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I want to invite you to open your Bibles to Acts chapter 11. After we finished our 
study in the book of Philippians, I found myself starting in Acts chapter 1. After Easter, I was 
thinking about the resurrected Savior King Jesus and wanted to be reminded again what 
would happen with that news. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John of our Bibles tell us the story 
of Jesus, and the book of Acts tells us the story of how that news of Jesus spread. The book 
of Acts tells us how the kingdom grew and how the church grew. It tells us about how the 
disciples obeyed Jesus. Jesus told them to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. And teach them 
to observe everything that I've commanded you.” And then in Acts 1:8, He said, “You will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.”  

 
What you have in the book of Acts is the disciples actually obeying that. They made 

disciples and they were witnesses. Sometimes they were witnesses because of where they 
were living. Sometimes they were witnesses because they faced persecution and they were 
scattered other places. Even as they went along the way and landed in new places, they 
were still talking to people about the resurrected Savior. Sometimes they prayed and 
discerned that God wanted them to go to new places just to tell about the Gospel. This is a 
part of our passage today. 

 
We're talking about going and t being obedient to Christ. As I read through the book 

of Acts and come to chapter 11, I want to read a couple of verses here. But before we read in 
Acts 11 , I just want to make sure you know where we are as a church. Our church is at a 
defining moment. This is a defining moment for the life and future of our church. Our church 
has faced many of those defining moments over the years. I believe how we respond to this 
Going Challenge is a defining moment for us about how our church will do ministry and how 
we will pray and share the Gospel. It is a defining moment on how we will love our 
community. It is a defining moment on whether or not we finish the master plan of this 
property. It's a defining moment on whether we will be involved in planting new churches 
and helping revitalize churches that are struggling and dying. It is a defining moment on 
whether we will be obedient to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth by going after 
unengaged people groups and introducing them to God's word and the news of Jesus. It's a 
defining moment on whether or not we will give to see this Going Challenge realized and 
see the Great Commission fulfilled.  

 



Watkinsville has faced defining moments over its history. I've mentioned to you 
before - maybe you have it locked in your mind - that the year 2020 will mark the 140th 
year of our church family. 140 years - in 1880, there was a defining moment of coming 
together. In the early 1900s, there was a defining moment of building their first permanent 
meeting house to meet in. There was a defining moment for our church relocating from 
downtown to Simonson Bridge Road on this property to be able to continue to reach our 
community. There were defining moments in the early 2000s to say to our community “It's 
a new day here. There is life. There is passion here.” We want to love this community and 
share the good news of Jesus with this community. There were decisions made to do just 
that - like repainting the outside of the building and remodeling the inside of the building to 
communicate in tangible, practical ways that we're going on with Jesus. 

 
It was a defining moment when we built this building. We were in the decision 

making process of whether to build a set of classrooms and a fellowship hall or to build this 
building. We made a decision on a Sunday night here as a church family to build this building 
first when we thought were going to build classrooms first. It was a defining moment for us 
when we said, “Let’s build a children's building.” It was bigger than anything we've done 
before financially. It was a greater challenge than we've ever faced as a church. We came 
together and gave and we built what we love calling “Watkidsville,” and it's been a defining 
moment for us. Not too many weeks go by where someone doesn't say here at our church 
or out in the community in conversation, “When we were thinking about a church, we 
thought about our kids and the ministry to children that Watkinsville does. So we said, ‘This 
is where we want to be.’”  

 
I talked to a couple just last week who said, “We did not attend Watkinsville when 

we were students here. We got married and we now have one child and another on the 
way. We’ve moved back to Athens to live and work here, and when we got back here, we 
knew what Watkinsville did with children. So we said, ‘That’s the church that we want to be 
in.’” It was a defining moment for us. We're facing another defining moment.  

