20:1-16

Malachi 3:16-18 –       
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Homework  Week Nine

Day One	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Congratulations, Ladies – this is your last week of homework.  You made it!  I have so 
enjoyed preparing this for you; it has indeed been my privilege.  There have been times I 
wondered if I would make it, too.  During the last few weeks of writing this, I have married 
my oldest daughter, packed another off to college, went through a forced kitchen 
renovation (the forced part is another flood story...), totally revamped a school situation for 
my son, battled illnesses, made plans to move my parents out of the home they have been 
in for 50 years, and the normal routines, activities, and demands of a household of six.  I 
am not unique at all.

I have prayed for friends battling cancer, two of them young moms with kids, grieved with 
a friend over the loss of a child, worried over friends’ infertility.  Another friend on my prayer 
list these days is separated from her husband; she is scared to death what might happen 
to the life she has tried to build.  Another dear friend lost her brother unexpectedly and she 
is navigating through the new waters this loss brings.  Some of the ladies so precious to 
me struggle with serious health issues, horrible pain.  Single mom with a rebellious 
teenager.  Job losses.  An adoption nightmare. Scary news during pregnancy.  On and on I 
could go.  You have your stories, too, of what you are enduring and what those you love 
are going through.  Some situations are far worse than what I have noted here.  And I want 
you to know I am praying for you, even though I don’t know what your situation is.  I am 
praying.

We are going to talk this last week about suffering.  What is its purpose?  Endurance.  
What is significant to God in the long run?  Please do your homework this week. But 
please, please, please, come to class for the last session whether you have done it or not. 
  I love you.

As we start, ask the Lord to prepare your heart, to speak to you personally.  We’re not 
going to begin this week’s homework with the above mentioned topics.  But we’ll get 
there!  First, I want to tie up some loose ends on another subject.  Begin by reading Mark 
12:38-44 and Luke 12:16-34.  Note that one of these passages is a parable and the other 
is an event Jesus deliberately observed.  I know many of you are familiar with both sets of 
verses but ask the Lord to speak to you in a fresh way today. How we respond to this 
topic has significant implications for our future.
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How do these passages relate to us today?  Wasn’t the rich man being wise, planning for 
the future?  Don’t we do the same thing as we lay aside funds for retirement?  Doesn’t 
Scripture commend the ant because he works hard in the summer, preparing for the 
winter?  If you saw someone acting as the poor widow, would you commend her or 
caution her that God wants us to use our common sense?  Write out your thoughts.

The value system of today (and I am including us in the Church, not just the world) is no 
different than in Jesus’ time.  We “highly esteem” those who have been financially blessed, 
going so far as to consider them more spiritual because of God’s generous allotment to 
them.  We often times defer to their “wisdom” or wishes, certain that they have God’s 
favor.  Perhaps some do, perhaps some don’t.  But note how differently Jesus viewed 
the “financially blessed” and the poor widow.  What do you see?

What application does this have for us?  First of all, we should not equate financial assets 
with spiritual prosperity.  God owns it all and distributes it as He chooses.  His goal for us 
is NOT to be rich materially but rather, what?  Look up Phil. 3:7-11 and John 17 and finish 
that thought.

Secondly, our handling of the money God entrusts to us gives the greatest indication of 
our true character.  Not the amount we have but how we view it.  Not how much we give 
but how much we have left for ourselves.  Read Luke 12:33 again.  What is God saying to 
you and to me about what we have here versus how much unfailing treasure we will have?  
I have heard the quote “you can’t take it with you…but you can send it on ahead.”  Ask 
the Lord to counsel you about your investments…your eternal ones.

If you think I am getting too personal today, know that I am speaking to you out of what 
God is getting my own attention about.  I nearly always teach out of what I needed to 
learn!  So, don’t be offended that we are going to talk some more about money today. (Or 
if you are offended, take it up with the Lord!)

Do you think you are rich?  No, I don’t usually think I am either.  Because I am usually 
comparing myself to those who are richer.
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Take a look at these statistics:

	 In America, the median HOUSEHOLD INCOME in America is $49,000.
	 The top 20% of households in America make $118,000 or more.
	 The top 3% of households in America make $200,000 or more. 
	 The poverty level in America is $17,000 or below.
	 (U.S. Government Census Bureau, 2010)

 In the world, 1.2 billion (that’s a lot of zeros) live on LESS THAN $1 a day. That is 
 not a typo.  That means my family of 6 would live on a little over $2,100 a year.
	 (Financial Help Center)

Now, do we think we are rich?  I know I am hammering this money thing, but frankly, I 
think we all need to hear it.  We in this country are so blessed materially, and yet, we are so 
NOT CONTENT.  Let’s look at Haggai 1:4-11 and Ecc. 5:10-12 as we wind up today’s 
lesson.

What thoughts do these verses provoke for you?  

The questions that came to my mind included: Are we sometimes experiencing financial 
struggles because we are spending more on ourselves than on God’s work?  Are we 
missing out on a life of contentment because our hearts are following our treasures (Jesus 
told us this would happen in Matt. 6:21) and our treasure is the wrong kind?  So what do 
we do about this condition (God, by the way, calls it greed)?

