
The Going Challenge 
Pastor Carlos Sibley 
Sunday, April 8, 2018 
 

Let's open our Bibles to Acts chapter 16. In 1978, I was 12 years old and was living in 
Mount Hope, Alabama. Our family gathered in December for a Christmas party with our 
best friends. They were the Spruill family, and there in Mount Hope, Alabama, that was a big 
event on our calendar. All of our family was there, my older brother, my younger sister, and 
the kids. We were at the Christmas party, and at some point during the night, my dad takes 
my mom and says, “I want you to come sit in the middle of the room.” She sits down in the 
middle of the room, and he turns around and he brings out a box and sits it in her lap. That 
box has a big bow wrapped around it, and he says, “I want you to open this.”  

 
My mom was a little embarrassed, and said, “In front of everybody?”  
 
And he says, “Yeah, right here in front of everybody.”  
 
So all of the kids had gathered around, trying to figure out what in the world my dad 

was up to and what in the world was going on. So my mom untied that bow, and she threw 
it all to the side and lifted the lid off of that box. When she lifted the lid off of that box and 
she looked in, immediately her hands went to her face and her eyes opened wide in surprise. 
She let out a little squeal and a giggle that is very unique to my mom. We were wondering, 
“What in the world has she seen? What in the world is she so excited about?”  So all the kids 
rushed in, and we looked into the box. And what we saw there was a picture of something 
that would impact our family and our community for the next 30 years. We were so excited. 
We were fired up. We squealed too! We hollered too! 

 
You’re probably thinking, what in the world could've been in that box? What in the 

world could that have been a picture of that would have impacted our family and our 
community for the next 30 years? I’ve told that story before, and people usually have a 
guess in their mind. You may have a guess. What do you think it was? Some people said a 
kitchen - the picture of a new kitchen. That’s a good guess, actually when you think about 
affecting the community and the whole family. Some have said a car, and I guess if you said 
a car, you have to wonder what kind of car impacts a whole community for the next 30 
years. It wasn’t that long ago, it was 1978, which was probably before a lot of you were 
born.  

 
Do you know what it was? It was a picture of swimming pool. We lived 15 miles from 

the closest grocery store. So when we got the news that we were about to get a swimming 



pool in our yard, it was like Jethro going to Beverly Hills. It was big news. Our backyard 
became the country club of Mount Hope, Alabama. And when I say country, I mean country 
club in Mount Hope, Alabama. We were building a swimming pool, and it really did 
dramatically impact our family and our whole community. For 30 years, we would say to 
each other, “Let’s go to Mom and Dad's house! Let’s go to Memaw and Granddaddy's 
house! Let’s go to the pool!” It was not the most important thing, but it was something God 
used to bring our family and our community together for about 30 years. 

 
What I want to do today is begin to lift the lid off of a picture that I really believe has 

the potential to impact our church family, our community, and even our world for maybe 
the next 30 or 40 years. Jesus could come back today, but if Jesus delays His return, I believe 
what we're going to talk about today and in these next few weeks will impact our church 
family, our community, our nation, and our world. I want to call this “The Going Challenge.” I 
want to challenge you to go with me somewhere. I’m calling our church to go with me 
somewhere. It’s a going challenge. 

 
I can't think of any word that better describes the New Testament church than the 

word “going.” If you wanted to describe what they were like, what they were doing, how 
they acted, and how they responded, they were a going body of people. Now think about it. 
There are four Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Those four Gospels tell the story 
of the birth, the life, the death, the burial, the resurrection and the commission of Jesus to 
the disciples of what they were to do from that point on. In all four Gospels, we have some 
piece of Scripture that represents a Great Commission of Christ after His resurrection to the 
disciples on what they were to do. We’re most familiar with the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28. In Matthew 28, the risen Savior, a resurrected Jesus, appearing to the disciples 
before He ascended to heaven, said to them, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 

 
So you get that in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. What’s the fifth book of the New 

Testament? Acts. It has a different kind of name than any of the other books. Matthew is 
called the Gospel of Matthew because Matthew wrote it. Mark because Mark wrote it. Luke 
because Luke did the research and put it together and he wrote it. John, written by John. 
Acts - there's no man in the New Testament named “Acts.” It’s a different kind of title for a 
book, and it was given that title because it describes the actions, the reactions, the 
movement, the going, the travel, the spread, and the proclamation of the good news of 
Jesus Christ. It was a book that was titled because of what it described! It was the “acts of 
the apostles” or the “acts of the New Testament church” or “acts of the Holy Spirit.” It 
describes movement. It describes growing. For 28 chapters with 1,006 verses, we get a 



glimpse of how the disciples took that commission of Jesus Christ and started going in 
Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the world.  