 
Defining moments have faced the church throughout its history. The book of Acts 

lays those out for us. What did the church do when Jesus ascended to heaven and told them 
to wait in Jerusalem? They prayed. They prayed and waited. What would they do when the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and the crowds accused them of being drunk on wine? How 
would they respond to that? They faced a defining moment when they were persecuted 
because of their faith in Jesus Christ and they scattered to different places. They left their 
homes just to get away from the the torture and abuse that they were facing because of 
their faith. They faced a defining moment when the Gospel began to spread outside of the 
Jewish culture, into the Gentile culture, and into the uttermost parts of the world. They 



faced defining moments when there were conflicts in the church between people. And each 
time you see when you read through the book of Acts that they responded. The way they 
responded was in prayer. The kingdom of God advances in the Old Testament on the 
wheels of prayer. The fuel is the Holy Spirit. And page after page after page, it says, “When 
they were praying,” “While they were praying,” and “Together they were praying.” The book 
of Acts says very little about personal and private prayer. Many of us define our prayer lives 
by our personal, private times of prayer alone with God. But the New Testament church's 
prayer was defined by public, corporate, coming together as a church body in prayer. There 
there is no hope for our church, there is no hope for America's church, there is no hope for 
God's church unless God's people see the necessity of coming together as believers and 
praying.  

 
It is our hope. We don’t have enough skills. We don't have enough talent. We don't 

have enough marketing. We don't have enough strategy. We don't have enough vision to 
do anything that will last forever. Our hope is to come together as a body of believers and 
in the name of Jesus, grab ahold of the throne of God and ask Him to pour His power out on 
us. It is a defining moment for us. In the book of Acts, when you come to chapter 11, we’re 
introduced to the church at Antioch. We've had some familiarity up to this point in the book 
of Acts with the church in Jerusalem. Jesus had told them to go back to Jerusalem and wait. 
The Holy Spirit is poured out on them. He said to share the Gospel with the Jews, but then 
as the Spirit continues to work and they are scattered, the fulfillment of Acts 1:8 begins to 
happen as they go into Samaria and to the outer ends of the earth. 

 
Beginning in Acts chapter 11, there is a defining moment, because the Gospel has 

spread about 300 miles north of Jerusalem into the Gentile area. People are coming to 
know Christ. People come from Jerusalem up to Antioch to observe to see if what was 
happening in the church in Antioch was legit. Barnabas was sent by the church in Jerusalem 
to go up 300 miles into Syria and to Antioch to see what was going on with the believers. 
He arrived there, and what he saw was the grace of God. Chapter 11:23 says, “When he came 
and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the 
Lord with steadfast purpose.”  

 
If you turn the page to Acts chapter 13, in verse one, you will see that the church in 

Antioch again faced a defining moment. I want to read these two passages of Scripture for 
you. It jumped off the page at me this week. In this defining moment for the church at 
Antioch, the Gospel is spread. Their defining moment was tied to their giving and their 
going. I’m not making this up. Right here on the page, there was a defining moment for the 
church at Antioch where the Gospel had spread. It was tied to their giving and to their 
going, and when they responded to this defining moment, the church at Antioch - not the 



church at Jerusalem - but the Church of Antioch became the home base of all mission 
endeavors that went to the world to fulfill Acts 1:8 and went to the world to fulfill Matthew 
28. I think today about us as a church that if we respond to the opportunity before us to go 
to the world in our giving and in are going, what God might do in using us to see His 
commands fulfilled ultimately.  

 
In Acts 11:27, it says, “Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to 

Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there 
would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).” History 
also tells us about a famine that came to the land. This was probably the famine that 
happened about 10 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. Look at how the church 
in Antioch responded in verse 29: “So the disciples determined, every one according to his 
ability, to send relief to the brothers  living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the elders 
by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.” The opportunity in front of them was that a famine was 
coming, and the believers in Antioch heard, responded, gathered an offering together, and 
sent it back to Jerusalem to meet a need and to help their brothers in Christ.  

 
Now look in chapter 13, verse one:  
 

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them 
off. 
 
Think about it. Here are two introductory pictures of the church at Antioch. In one, a 

need arises and they respond and they give. In another, the Spirit of God speaks and they 
respond and they go. There is this moment in time for the New Testament church as they 
responded by giving and going to make sure that the commands of Christ were fulfilled. 
What does a defining moment look like? How do you respond? You’ve probably faced them 
in your life - a career change, a family change. This is a defining moment for something that 
mattered for eternity. Let’s dissect this a little bit. First of all, there was a need. At this 
defining moment for the church at Antioch, there was a need. It hinges on this two letter 
word that begins in verse 29: “so.” So what? A prophet of God has just come, and there's 
going to be a famine. It’s going to affect other believers and is going to affect other 
churches. So in their mind, they see that there's a need. Their brothers are going to be 
hungry. They have some resources, so they said, “Let's do something.”  

