
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 6 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  Daniel seems to wake up to something different everyday.  As you think 
about waking up to a different America, what brings the most fear to your heart?  Today my 
hope is that through the testimony of  Daniel and the testimony of  God’s power our fear would 
turn to the peace of  God. 
Introduction and Context of  Chapter 6: 
By Daniel Ch. 6 the kingdom of  Babylon had switched hands again to Darius the Mede (Daniel 
5:31), and Daniel was an old man who had served the kingdom faithfully for his entire life. When 
he is going to be put in charge of  the kingdom, other high officials want him gone, so they help 
the king create a law that would make it illegal for Daniel to pray to God. He prays to God and is 
thrown into the lion’s den. In this chapter we see God demonstrating His power to show His 
glory and to reward Daniel’s lasting devotion. 

Observation vs. 1-3 - Daniel has clearly built a strong credibility with King Darius. He is 
“distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps” (v. 3), and the king wants to put him 
in charge of  the whole kingdom. This speaks to Daniel’s good work and faithfulness throughout 
his whole life.  It also demonstrates to us the importance of  standing for what we believe and 
trusting in God’s plan when he chooses to give us favor with our “enemies” or to be with us when 
times get hard. Even though Daniel hasn’t always been under the rule of  King Darius, the king 
knows that Daniel is the best of  the best. 

Observation vs. 4-15 - The other officials become jealous of  Daniel, and so they seek to find a 
ground for complaint against him. However, when they look to the work he has done in the 
kingdom, they can find no error or fault (v. 4). The only ground for complaint they can find is in 
regards to his God. This demonstrates Daniel’s faithfulness to the kingdom (because the officials 
could find no fault) and his lifelong faithfulness to God (because the officials knew that he was a 
devoted follower of  Him). As a result, the officials persuade the king to order an injunction that 
states that no one can make petition to any god or man, except the king, for 30 days. The 
punishment for breaking this was to be thrown into a den of  lions. 
Daniel knows that this law was put into place (v. 10), but he still goes and prays and gives thanks 
to God. He does this in his upper chamber with his windows open (v. 10). It would have been 
easy and simple to close the windows and hide his devotion in order to save his life, but Daniel 
knows that his relationship with God is not something to be hidden. To him, this relationship is 
more important than life itself. After Daniel prays to God, the officials bring him before the king 
because he had broken the injunction. King Darius is distressed because he is favorable toward 
Daniel, but he is unable to allow Daniel to avoid the punishment because the ordinance had been 
signed as law. 

Observation vs. 16-24 - Daniel is taken to be cast into the den of  lions. Before Daniel was 
thrown in, the king declares to him, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver 
you!” (v. 16). Even though Daniel’s God is not the king’s god, King Darius knows that there is 
something special about his God. A stone is then rolled over the mouth of  the den, and the king 
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remains distressed. He spends all night fasting and is unable to sleep. The next morning, when 
King Darrius goes to the den, he cries out, “O Daniel, servant of  the living God, has your God, 
whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” (v. 20). This question is 
emphatically answered when Daniel responds and declares that an angel of  God had been sent 
to shut the lions’ mouths. They did not harm him because he was blameless before God and the 
king (v. 22). After this, Daniel’s accusers and their families were thrown into the lion’s den, where 
they were destroyed effortlessly. Here, we see that Daniel knew that his God was able to deliver 
him from imminent death. God had proven himself  repeatedly in the chapter, and Daniel was 
confident that He could save. He did save Daniel, and He still saves today. Even in the middle of  
dire circumstances, Daniel has immense faith in God’s character. 

Observation vs. 25-28 - King Darius then issues another decree. He proclaims that all the 
people in his kingdom are to tremble and fear before the God of  Daniel, “for he is the living 
God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed…” (v. 26). The king recognizes that 
this God rescues and delivers. God once again shows that His reign will never be thwarted. He is 
sovereign over all earthly kings and kingdoms, and He is ultimately the One who is in power. 
After this, Daniel prospers underneath the reigns of  Darius and Cyrus the Persian. Throughout 
what we see of  his life, Daniel never seeks out this prosperity. He seeks the living God, but Daniel 
doesn’t seek this relationship as a means to an end. He seeks God for who He is, and everything 
else is simply added to him. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 
Personal Reflection/Application     
4) God demonstrates His power through Daniel because of  Daniel’s private devotion. What can 
this teach us about the importance of  our private devotion to God in the context of  our daily 
lives?  
5) Daniel lived in a time where he had to choose to either be influenced by the culture around 
him or live a godly life inside that culture. Where do you find it hardest to live within our culture 
today?  Has there been a time when you were either rewarded or received judgement for 
standing up for what was right?   
6) We have gotten to know Daniel and how he lived his life through 6 chapters in this book.  
How has Daniel encouraged you to become a more “Christ like” example to those around you? 
7) In both Daniel 5 and 6 Daniel and his friends were literally facing the “fire and the lions den” 
of  life. We learn that God does not remove His people from troubles, but in both cases He clearly 
communicates that He will be with us.  How have experienced this characteristic of  God (His 
presence) in the trials of  your life? 
8) What have you learned in the book of  Daniel (the narrative portion) about who God is and 
about His character? How do you think this will impact the way you live? Make decisions? Pray? 

Prayer -Father, would you increase my devotion to you.  I pray that through my devotion you 
would prepare my heart to stand for you no matter what comes in life.  
*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.


