
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 8 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  Have you ever been confronted with a situation that filled you with fear? 
How did you react? Did you have the courage to move forward, and if  so, what gave you that 
courage? Or Have you ever felt in control of  a situation, only to find out the things were actually 
out of  your hands? How did this affect your understanding of  “being in control”? 

Introduction and Context of  Chapter 8: 
While chapters 1-6 were organized in a chronological manner, chapter 7 begins a series of  visions 
that Daniel receives. Similar to Chapter 7, Daniel once again has a startling vision. It occurs 
during the third year of  King Belshazzar, and chronologically, it takes place before the 
handwriting on the wall in chapter 5. He receives a prophecy that is strikingly specific; so specific, 
in fact, that opponents of  the Bible have said that there is no way the text could have been 
written before the events took place. However, this gives us confidence in God’s word and its 
authority. 

Observation vs. 1-14. Daniel’s Vision of  the Ram and the Goat. This chapter can be 
broken into two main sections: the dream and its interpretation. The first section focuses on the 
dream. Daniel sees a ram with two horns, but one of  the horns was larger than the other. The 
ram was powerful and went forth westward, southward, and northward. However, a goat with a 
conspicuous horn comes from the west. This goat defeats the ram, but after trampling on the 
ram, its horn is broken and replaced with four other horns. A little horn sprouts up out of  one of  
the four horns, and it grows toward heaven. It becomes great and “will throw truth to the 
ground, and it will act and prosper” (v. 12). This horn will result in the sanctuary being given over 
for 2,300 evenings and mornings, but after that, “the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful 
state” (v. 14). Why do you think God chose to communicate future events to Daniel in this way? 
(Why not simply tell him the historical facts?) 

Observation vs. 15-27. The Interpretation of  the Vision. The interpretation itself  is 
relatively clear and straightforward. Gabriel explains to Daniel what the vision represents, which 
shows that it is only through God’s revelation that the dream can be interpreted. Previously, when 
Daniel was interpreting others’ visions, it was evident that he was only able to do so because God 
has spoken to him. Here, the same concept applies. Daniel can only know what this vision means 
because God has shown him.  
The ram in Daniel’s dream represents the Medo-Persian empire, with the two horns representing 
the Medes and the Persians. The goat that overtakes the ram is the king of  Greece (Alexander the 
Great). The horn that is broken and replaced with four smaller horns signifies four kingdoms that 
will arise from this empire, and at the end of  these kingdoms, a king of  bold face will rise up 
(wicked king Antiochus IV Epiphanes). This king will “destroy mighty men and the people who 
are the saints” (v. 24). However, after destroying many, “he shall be broken- but by no human 
hand” (v. 25). This shows us that even when kings and kingdoms seem indestructible, and when 
suffering seems to have no end, God will ultimately prevail.  
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After hearing this interpretation, Daniel is still greatly troubled. He is “overcome and lay sick for 
some days” (v. 27). After this, though, he “rose and went about the king’s business” (v. 27). He 
sees that there is still a purpose for him to fulfill while he is under the reign of  King Belshazzar, so 
he gets up and returns to his work. He continues to do what God calls him to do in the midst of  
this troubling dream.  The Jews suffered under the hand of  Antiochus IV (banned circumcision, 
ended sacrifice in the temple, and deliberately defiling the temple sacrifice v. 13).  If  you had 
been a Jew living under the tyranny of  Antiochus IV, how would it have made you feel to read 
Daniel's prophetic prediction of  the very events you were experiencing (also connect with 
question 5 below)?   

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 

Personal Reflection/Application     
4) This prophesy is remarkably specific. What does this say about the authority of  God’s word 
and the inerrancy of  Scripture?  Why is the authority of  scripture important for the christian?  
For you? 
5)  With all that is going on in our nation today, we can have a tendency to think things are bad 
for the church and for God’s truth. How does this chapter challenge that idea? 
6) Daniel’s closing statement “then I rose and went about the King’s business,” tells us that 
Daniel was alarmed but continued to do what God was calling him to do. How does this speak to 
you in your life?  What ways are you having to “press onward” in the midst of  difficult 
circumstances? 
7) God foretells the rise and fall of  some of  the world’s greatest kingdoms. What does this say 
about His sovereignty in relation to this year’s election? 
8) “The final word is not had by the ram, or the goat, but by the Lamb.” How does this provide 
comfort knowing that Jesus will return to make one day to make all things right? 
9) What perspective does this chapter give us in understanding how a good God can permit evil? 
How does the end result of  this chapter provide us with courage? 

Prayer -Father, would you increase my devotion to you.  I pray that through my devotion you 
would prepare my heart to stand for you no matter what comes in life.  
*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.Daniel 7- Study Guide 