 



 In Acts chapter 13, while the church is praying and fasting together, the Holy Spirit 
speaks again. He called Saul and Barnabas to do something, to go to the world. The church 
recognizes the need. What was the need? The need was for souls to be saved. The need was 
for the Gospel to spread. The need was for the news of Jesus Christ to go from Jerusalem to 
Antioch, and from Antioch to the rest of the world. There was a need. 

 
The second part of this defining moment - not only was there a need, but there was 

a decision. Sometimes we hear of needs, and in many ways we don't make a decision. But to 
make no decision is actually to make a decision. Here in this passage it says, “So the 
disciples determined.” The disciples determined. In chapter 13, it says, “While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off.” There was a determination. A decision was made.  

 
“Determined” is a Greek word that means “making arrangements.” There was a need 

in Jerusalem. There was a need in the brothers’ lives. There was a need in the church. There 
was a need because famine was coming, and people were going to be hungry. They made a 
decision to begin to make arrangements in order for that need to be met. It was like they 
heard the need and said, “We’ve got to help! We’ve got to do something.” I don't want us to 
miss the fact that the word “disciples” is there. The disciples made arrangements. It says, “so 
the disciples determined.” I believe that their decision to do something to meet that need 
was tied to the fact that they knew they had been benefactors of the Gospel. How had they 
heard about Jesus Christ? They had heard about Jesus Christ because the news of the 
Gospel had come from Jerusalem. They were sitting there, holding on to faith in Jesus Christ 
and in this new life and position of being given so much, their response was to say, “How 
can we give back? How can we make a difference in their life? They've made such a 
difference in our life.” 

  
Today, when we talk about the Great Commission and giving and going, remember 

that it's tied to this truth that God loved the world so much that He gave His only son, that 
whoever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal life. Remember Philippians 
chapter 2, where it says that Jesus considered glory not to be something grasped, but He 
came to this earth and He took on flesh. He became a man. He humbled himself, even to 
death on the cross. We sit here today and we sing these glorious songs of how He called 
our name and we came out of the grave. I just kept thinking this morning as we were 
singing. I was a junior in college, and in my shame, like a dead man in a grave, Jesus called 
me out. I came running out, and He saved me and changed my life. I stand before you today, 
and I plead with you today. I call you today and week after week after week because of this 
glorious news of Jesus Christ that has changed my life. I believe that it is the same in your 



life. The glorious news that has changed your life - you don’t want it to be something that 
just stops with you. You realize that now that Jesus flows through me, I need the see the 
Gospel flow to others who also need Him. 

 
Maybe for you today, the defining moment for you is where you receive what God 

has given. Where you receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you receive what He's 
given for your forgiveness of sin. In a defining moment, there's a recognition of a need. In a 
defining moment, there must be a decision made of whether we’re going to respond to it. 
And third, there was all-in participation. Chapter 11:29 says, “So disciples determined every 
one according to his ability.” When the Bible says “every one,” how many people is that? All? 
A bunch? A few? It’s all. Every one. Defining moments happen according to participation. 
Every one.  

 
There was a need, there was a decision, and there was all-in participation. Maybe 

you've made a decision as a family before. It might be as simple as going somewhere to eat 
this afternoon. Don’t you love that? Right after I preach Sunday, sometimes things the 
family will say, “Where do you want to eat?” And I think, “I don't want to decide about 
where we’re going to eat.” But sometimes you make a decision and say, “This is where we’re 
going.” But two people in the car say, “Ugh.” And you’re like, “Man, you just ruined my meal.” 

 
But if you make a decision and say, “Hey, this is where we’re going to eat,” and the 

response is, “That's awesome! Let’s go! I order this every time I go there! I love it!” That’s 
different, isn’t it? Imagine the difference with us as a church if we go into this Going 
Challenge and we all participate. With this New Testament church, they were able to 
respond to a challenge. They responded to the need. It says, “So the disciples determined 
every one…” As we give, as we go, as we pray, as we help plant churches - listen, I don't 
know if you're trying to hide or not. I'll be glad when this is over and we can get back to the 
Bible. I'm calling on you and saying, “What if all of us set the course and said that we’re 
going to go? We’re going to go with our money, we’re going to go with our lives. We’re 
going to go with our prayers.”  

