
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for Sunday Classes and Life Group leaders to 
follow the sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start 
for your study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it in life.* 

Daniel Chapter 3 
Introductory Questions: 
Waking up to different.  What situations or circumstances in life do you find yourself  most 
confident? What could you point to that has built your confidence in these areas? In what 
situations do you lose confidence or lack it?  Why is that the case?  As we answer and think about 
these questions, Daniel chapter 3 will help us look at both our confidence and our convictions. 
Introduction and Context of  Chapter 3: 
After Daniel had revealed the king’s dream and its interpretation, King Nebuchadnezzar praised 
God (chapter 2). However, this chapter begins with the king having slight amnesia and going 
against his previous praise of  the “God of  gods” and “Lord of  kings.” He does this when he 
decides to build a golden image. He makes a decree that everyone must bow down and worship 
the image. Daniel’s three friends (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) refuse, and the king orders 
them to be thrown into a fiery furnace. However, they show conviction by who they will worship 
and confidence in God and His ability to save. 

Observation vs. 1-7 
Although Nebuchadnezzar was seen praising God at the end of  chapter 2, he shows that he is 
still putting his stock in the kingdoms of  man at the beginning of  this chapter. The God of  
Daniel and his friends appears to be a God who is just one of  many to King Neb.  He is still 
working to build an empire with a human foundation. He builds a golden image and proclaims 
that at the sound of  different kinds of  music, everyone is to worship this image (verse 5). Anyone 
who did not obey this command would be thrown into the fiery furnace. So when “all the peoples 
heard the sound of… every kind of  music, all the peoples… fell down and worshiped the golden 
image.” (verse 7). There doesn’t appear to be any resistance from the majority of  the people to 
bow down and worship; they simply do it. 

Observation vs. 8-12 
Not only were Daniel’s friends (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) facing a hostile, pagan king 
in a foreign land, they had enemies all around them.  In these verses we see a group of  
Chaldeans come forward to turn them into the king for directly disobeying his order.  We get the 
sense from these verses that these people were jealous of  these Jewish boys and they were playing 
on the pride of  the king to remove them from their position (v.12).  We see the maliciousness and 
manipulation tactics of  the Chaldeans by the language used in these verses (O king, live forever.  
You oh king, have made a decree.  These men, O king, pay no attention to you…).  Daniel’s 
friends were facing a dire situation. 

Observation vs. 13-30 
With all the persecution and manipulation, Daniel’s three friends refused to bow down. They are 
brought before the king, and he gives them one last chance to change their minds and worship 
this created image (verse 15). Their response reveals their confidence and how it is rooted in 
God’s worthiness and God’s sovereignty. They tell the king that “our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us… and He will deliver us… But if  not… we will not serve your gods or worship the 
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golden image.” (v. 17-18). They are confident, knowing that God has saved them in the past and 
that He can save them again if  He chooses. They are so confident that they proclaim that God 
will save them. However, even if  they die, they recognize that God alone is worthy of  their 
worship, and so they refuse to bow down.  
The three of  them are then thrown into the fire, but amazingly, they aren’t killed. In fact, a fourth 
person “like a son of  the gods” is walking with them “in the midst of  the fire” (verse 25). Even 
though the fire was seven times hotter than normal, it did not have any power over their bodies 
(verse 27). God came and rescued His people. He does not do this by removing the fire from this 
ordeal, but instead, He saves them in the midst of  it. After this, the king goes on to make another 
decree: that anyone who speaks against the God of  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would be 
torn limb from limb. The king is amazed because “there is no other god who is able to rescue in 
this way” (verse 29). 
In a similar way that Daniel is promoted after revealing the king’s dream in chapter 2, his three 
friends are promoted at the end of  chapter 3. This is another display of  God’s sovereignty: He 
uses a fiery furnace in order to rescue His people and put them in the position that He desires for 
them. It also is a representation that God is faithful to His people, even when circumstances 
might dictate otherwise (verse 30). 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing?  What truth can be applied to your life about the gospel? 
Personal Reflection/Application     
4) Nebuchadnezzar commands the people to bow down and worship the golden image. At the 
heart level, what is worship? Is it only music at church on Sunday mornings?  How would you 
define worship? How do you demonstrate your worship to God?  
5) Daniel’s friends have a conviction to not to eat the king’s food and not to bow down to the 
image. How and where do you develop your own convictions?   
6) Daniel’s friends saw that God was worthy of  their worship, even if  they were thrown into the 
fire. We may not face a fiery furnace but we do have to choose each day who or what we will 
worship.  Based on your schedule, finances, decisions, etc., is God displayed in your life as worthy 
of  your worship? What can you do differently to show that God is worthy of  your worship? 
7) These three young men were persecuted with the punishment of  death for worshiping the one 
true God. Most of  us have not faced a death sentence like Daniel’s friends, but many christians 
around the world do face these situations. A good first step is realizing that for most of  church 
history and for most areas in the world, the church faces great persecution.  Living in America we 
are so blessed to enjoy the freedoms that we have as christians. How can we help the persecuted 
church and its members who are living in life-threatening environments around the globe? 

Prayer 
Father, help us to find our confidence in you, not in our bank accounts, not in our jobs or in our 
strength, but in you.  Thank you for the freedoms that we have as believers in America.   
Would you show us how to help the persecuted church around the globe.  

*Resources and quotes used for this study guide: gotquestions.org and the ESV study bible.


