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Let’s open our Bibles to the New Testament book of Colossians chapter 1 and a few 
verses in just a moment also from Colossians chapter 2.  
 
Imagine with me that you've been out of the country for two weeks. That may be 
true for some of you actually maybe for a week with spring break, but imagine with 
me you’ve traveled for two weeks somewhere around the globe. You're flying back 
into the US, and you land on maybe the East Coast, the West Coast, or maybe you 
fly right into Atlanta. You've been gone for two weeks and you get back here, and 
just like anybody right in their mind, there is one thing that you want to make sure 
you do as soon as you get back. What is it? I heard it right over here. Somebody said 
it out loud! What was it? Chick-fil-A! Am I right? We didn’t have to practice that! I 
want to tell you that we are three for three. In all three morning worship services, as 
soon as I got to that point-maybe it’s just the way voices carry- but three burly 
voices in all three services said “Chick-fil-A.”  
 
As soon as you get back, you’re thinking, “Just me some Chick-fil-A.” You come back, 
and let us imagine that happens. You land, you get off the plane, you're locating your 
closest Chick-fil-A, you walk to the counter, and with energy, with hunger, and with 
passion, you say, “I'll have a number one.” And then just to repeat it for a little bit of 
joy, you say, “I want an original chicken sandwich with waffle fries and sweet tea.” 
It’s torture to use this on Sunday, isn’t it? The person looks across the counter at you, 
and they just with a smile on their face say, “We don't have the original chicken 
sandwich.” And your head, without even thinking, starts twisting. And you’re like, 
“Where am I? What planet am I on? Excuse me just a minute.” You walk outside, you 
look up at the sign, you see that red chicken shaped beak, and you look and see 
“Chick-fil-A.” You come back in and you say, “What are you telling me?” 
 
They say, “I'm telling you that we don't have the original chicken sandwich here.” 
 
“Why? What happened? You’re Chick-fil-A.”  
 
They say, “Well, we live in a community where the chicken sandwich is just not very 
popular anymore, and actually we found that it's kind of offensive to a lot of people 
-the thought of putting chicken on a sandwich- and so everything that we do now is 
made with soy.” 
 
And so you’re just looking, and you’re like, “So you’re what you’re telling me is that 
you are ‘Soy-fil-A,’ not Chick-fil-A.” 
 
Now wake up from that nightmare, okay? Just wake up from that; it's just 
imagination. 



 
We call our self a church. We’re talking for two or three weeks here about church 
matters. We’re talking about church matters, things that we do as a church. Last 
week we talked about our story. The first sentence out of the gate was, “In 1880, ten 
people met in the basement of the Methodist church in downtown Watkinsville and 
formed Watkinsville Baptist Church.” We’re a church. But we’re also talking about in 
this time what really matters as a church. What could happen? What could be taken 
off the menu, if you will that would cause you to look and say, “Now, wait a minute. 
That's not a church.” You can call yourself a church, you can say you're a church, you 
can hang a sign that says you’re a church, but what would keep us from being a 
church? I want to offer to you that there are some things that really matter. And 
ultimately there's one thing that matters. There's one thing that matters.  
 
Paul wrote this letter to the people of Colossae. It was a letter that starts out with a 
greeting; he identifies who he is, he says who it's to, and then he writes words of 
encouragement. He writes words of prayer; he tells them what he’s excited about. 
He had never met them. Some of the letters we read that Paul had written he's 
writing back to people that he had been there before, he'd seen before, but he had 
only heard of these people. He had heard through Epaphras and perhaps others 
about things that he celebrated. He was celebrating in this letter that their faith was 
in Jesus Christ. He celebrated that they were a church that was learning the will of 
God and learning to know God. He celebrated that they were a church that believed 
the truth. He speaks of that; he celebrates that they knew the ways of truth. He also 
celebrated that they were a body of believers. They were a church that loved one 
another. Those three things really jump out in the very first verses of Colossians 
where he’s saying your faith is in Jesus, you hold to the truth, you love the saints. 
You’re a church, and I'm praying for you, Paul says. 
 