Read 1 Tim. 6:17-19 and note what you think is the cure.

Day Two	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Yesterday, we discovered the cure for what ails us.  Giving.  But how do we decide how 
much to give?  And to whom?  And what if our husbands don’t want to give at all, much 
less generously – aren’t we supposed to submit???  Well, I have some thoughts to share 
on those questions.

As far as how much and to whom, I certainly advocate asking God for wisdom in 
EVERYTHING we do (James 1:5), not just giving.  Sometimes, though, wisdom is not what 
we need.  It’s a generous heart, instead.  Look up Luke 6:30 and 1 Tim 6:18.  I am not 
going to debate these verses with you.  Just ask the Lord to direct you.
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Now, for those of us who are married.  What are we to do about giving?  We can’t overrule 
our husbands!  I only have two thoughts to share about this (aren’t you glad!).  The first 
one is to pray.  If you are convinced that God wants you to give (and you should be – 
eternity is impacted here!), but your husband does not want to, then pray that He will move 
the heart of your husband.  We don’t need to play Holy Spirit in their lives (but, oh, how we 
like to!!). We just need to pray.  Proverbs 21:1 says “The king’s heart is like channels of 
water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.”  If God turns kings’ hearts, 
then we can trust Him with husbands’ hearts, too. This requires patience and humility and 
submission on our part.  Could be just what God has in mind for the whole situation all 
along – to transform US!!

The second thought is a prickly one.  You can guess it has more to do with wives than 
husbands.  Perhaps the reason a husband is resistant to giving more has less to do with 
his tightfisted hand than his vulnerable  heart – he wants to please his wife and she is 
clamoring for more and more and more. He can’t figure out how he can give her what she 
expects (demands??) and give to God, too.  Ouch.  Let’s ask the Lord if we are 
contributing to the lack of giving spirit in our husbands by having a greedy heart of our 
own.

Enough said.

We’ve learned that our giving here on earth is directly related to the treasure we can look 
forward to in Heaven.  Know what else we can learn about our activities here, related to 
the use of our resources?  Read Luke 16:9 and Matt. 25:14-30 (again).  I know we have 
learned from these passages already but I want to emphasize something.

In my “BC” days (that’s “before children” for me, not “before Christ”), I worked for Chick-fil-
A in the corporate headquarters.  What a fantastic company!  Truett Cathy, founder and 
Chairman of the Board, is a prime example of a man who wisely uses his resources.  In 
fact, the corporate purpose is “To glorify God by being a faithful steward of all that is 
entrusted to us and to have a positive influence on everyone that comes in contact with 
Chick-fil-A.”  I can tell you, from the inside, that they are living up to it.  Truett has (quietly) 
used his money and his influence and his time and his talents to invest in people and 
God’s Word.

My husband told me a few days ago that Truett recently made the Forbes list of America’s 
400 richest people with a net worth of $1.1 billion.  I smiled and said I fully expect he has 
given away more than that!  If God published a list of Heaven’s richest residents, I’ll bet 
Truett would be on that, too.  It would take pages for me to relate to you the things I know 
that he does – scholarships, foster homes, missionaries, on and on and on.  Truett and his 
wife Jeanette have indeed “made friends for themselves by means of unrighteous 
mammon.”  I will be one of many to welcome Truett and Jeanette and their children into 
my eternal dwelling for a Coke and a smile because of their impact on my life.  I am glad 
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we have all of Eternity because I guarantee you they will have thousands of thousands of 
thousands of invitations for the same reason.

Certainly the reward in Heaven will be great for the Cathy family and many others like 
them.  They have earned it!  And I will enjoy cheering as God rewards them and 
commends them.  But what about us ordinary folks?  Are we tempted to feel less 
significant because we do not have the same resources to give and glorify God?  Not so!  
That’s why I had you read the Matthew passage with the Luke passage.  Remember the 
commendation from the Master was the SAME for the one that had five talents as the one 
that started with two.  It was not based on what they started with but rather HOW THEY 
FINISHED.  Ladies, let’s use what God has entrusted to us the very best we can!!  We will 
be welcomed into Heaven by those whose lives have been influenced by our giving.  I want 
a big welcoming party – don’t you?

Day Three	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

We’ll shift gears a bit.  It’s time for some encouragement. 

I don’t know about you but I can feel pretty insignificant, not only when it comes to 
financial resources.  Most of my days are spent doing seemingly insignificant things.  
Laundry.  Answering questions from my four-year-old (the age of 4 seems to be the year of 
perpetual questions!  They eventually become teenagers and now they have perpetual 
answers…sigh).  Dishes. More laundry.  For several years, it was endless changing of 
diapers.  Wiping runny noses.  Preparing meals.  Driving Mom’s taxi.  Running errands for 
my husband.  More laundry.  Long waits in doctors’ offices.  Cheering in the stands at ball 
games for my children.  Helping my children make friends whenever we’ve moved (again). 
More laundry.  And more meals.  And more dishes.  And more questions.