 
If you took the gospel and changed it into a person, the personality of that person 

would be outgoing. The gospel is a message that was not to be kept secret. It was a 
message that was to be believed and then shared with the rest of the world. What I want to 
describe for you this week and the next few weeks is how I believe God is leading us. We 
identify ourselves as Watkinsville First Baptist, and I want to describe for you what it looks 
like to go to our community, to our nation, to our world, and what it looks like to go to our 
neighbors and nations of the world.  

 
This going challenge has seven pieces to it. We will unpack these in more detail in the 

weeks ahead, but here's what the going challenge is. It is us as a church building a culture of 
prayer and evangelism. It is us going to love the Oconee region with ministries of 
compassion. It's us maximizing this piece of property with new ministry space in order to 
reach as many people as we can. It's us going to revitalize dying churches. It's us going to 
plant new churches. It's us going to engage unengaged people groups. It's us going to fund 
this vision. This going challenge fulfills our purpose and mission of our church. What's the 
purpose of our church? What's the purpose of Watkinsville First Baptist Church? It’s the 
same purpose of every New Testament church. It is to bring glory to God. God has saved us 
and called us together and formed a family of faith here to reveal who Jesus is to the world 
and to reflect His glory. When people see us as a church and people see you as an individual, 
they are to see an advertisement for who God is. They are to see His attributes being lived 
out in your life. They are to see His character coming through you.  

 
When you trust Christ as your Lord and Savior, the Spirit of God comes to live in you. 

When the Spirit of God comes to live in you, the fruit of the Spirit comes out of you. The 
fruit of the Spirit is the very character of God, and so you and I live this purpose out every 
day of reflecting who God is and bringing glory to God whether in schools, on teams, in 
retirement, on vacation, in the classroom, or at our job. We are to be reflecting the glory of 
God. That's our purpose. We believe as a church that the mission for us that best fulfills this 
purpose of bringing glory to God is for us to set our hearts on making wholehearted 
followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Go make disciples and teach them everything that I've 
commanded you.” When you bring all of that together, for us it means being wholehearted 
- following Jesus Christ wholeheartedly in everything that He has taught for us. This 
purpose of bringing glory to God, this mission of making wholehearted followers of Christ is 
buoyed by our values. It's not anything goes. It’s not whatever we want to do. It’s not 
whatever we decide. We have values.  

 



If you boil it all down and say, “What's important at Watkinsville First Baptist? 
What's important for us to take with us on a going challenge?” - there are four values. The 
first is the word of God. The second is authentic relationships. The third is 
multi-generations. And the fourth is living sent. Those are our values. That’s what it boils 
down to. The word of God is first. We start with the word of God. We say, “Let’s open our 
Bibles.” It is our guide, it is what leads us, and it's a light to our path. We go to God's word, 
and we read and apply to our life. We apply it to our church, we teach it, we stand on it, we 
cling to the promises of God's word. We find the hope of eternity from God's word. It’s the 
word. It's our most important value. 

 
We also value authentic relationships. That means that we value being real with each 

other. That’s why we dress the way we dress. That’s why we sing the way we sing. That’s 
why we talk the way we talk. Our hope is that nobody gets out of the car here and tries to 
put a mask on and present something that they're not. We believe that we're a body of 
believers who are imperfect. If you get the impression as you're looking around and you 
think, “Man, all these people around me have just got it all together,” you're mistaken. If you 
come to this church and you think, “Man, this church has got it going on!” We kind of laugh, 
because those who have been around here for a while know that  we are imperfect people, 
loving a perfect Savior, looking forward to an eternal life with Jesus Christ. This is authentic 
relationship. We cry together, we celebrate together, we laugh together, we hurt together, 
we share good news together, we share bad news together, when we sin, we confess it and 
repent of it, and get back up again to go with Jesus. 