Here you see him in Colossians; he's praying for them. He writes, and can you 
imagine this setting- the very first time they take this scroll and are unrolling it: 
“Here's a letter from Paul. Everybody listen up, we’ve got a letter from apostle Paul. I 
want to read it to you today.” Those were the instructions that were given in the end 
of the letter. “Read it in the presence of those that gather.” And then Paul says, “I’m 
praying for you.”  He goes beyond just saying that he's praying for them; he tells 
them what it is he's praying. He voices that, and he says in verse nine:  “And so, from 
the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him.”  
 
He’s celebrating who they are as a church. In his mind, they are a healthy church; 
they are a true church. He starts to talk to them about Christ and talk to them about 
Jesus and who Jesus is and the important place that Jesus has in the church. He talks 
about his struggle; Paul says, “I'm laboring. I'm fighting. I'm giving all the energy that 
I have.” He uses a description of an athlete who’s stretching and straining every 
single ligament of his body to see something accomplished in this church. What he 



wanted to see accomplished was that these believers in Jesus Christ would be 
steadfast in their faith and that they would not shrink back, they would not waver, 
they would not be weakened, that they would not step away from what they've 
been holding to. And then he warns them. He sounds the alarm. And it’s like he’s 
saying, “Some people are creeping into your fellowship there at Colossae. I’ve gotten 
word of and heard that they're presenting some things to you that are going to 
make you go ‘Hmm. Well, that makes sense.” He says, “It’s going to seem plausible to 
you. It’s going to weaken you.” So he warns them of this. And Paul is also saying to 
the church here that there are some philosophies that are being taught to you that 
want to take you captive. Not physically kidnap you, but mentally and spiritually take 
you captive and offer some philosophies and traditions. They may say, “Yeah Jesus, 
that’s good, but there's more. There’s something else. If you really want to rise to be 
in this upper echelon of spirituality, listen to our philosophies. Follow our traditions.” 
And he warns them. 
 
And then a third time he comes to them, and he says, “There's some people 
introducing some things to you that are bringing judgment to you. You've been 
holding on to grace, and you've been holding on to forgiveness and mercy and what 
Christ has done. And some folks have stepped in and-“ it's like he’s saying they’re 
changing the menu. What used to be essential, now they're saying to you that you 
need more, you need something else. He uses a big word, it’s translated and is kind 
of a thick word in the English translation: “asceticism.” He says they’re introducing 
this asceticism and worship of angels. They’re introducing asceticism as like this ultra 
ultra discipline and this ultra ultra checklist- if you do these things and you can find 
yourself in this way and you hold to this rigid ritual, it would be very much like 
legalism for us today- something that's done in order to gain you some kind of 
higher upper standard with God.  
 
Paul's warning them saying, wait a minute, there's some essentials here. When you 
read through these verses in Colossians chapter 1 and chapter 2, you find out what a 
church is. You find out what a biblical church is. You find out what a true church is. 
Today I stand before you, and I believe I stand in the role of the CRO. Do you know 
what the CRO of the church is? The CRO of the church is the Chief Reminding 
Officer. That is who I am today. I stand before you, and there’s probably not 
anything you've not heard before, but it’s to stand before you to remind you of who 
Jesus is, who the church is, and what really matters when it comes to being a true 
church. Why important? In this room, it’s particularly important. The majority of this 
room will not be a part of this church five-six years from now. Some of you will finish 
in May. How many of you just in this room right now, you graduate in May? Let me 
see your hands. Hands shot up quick! There’s a dozen, maybe 24 of you or so here 
that will finish in May. Some of you I hope will be able to stay. Many of you I hope 
and pray- we hope and pray all the time that you will go, and that you'll land 
somewhere in a community. You may have a job or you have more school and you're 
living there, but one of the things that are at the top of your list is finding a church 
and finding a place to anchor your life and grow. Here’s the deal: when you go 



looking for a church, there are some things I want to remind you that you need to 
make sure that these things are essential and important in this church, so that you 
could say, “This is a true church for me to anchor my life and raise a family or build 
my future here.”  
 