 
I dream of a day and I pray for the day that times like when we bring our services 

together - that there would be all-in participation. When it comes to praying, we’ve got a 
lot of hard work to do. We’ve got a lot of heart work to do. What if we all come together 
and say, “I can't do that, but I can do this.” We’re not a church where we have three people 
that can just take care of all the giving. The beautiful thing about our church family is that 
when it comes to giving, all of us have to come together to see our budget met. All of us 
have to come together to do things bigger than our ministry budget. It would take all of us - 



$1 givers and $20 givers and $100,000 givers. It'll take us all coming together. It’s a defining 
moment.  
 

 The fourth piece of this is another defining moment. There was discernment where 
it says, “So the disciples determined every one according to his ability.” You see discernment 
where they determine how everything would happen - “according to his ability.” They 
looked at their financial standing and made arrangements. This church in Antioch in a literal, 
practical way sent relief to the need in Jerusalem. In chapter 13:2 it says, “While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.’ Th en after fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off.” This is a beautiful picture of prayer, fasting, discerning, 
studying, looking, considering, and determining - they said, “ This what we’re going to do in 
obedience to the Spirit and according to the ability we have.” It took discernment.  

 
Fifth, there was action. Look at the first four words of Acts 11:30 in the ESV: “And 

they did so.” Then in Acts 13:2, the last three words are “sent them off.” It’s action. They saw 
a need, they made a decision, they all participated, there was discernment on what to do, 
and they sent relief and people. It was a defining moment, and from that point forward the 
church at Antioch began to be the home base of the Gospel mission. When Paul would go 
to the nations, he would come back to Antioch and give a report of what God had done in 
taking the Gospel to the world. Now put our church in this defining moment. There's a need. 
In order for souls to be saved, there is space needed on our property. For souls to be 
growing in Christ and growing in our service for the kingdom, we have a decision to make. 
Will we participate? Will we all participate together? We need discernment. 

 
Yesterday morning, before the kids were up, I said to Carla, “Do you have any sense 

about what you feel like God's leading us to give?” We've been praying together. We've 
been talking together. But we haven't confronted each other together. That’s the 
discernment process. That’s making arrangements. That's trying to figure it out according to 
our ability. We began talking, but we didn't finish that conversation. We started thinking 
about possibilities before each other and before the Lord. Maybe your conversation as a 
family starts like that. Maybe your conversation with the Lord starts like that. “Lord, I’m 
trying to sense what it is that You're leading me to do and where You want me to 
participate.”  

 
God may be calling you to be a church planter. You may have spent your life starting 

small businesses, but God wants you to now take your life and what He’s equipped you with 
to start a new church. God may be calling you to go to the farthest parts of the world. He 
may be calling you to go right here to your own neighborhood that you live in and praying 



for them, caring for them with ministries of compassion. In our church, we need to take 
action. It’s important for the future of our church. It’s important for us to see that a 
generation before us has made it possible to keep going. We are now in a position for us to 
make it possible for another generation to be reached. It’s a funny picture the Lord kept 
giving me this week about where we all are. I wrote it down a piece of paper and I said, “It's 
time for us to start sending our own flowers to the funeral. It's time for us to start buying 
our own wedding gifts.” You’re probably thinking, “What are you talking about?” If you're a 
young couple here and you've been married for about a year or two, maybe three, you 
know what I mean.  

 
Your mom calls to say, “Hey I wanted to let you know that Aunt Lulu died and the 

funeral is next week.”  
 
“Thank you mom for calling.”  
 
Do you know what I'm thinking when I hang up? “Mom will send the flowers.” 
 
If you get invited to a wedding - maybe you’re college student, maybe you’re a 

young couple - and you go to that wedding. Your mom says, “You’re going to a wedding? 
Are you taking a gift?” 

 
“What are you talking about?”  
 
“You need to give a gift to the family.”  
 
“No, I thought you were doing that.” 
 
Here's what I'm saying. It's easy for us to get into a place of life where we think, 

“Somebody else older will do that. Somebody else who is more able will do that. A couple 
that’s been here longer than me will do that. He’s not really talking to me.” 

 
I'm talking to you, and I’m talking to me. We need to step up and take action. It's a 

defining moment for our church. 
 

 