 
 The third value is that we are multigenerational. We’re not a college church. We’re 

not a kids church. We’re not a young family church. We’re not a senior adult church. We’re 
not a white church or a black church. We’re not one race or one class, we’re just people. We 
are multigenerational, all across the ages. It makes us excited to see gray hair, and it makes 
us excited to see new hair. It’s awesome when college students come together with people 
of all ages, and it’s awesome when children come together with all ages. Maybe sometimes 
there are things that an older person thinks are kind of childish. Well, it's probably because 
there's a few childish people in the room. We are multigenerational, and we’re passionate 
about reaching the next generation. It’s so important to us that we’re multigenerational, but 
we’re passionate about reaching the next generation. We’re going to carry the torch and 
make sure that the next generation and the next generation and the next generation hears 
the good news of Jesus. 

  
The fourth value is to live sent. We gather in here on a Sunday, but we break huddle. 

We gather in here to encourage one another, but then we go back out. We’re just as much a 
church on Monday as we are a church on Sunday. You’ve heard me say before that our place 



here is like a river. People flow in and people flow out. But I've said also that we are a lot like 
an aircraft carrier. People are out flying on a mission during the week, but on Sunday we 
come back in and screech onto the deck and we refuel, and we are encouraged. We’re 
refreshed, and we get new orders and are reminded of what our mission is. Then we screech 
out of here at 12:30 and take off again into the college campus, into our workplace, into our 
neighborhoods, and into our schools. We fly back in the next Sunday and fly back out. We 
are living on mission with the good news of Jesus Christ.  

 
When I think of this challenge that's before us that’s been affirmed and confirmed by 

the leaders in our church, I recognize that to see it accomplished will take a degree of faith 
that we have not known before. I don’t say that lightly. God’s in the business of growing our 
faith, strengthening our faith, and leading us to do things that we can't look back and say, “I 
can do that by myself. I can do that because I've been there before.” God leads us, guides us, 
and strengthens us to show us that we're weak and He's strong. We need Him, and we need 
to believe Him for what He wants to do. This challenge that I set before you is pretty easy 
to rattle off. It’s a culture of prayer and evangelism, loving Oconee with ministries of 
compassion, maximizing our property, revitalizing dying churches, planting new churches, 
engaging the unengaged, and funding the vision. We can say that really fast and think, 
“Well, that’s simple.”  

 
For us to see that vision accomplished in the months and years ahead absolutely is 

dependent on the power of God and the provision of God. Hear me. If we get out there and 
we say, “I know how to do this. I’ve got the skills. I've got the talent. I've got the ability. I 
know what we need to do next, just leave it up to me,” we will get out there trying to do 
God's work in our own power, and we will fail. If you want to go on a challenge, it’s going to 
require God. If you are going to go on a challenge, it’s going to require the power of the 
Holy Spirit. I'm inviting you to go with me by faith. I want to describe for you what a going 
faith looks like. 

 
 In chapter 16, we are about two-thirds of the way through the book of Acts. The 

church has been moving, the gospel has been spreading, and Paul is on his second 
missionary journey. Let’s look at verse one of Acts 16:  

 
Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, 

the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. He was 
well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted Timothy to 
accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were 
in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. As they went on their 
way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had 



been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches 
were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. And they went 
through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to 
go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, 
they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on 
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
 
 
They were going, moving, and following the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Warren 

Wiersbe described the New Testament church by saying, “The church of the New Testament 
was not a parking lot, it was a launching pad.” You see this over and over and over again 
with the good news of Jesus. They just went. Through persecution or the commission of 
God, they were going and telling people about Jesus. What does a going faith look like? Let 
me define “faith.” When I say “faith,” I'm talking about the confidence that God will do what 
He said He will do. That's what faith is. How's your faith? Do you believe God will do what 
He said He will do? Going faith is the confidence that God will do what He said He will do 
and us obeying what He tells us to do. That's going faith. We obey what He tells us to do 
because we believe that God will do what He said He will do. 

 
There are three characteristics of going faith. Number one: going faith goes where 

the Lord leads. The apostle Paul demonstrates for us in this passage of Scripture that his 
faith was a faith that goes where the Lord leads. He had an agenda. He had a plan and had a 
schedule. You may have a plan for life. You may be thinking, “I’m going to graduate in three 
and a half years. I'm going to retire by the age of 50.” All along the way, you’ve had a plan.  