When you look at Colossians chapter 1, what you discover is that what matters more 
than anything is that Christ is first in all things. What matters more than anything is 
that Christ is first in all things. You may drift over the next 20 minutes, and I would 
just ask you to grab a hold of that one phrase and say, “Wherever I land- a year from 
now, two years now, five years now, or ten years from now, I’m going to find a 
church where Christ is first in all things.” He’s first in Bible school. He’s first in the 
music. He's first in the preaching. He's first in the fellowship. He’s first in the youth 
group. He's first in the singles group. He’s first in the college group. It's about Christ. 
Christ is preeminent in this church. I want to read these verses to you. They’re alive; 
they’re active; it’s like chewing thick meat here. Every line is so much, but I want you 
to get the feel listening for this one word. Listen for the word “all,” and then listen 
for the phrase “all things.” See what it's tied to; see where it leads us.  
 
Pick up in verse 11: May you be “strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son.” Who is the beloved Son? It’s Jesus Christ. That’s a reference back to 
verse three where he says, “We always thank God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” He has just referenced the Son. 
 
“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of his beloved son in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” What do 
we have in the Son? What do we have in Jesus? When the Father transfers us from 
darkness to light, when He transfers us from darkness to the kingdom of Jesus to the 
kingdom of His Son, here's what you get: forgiveness and redemption. What a gift! 
What a gift! When God transfers us into the kingdom, He doesn't deal in wages; He 
deals in gifts. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. And when 
God transfers us into the kingdom of His Son, He gives us the gift of redemption and 
gives us the gift of forgiveness of sin. 
 
Read on in verse 15: “He.” Who’s He? He’s the Son. It’s Jesus Christ.  
 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 



heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister.” 
 
We’re talking about essential things, what makes us a church, what we believe, what 
we hold to. Paul is writing here, and he's talking about the church. He’s talking about 
God the Father. He’s talking about Jesus Christ. 
 
Verse 24: “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.” Paul 
says, “I am suffering for the church. I'm hurting for the church. I'm laying my life on 
the line for the church.” How can you and I live ever to say that the church really is 
not that big a deal? How can we ever go through life saying, “I am a believer, I'm a 
Christian, but I'm not really into the church?” What you're saying is that you're not 
into what Jesus is into. What you're saying is that you're not into whom Jesus is head 
of. Paul is saying, “I’m laying my life on the line. I am suffering. I'm exhausting myself 
for the church.” We’re talking about people that we rub shoulders with like you and I, 
and he says, “I'm suffering for you guys.” 
 
Verse 25: “ of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that 
was given to me for you.“ For what purpose? “To make the word of God fully known, 
the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them 
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone.” What would he warn them of? What would he 
teach them? He goes on.  
 
He says in verse one of chapter 2:  “For I want you to know how great a struggle I 
have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to 
face, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all 
the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, 
which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Why is he saying all of this? Why am I reading this? Because of the danger that lurks 
to rob from us, to take from us what makes us a true church.  
 
Verse four: “I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments.” 
To delude something is to weaken it. He’s saying, “I'm writing all of this to you about 
Jesus and the Father and the church and the word of God and the mystery of 
salvation because some people are presenting arguments to you that are tempting 
you to say, ‘Huh. That makes sense. Never thought of that.’” They will weaken you, 



lead you, pull you, and draw you in that way. And he said it deludes you, weakens 
you, and misleads you.  
 
Verse five: “For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to 
see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. Therefore, as you 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it 
that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ.” 
 
It’s like today's newspaper. It’s what you experience over and over in environments 
that you're a part of with some education that you're pursuing or some class that's 
been offered to you- high school, middle school, and college- someone stands 
before you and says, “This is why Christianity is not true. This is why you can't believe 
this. You’re basing your life on that?” Paul writes to this and he says in verse eight, 
“see to it that no one takes you captive.” 
 
Verse nine: “For in him” (talking of Christ) “For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 
authority.” 
 
Verse 13: “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” 
 
 Verse 18: “Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, 
going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and 
not holding fast to the Head.” 
 
That’s a capital H; it’s a reference to Jesus as head of the church. This morning as I've 
gone along and heard stories from people, they come and say things to me after the 
message. After the last hour, someone walked up to me and said, “Pastor, that's my 
testimony. That's my testimony. Just a few years back I had drifted away. I had heard 
these stories and I was all in to”- what she referred to as the New Age movement. 
She said, “When you were reading those statements about ‘asceticism and worship 
of angels and visions and puffed up without reason-‘ that's right where I was.” 
 
