
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Class and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 4 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  What situations or circumstances in life do you find yourself  struggling 
with pride?  As you think about this question, Daniel 4 gives us great insight about the pride in 
the heart of  mankind in the context of  God’s sovereignty. 
Introduction and Context of  Chapter 4: 
King Nebuchadnezzar has another dream, and Daniel comes back into play. The king once 
again asks for “the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers” (v. 7) to 
interpret the dream, but they cannot. So, he asks Daniel, who is able to tell the king the meaning 
of  the dream. The king is then humbled by God in order to show him that it is God who truly 
reigns. The main idea for this chapter seems to be spelled out by the very statement that King 
Nebuchadnezzar makes at the end of  chapter 4.  He says, “I Nebuchadnezzar praise and exalt 
and glorify the King of  heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.  And 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.”   

Observation vs. 1-27 
Chapter 4 begins with the king praising God for His signs and wonders and almost seems more 
fitting for the close of  chapter 3. The main them of  this chapter really begins in verse 4. 
Nebuchadnezzar is comfortable and at ease in his palace when a dream begins to alarm him. 
The dream involves a giant tree that is able to be seen from all across the world, and the “beasts 
of  the field found shade under it, and the birds of  the heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh 
was fed from it” (v. 12). It is the most prominent object on the planet. However, a ‘holy one’ 
comes down from heaven and commands the tree to be chopped down to its stump. In addition, 
it will be bound with iron and bronze, it will be wet with the dew of  the grass, and it will be made 
like a beast for “seven periods of  time”. This is done so that “the living may know that the Most 
High rules the kingdom of  men” (v. 17). Nebuchadnezzar is woken from his comfortable, prideful 
lifestyle and is confronted with the reality that he might not be fully in control after all. He asks 
magicians, enchanters, and astrologers to interpret this dream, but none of  them are able to. 
Nebuchadnezzar finally asks Daniel to tell him the meaning, and although the king still doesn’t 
identify the true God as being his god (verse 8), he recognizes that Daniel has been given a spirit 
and an ability that is not of  this earth. Daniel tells him that the tree in the dream represents the 
king, and although he has been a strong ruler over a strong nation, he will become like one of  the 
beasts of  the field so that he may know that Heaven rules. Daniel does offer repentance and tells 
the king to break off  his sins and practice righteousness. Even though Nebuchadnezzar has been 
sinned and rebelled against God, Daniel is God’s prophet to confront the king and offers him the 
chance to turn from his unrighteousness. 

Observation vs. 28-33 
A year passes after the king’s dream, and he is standing on the roof  of  his palace. He remarks to 
himself  that he is the one who built the great Babylon, and it was done for the glory of  his 
majesty (v. 28). He shows us that he rejected Daniel’s warning from the dream and that he still 
hasn’t repented of  his sins before God, having a heart full of  pride. A voice from heaven then 
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speaks, and the dream begins its fulfillment. Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom will be taken from him, 
and he is made like the beasts of  the field. He goes from living the grandest of  lifestyles to eating 
grass like an ox. This was done so that “you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of  men 
and gives it to whom he will” (v. 32). God has shown his patience with Nebuchadnezzar, but He 
finally humbles him in order that the true King would be revealed in his life and to the kingdom 
of  men. God shows him that although he might have an expansive earthly kingdom, God is 
ultimately the One who rules. He has the power to turn a king into an ox, and He does it with 
ease. He is the One who is truly sovereign. All that has been given to Nebuchadnezzar is 
ultimately been given by God. The king may rule, but the reality is that he is only a manager 
under the one true King of  all creation. 

Observation vs. 34-37 
The king lifts his eyes to heaven, and he blessed and praised and honored the Most High (v. 34). 
This could be a sign of  true repentance. He proclaims that God’s kingdom endures forever, that 
He does according to His will, and that no one can question what He has done. While 
Nebuchadnezzar has praised God in the past without having a heart transformation, this praise 
(if  it was truly meant) shows a new humility in the king. He recognizes that he is not the ultimate 
ruler- only God is. After this, the king receives even more prosperity. He finishes the chapter with 
a declaration of  praise: “all His works are right and His ways are just; and those who walk in 
pride He is able to humble” (v. 37). Nebuchadnezzar was able to see this firsthand. He had been 
filled with enormous pride, but God humbled him and later restored him in order that he would 
know that “the Most High rules the kingdom of  men and gives it to whom He will”. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 
Personal Reflection/Application     
4) Although Daniel had previously interpreted the king’s dream, he still treated Daniel as a 
second option by turning again to his “wise men.” As we are confronted with daily decisions and 
trials, do we treat God as a second option, only seeking his counsel after we have tried to find it 
on our own or from other sources? How have you recently sought answers from your own 
understanding? How did that work out?  How have you recently sought answers from God 
Himself ?  Can you give testimony of  how God used it in your life? 
5) Daniel revealed one of  the king’s major blind spots of  pride to him. Who do you trust enough 
to show you your own blind spots?  How have you seen a relationship like this as valuable in your 
life? If  you do not have a person that you can trust, what steps can you take to find that person? 
6) Nebuchadnezzar’s pride was at its peak when he was looking across his own palace (v. 29-30). 
In what areas of  your life do you struggle with pride (comparing my kids to others, dealing with 
my boss or co-workers, etc.)?  What are some boundaries you can place in your life that will keep 
pride from growing in your heart? 
7) God used a great difficulty in the king’s life to humble him. What circumstances in your past 
or that you are currently going through might God be using to teach you Christ-like humility? 

Prayer 



Father, show me the blind spots that I might have to any pride in my life.  Thank you for the 
people like Daniel that you have placed in my life to speak truth where it is needed.   

*Resources used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible. 