 
Look at  verse six: “And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 

been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up 
to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.”  

 
You see, for Paul his itinerary was set by prayer and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

He had a plan. He had a goal; he wanted to go to Asia! There were times in his life where he 
wanted to go to Rome! He wanted to go where the gospel was not being preached. He 
wanted to go where he didn't have to build on anybody else's foundation, but when you 
track his first missionary journey, his second missionary journey, and his third missionary 
journey, what you see was that he was going wherever the Holy Spirit led him to go. Paul 
knew he was called to go, but he allowed the Lord to determine the route. It was like Paul 



was saying, “Wherever He leads, we will go.” Can you say that? Have you got a plan? It 
might be a good plan. It might even be a missionary plan. Are you listening to the Holy 
Spirit? Have you taken it to God in prayer? Can you say with confidence by prayer and the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, “I'm going here because God has led me?” Going faith goes 
where the Lord leads. 

 
I pray that would be true of our church. Somebody asked years ago just before we 

came here, “If you come here to be our pastor, where do you see the church in five years?” 
Can I just tell you - “hate” is a strong, word, but I hate that question. It just drives me crazy. 
I'm not very good with vision. I don't really know what the right answer is a lot of times. 
When somebody says to you, “Where do you see our church in five years?” what are you 
going to say? 

 
“Well, we will be about will be a church of 500 people, with 50 people being baptized 

every year, 14 Sunday school classes, and 25 acres of land with three vans and four weeks of 
Bible school.”  

 
I don’t know! So when they asked me that question, the Spirit of the Lord prompted 

me, and I just said, “I don't know.” That’ll get you a job, won’t it? I think the Spirit of the Lord 
just prompted me. I didn't have it prepared. The Lord just gave me the words, so I said to 
that individual and to the group, “I don't know. I just hope that five years from now, we can 
honestly say that we’re a church that’s following the leadership of the Holy Spirit wherever 
He wants us to go doing whatever He wants us to do.” I’ve not always stuck with that. The 
Lord will convict me, and I confess. I’m thankful today for this reminder - that going faith 
goes where the Lord leads. 

 
Number two: going faith goes when the Lord leads. Look at it in verse eight: “So, 

passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.”  And when Paul  had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” 

 
He went immediately. Notice also that the word “concluding”' is not a wasted word. 

It means they gave it some thought. They processed what they had seen. Maybe there was 
a conversation like this: 

 
“Paul, you saw what?” 
 
“A vision.”  



 
“He said what?”  
 
“He said to come to Macedonia.”  
 
“To do what?” 
 
“Help us!” 
 
“When?” 
 
“I guess now!” 
  
“But what about here?” 
 
“We’ve been called to go! We need to go immediately!” 
 
That's the story that you get here. It says, “we sought to go on into Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” You see, a going faith 
goes where the Lord leads, but also a going faith goes when the Lord leads. It's a trite 
saying, but often what makes a trite saying is the truth of that saying. It’s the saying that 
“delayed obedience is disobedience.” For Paul, when he got the word from God to go, he 
knew it was time to go. This going challenge that I lay out for you is not about being bigger. 
It's not about being better. It's about being obedient. It's about listening to the commission 
of Jesus Christ when He says to go! He’s planted us here in this community, and He’s given 
us avenues to get to our nation and get to our world. The time is now. 

 
Many of you would not have seen it last week, but a video we watched told a little 

bit of the history of our church and God calling us here. Matt Chastain was narrating that 
video, and all of a sudden he just said, “You know when God calls, you go.” Let me ask you. 
What’s God calling you to do? There are some of you here in this room who God is  calling 
to be a pastor. Maybe you don't know how to define that, and you don't know how to 
describe that. But you know when you get around a worship service, you get around 
response time, or you get around the word, you feel that God's calling you to pastor. Some 
of you, God has called you to a career change or a major change or a relationship change. 
God has called you to go. God’s leading you to stop some things and do some things. When 
are you going to do it? When you think it’s right or when God thinks it's right? Going faith 
goes when the Lord leads. 