She said, “He came to me.” It drew me back.  
 
In your world, in your life right now- it’s the battle between what the church believes 
and what the church stands for and where you're going to anchor your life and what 
kind of church. Paul says, “I've been given a stewardship from God that is to make 



the word of God fully known.” What about you walk out of here today and you 
never come back here again? But yet you're going to pursue a church one day. When 
you’re looking for a church, here are three questions for you to ask. As you walk into 
this environment, you'd ask these three questions: do you believe the Bible? Do you 
believe the word of God? Ask the leaders of that church. Ask members of that 
church. Do you believe the Bible? Do you value the Bible? There's a difference 
between believing the Bible and valuing the Bible. We can say we believe the Bible, 
but if we never read it, we don't live by it, we don't teach it, we don't hold it in our 
heart, we’re not valuing the Bible. Do you believe the Bible, do you value the Bible, 
and do you teach the Bible? 
 
Maybe one of the best things that we could do for you, whether it's Pastor Vic 
leading you in college ministry, or he may stand before you as pastor, or Daniel to 
stand before you as a youth pastor is to challenge you that wherever life's 
transitions come is to anchor your life in a place that's not just called a church, but it’s 
called a church and it is a church that believes the Bible, values the Bible, and teaches 
the Bible.  In our life as a church, there are things that matter for us. They’re essential 
doctrines. Doctrine - what we believe about God, what we believe about Jesus, what 
we believe about the Holy Spirit, what we believe about humanity, what we believe 
about salvation- they’re essential doctrines. When new people come to be a part of 
our church family, we invite them to be a part of a membership class. And in that 
class, we say that we want to get to know you better and we want you to get to 
know us better. One of the things we do is lay before them a written formal word for 
word document that says this is what we believe word for word when it comes to 
scripture, when it comes to God, when it comes to the Father, the Son, the Holy 
Spirit, when it comes to humanity, when it comes to the creation of man and 
woman, when it comes to salvation.  
 
There are things that we put before people that are doctrine that make us Baptist. 
We’re a Baptist church. One of the things in our doctrine is that we believe that 
baptism is by immersion after a person professes faith in Jesus Christ. That’s who we 
are. We’re Baptist. It would be like Chick-fil-A serving soybean burgers if we didn't 
baptize by immersion here. It’s in our name, that’s who we are. We believe in the 
eternal security of the believer. We believe that communion is a representation of 
what Christ has done on the cross. We do it in remembrance of Him. There are things 
that we believe about leadership in the church family. There are things that we 
believe about families. But there are some essential doctrines that stretch beyond 
denominational lines. Some of you sit in this room today, and your background is a 
Bible Church or a Methodist Church or a Presbyterian Church. You may come from a 
Church of Christ background. You may be visiting here today and you're part of 
what's called the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  
 
There are essential doctrines that make us Christian- what we believe about them 
and how they affect our heart and our life. To take these essential doctrines away 
from what we believe and teach not only makes us not Baptist, it takes us out of 



being Christian. Hear what I said! To take these essential doctrines off the table and 
not teach them, not believe them, not hold to them takes us out of the realm of 
being Christian. What are these essential doctrines? It’s what we believe about 
Scripture, it’s what we believe about God- God the father, God the son, God the Holy 
Spirit. It’s what believe about Jesus and His work and what He did at the cross. It’s 
what we believe and teach about humanity. It’s what we believe and teach about 
salvation. 
 
Listen, I want to be quick to say that us believing what is true is not what determines 
what is true. Are you with me? Just because we create a God the way we would like 
for Him to be or we create salvation the way we think it ought to be, or we decide 
that this is fair, but this is not fair, therefore I believe this- that doesn't make it true. 
What makes it true is what God says. For us to decide what God is going to be like is 
for us actually to put ourselves in the seat of God, and we've just made our self the 
ruling authority.  
 