Not only do I never do anything that the world would take notice of (I’ve kind of come to 
grips with that) but I can feel as though I don’t do anything God would take notice of!  
Look at Beth Moore.  Kay Arthur.  Priscilla Shirer.  Even the wives of spiritual giants – Ruth 
Graham.  Shirley Dobson. Laura Bush. I mean, won’t they get spiritual credit with God for 
enabling their husbands to do great things?  Instead, here I am.  Maybe you, too.  Just 
ordinary and seemingly insignificant.  Are we destined to be insignificant forever?  Or 
is God’s outlook different?
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Let’s check with the Lord about that.  Carefully read Mark 9:41, Matt. 10:39-42, and        
Malachi 3:16-18. 

A book of remembrance!  For those who fear the Lord and esteem His name!  Receiving a 
prophet and getting a prophet’s reward!!  Can it be that God is recording our deeds, those 
that no one else notices or cares about, and if we do them to honor Him, then He will 
reward us for them?  Even doing laundry (cheerfully and willingly and with excellence ) 
can earn us a reward.  Oh, surely God is too good to us!  

Ladies, if you hear nothing else during this week, hear this.  God has assigned you a 
ministry right where you are.  It is not just the “important” people who have His attention. 
His outlook is indeed different.  He is noticing how you have persevered through sleepless 
nights with a sick child.  He is writing down how you have labored faithfully at your job and 
yet been unrecognized (perhaps even ridiculed!) there.  (In fact, we could do a whole 
lesson on rejoicing over being persecuted for your faith because God has a great reward 
for you!) He is proud of you when you take care to instruct your children in His ways, 
especially as they observe your life. He sees when you take a meal to a friend or keep her 
children (especially if that is “not your thing”)

He is smiling when you get out of bed instead of sleeping in, just to spend time with Him.  
He has seen your tears (and saved them in a bottle, no less!  See Psalm 56:8!) over that 
estranged relationship.  And He has heard your prayers. He takes special note of how you 
give faithfully, week after week, month after month, even though it doesn’t show up in big 
dollars in the world’s eyes.  Don’t lose heart!  Let’s not let the enemy distract us from being 
faithful wherever God has assigned us – whether it’s in a gorgeous home with a loving 
husband, or single and lonely, or in a struggling marriage you’re not even sure you care 
about anymore.  Hang in there, dear sister.  Don’t quit.  Don’t give up.  Keep doing your 
very best wherever you are.  I want to clap and cheer when God reads out YOUR book of 
remembrance and say “I KNOW HER!!  SHE’S MY FRIEND!!!”

Let’s close today by asking the Lord to show you the specific “significant, 
insignificant things” that you are doing.  List some right here.  And know He is 
writing them down, too!
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Day Four	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

For our last class time together,  we are going to try and deal with the question of why God 
leaves us here to wait for Heaven.  Is it to store up treasure, bear fruit,  AND something 
else?  Yes, there is something else.

Look here to discover: (this may be the most important of all)

	 Phil. 3:10
	 1 Peter 4:12-19
	 2 Cor. 4:15-18
	 James 1:2-4
	 Rom. 8:17, 18
	 1 Peter 1:6, 7
	 Rom. 5:3
	 Phil. 1:29
	 2 Thess. 1:4, 5

What common theme do you see among these verses?

What does that have to do with Eternity?   Beyond rewards???

I’ll give you a clue.  The first part of this verse – 1 Cor. 14:1.  This is the supreme Law of 
God’s Universe.  Our response to afflictions determines our success in learning to live by 
this law.  We love others to the extent that we have lost our self-centeredness.  Trials, 
sufferings, problems, disappointments, lost dreams are the opportunity to do just that.

Pray as we get together for our last class.  Ask God to help us understand the reason for 
suffering and pain and sorrow and trials.  Trust Him that if there were any other way, He 
would do it.  He does not stand idly by as we hurt.  It is not without significant purpose 
and benefit.  He loves us way too much for that!  And it’s not just to make us better for 
THIS life…

I love you.  Thank you for the gift of your time.  It has been my honor to serve you.  I have 
enjoyed our time together immensely.  Isn’t Heaven going to be a blast!!!!!!!!
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L!tening Guide  Week Ten

Here Comes the Bride	!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Heaven has been God’s     .  All of     proclaims 

that 	 	 	 	 	 .

The purpose for this life is 	 	 	 	 	 .

This is Princess 	 	 	 	 	  not 	 	 	 	 	 .

To rule with Him, we have to 	 	 	 	 	 .

What does it mean to be like Him?

How does He make us like Him?

PERFECTION = 	 	 	 	  + 	 	 	 	 	

The presence of a problem is not enough.  It’s our      to it.

3 possible responses to “hot water:”

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

How to respond to problems like a tea bag:

	 1.  See the problem as 	 	 	 	    	 	 	 	

	 2.  See the problem as 	 	 	 	    	 	 	 	

Law of the Eternal Universe
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