 



Third and finally, a going faith knows why the Lord leads. A going faith goes where 
the Lord leads, goes when the Lord leads, and third, knows why the Lord leads. Verse nine 
says, “ a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’” How did Paul interpret this vision? The Macedonian man said, 
“Come to Macedonia and help us.” Look in verse 10: “And when Paul had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them.” The interpretation of the vision for Paul to come to Macedonia 
and help was a call by God to go to Macedonia and to preach the good news of Jesus Christ!  

 
Listen! Can you hear the teenagers of Oconee County? Can you hear the college 

students at UGA and UNG and Piedmont? Can you hear the marriages in our area? Can you 
hear the adults and the retired adults and the working adults? Can you hear our community? 
Can you hear our nation? They’re saying, “Come over here and help us!” They don't know 
the language. They don't know to say, “Come over here to our high school so we can get 
saved! Come over here to our neighborhood so we can get some peace! Come over into our 
family so that we can be redeemed!” They don't know the “Christianese.” But with their 
eyes, with their decisions, with their direction and with their heartache, a community and a 
nation and a world stand before us saying, “Come, help us!”  

 
How are we to interpret that? Here are four ways to balance your checkbook? Here 

are four ways to have a happy marriage? Here are five ways to stop smoking pot and 
drinking until you’re drunk? No. The number one priority and ultimate message that every 
heart needs is that Jesus Christ lived, died for our sins, was buried and rose again on the 
third day, appeared to witnesses and ascended to heaven and is coming back one day for 
those who believe and trust in Him. That's the ultimate message.  

 
What changed my life as a junior in college was Jesus Christ. I believe God is leading 

us to be a church that goes now to our community and our nation and our world. What’s 
the impact of that? What's the impact if we don't go? What if another generation had not 
gone for you? The hope you have today - if somebody hadn’t told you? Somebody in 
Jerusalem made disciples who made disciples who made disciples who made disciples, until 
somewhere out there one of the disciples crossed the waters to the Americas and made 
disciples and made disciples right into Oconee County and Clarke County and made 
disciples until here we sit today. What’s the impact? The impact involves risk, it involves 
reward, and it ends in rejoicing. The best way to see that and understand is to hear stories. 
There are dozens of people all around you this morning. Maybe you're an example of a life 
that’s been changed. There are a lot of these here in our church. There are a lot of families 
and a lot of individuals who in a lot of ways were saying, “Hey, help me! Help me!” 

 



There’s a story that could be repeated over and over again of people who felt the 
impact of a church that's going. I think of the the risks involved. There are some risks. When 
you read gone through Acts 16, Paul suffered. He sacrificed, he was beaten, stripped of his 
clothes. Not everybody clapped and cheered because they were telling them about Jesus. 
There's reward though. They saw supernatural consequences. They were in prison for 
proclaiming the message, and a great earthquake took place. It rattled the chains and 
rattled the whole prison. Doors flew open, and they were able to go free if they chose to, 
but they chose to stay. There are supernatural consequences and miracles when you go by 
faith. There are life altering consequences.  

 
In this chapter of Acts 16, Lydia, a maker of purple cloth, trusted Christ as her Lord 

and Savior because of Paul's interaction. And it was not just her! A Roman jailer that was 
with Paul in the prison came rushing in. And when they gates flew open, he asked, “What 
must I do to be saved? And Paul said, “Believe of the Lord Jesus and you will be saved,” and 
his individual life was changed. But it didn't stop there. In both accounts, Lydia, who was 
saved at the prayer meeting down by the river and the Roman jailer that was saved there in 
the prison - with both of them, their whole family’s lives were changed because of Paul's 
going.  

 
It wasn’t just individuals and families, it was also the social network of a community. 

There is the story of Paul when he’s in Philippi preaching, and this young girl is harassing 
them day after day after day. But Paul rebukes the demon and casts the demon out of her, 
and it changed the economic structure of that community. The people lost their way of 
making a living because of what Jesus did in that community. What a reward to see lives 
changed and families changed and a community changed. The most beautiful thing happens 
right at the end. Verse 34 shows us the testimony of the Roman jailer: “Then he brought 
them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire 
household that he had believed in God.” 

 
If you know Jesus and He has saved you and He's changed your life, you get it that a 

Roman jailer was rejoicing that his kids and his wife and his family had all come to know 
Christ. That's what I'm calling you to. I’m calling you to go. I'll leave you with this - if we 
want to see New Testament fruit, we've got to live with New Testament faith. 

 
  