I said to you earlier that what matters most is that Christ is first in all things. As you 
read through Colossians chapter 1 and chapter 2, that's just what lifts off the page. It 
just keeps coming-all things. All things created by Him, through Him, for Him-all 
things. He's the head of the church. He was nailed to the cross paying for our sins. 
He's the mystery of God's word. He's what's been revealed, the mystery is Christ in 
you! When you turn from trusting sin and trusting yourself, trusting some other 
philosophy, some other plausible argument and you turn to Jesus Christ who died for 
you on the cross to pay for your sins, you trust Him! You believe Him, you receive 
Him as your Lord and Savior, and there's a great mystery that takes place in your life. 
Christ comes to live in you through the person of the Holy Spirit. That’s the mystery 
that Paul was proclaiming.  
 
Now if you pick up on something as I speak, how is it that I know who Christ is? Who 
Christ is is revealed to me through who God is. And how do I know who God is? God 
is revealed to me through his word. And that's why ultimately what matters here in a 
church is the first question you say, “tell me what you believe about Jesus.” When 
you hear about Jesus and you go to the word and say, “Well let’s talk about what you 
believe about Scripture. Do you get what you believe about Christ from God's word?” 
 
Scripture is our guide. Jesus gave the parable about how we build our life on the 
word. It's a foundation that won't be shaken. If you build your life on something else, 
it’s like shifting sand that just washes away when the flood comes. Are you building 
your life on the word? Are we making sure to build our church on the word? What we 
believe affects how we do church. We gathered in this place today. We gathered and 
we sang songs. Did you pick up on the songs we sang from the beginning? Our God 
saves. Christ is all. Holy Spirit, come and move. Change us. I walked before you and 
said, “Let’s open our Bibles.” It affects what we do. When we talk about God, have 
you ever just heard specifically what we believe about God? Have you heard 
specifically what we believe about Scripture? Let me read you just a couple sentences 



here about what we believe about the Bible: 
 
“The holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is the record of God's 
revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God 
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its 
matter. It reveals the principles by which God judges us and the supreme standard by 
which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinion should be tried.” That’s the 
word for us.  
 
What about God? What do we believe about God? Pulling from a mass of Scripture, 
pulling from God's word, this is what we find in God's word. “There is one and only 
one living and true God. He is an intelligent spiritual and personal being, the creator, 
redeemer, preserver and ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other 
perfections. To Him we owe the highest love, the highest reverence, and the highest 
obedience. The eternal God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit with 
distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence or being.”  
 
God three in one- the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. We believe about the Father 
that He reigns with providential and sovereign care. We believe that He rules over 
the universe, His creatures, and the flow of history. We believe that God the Father is 
all-powerful, all loving, and all wise. We believe that God is Father in truth to those 
who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ and that He relates to all 
mankind with a fatherly attitude. 
 
 What about Jesus? We believe that Jesus, just like Colossians says, existed before 
creation and that through Jesus all things were created by Him, through Him, and for 
Him. We believe that Jesus left heaven and He came to this earth and He took on 
flesh like you and I have, and He lived without sin. Jesus was arrested and crucified 
nailed to a cross. He was nailed there bearing the iniquity of us all, taking our place, 
atoning for our sin, satisfying the wrath of a just God. He was dead and laid in a 
borrowed tomb, and on the third day we believe that He rose again. We believe that 
He appeared to hundreds of people, proving that He had risen bodily, showing His 
flesh to them, and we believe that He ascended to heaven. We believe according to 
God's word- not because we've seen it with our own eyes- but according to God's 
word we believe that He's now seated at the right hand of the Father making 
intercession for you and me. We believe gathered in this room today that one day 
He will return to gather His church and take us home to be with Him forever in a 
place the Bible tells us is heaven. That's what we believe! 
 
Now we believe that the Spirit of God illumines the word of God. We believe that the 
Spirit of God convicts us and counsels us and teaches us. We believe that the Spirit 
of God comes to live inside of us when we place our faith in Jesus Christ. We believe 
that we’re never alone once we know Jesus as Lord and Savior because the Spirit of 
God who raised Jesus back from the dead lives in us. We believe that the Spirit of 
God not only dwells in us personally, but when we gather in the name of Jesus that 



the Spirit of God meets with us. When we gather in the name of Jesus, He is here 
with us, moving, working, convicting, encouraging, changing our lives, and 
ministering to our souls and helping us worship the father in heaven.  
 
We believe that man was created in the image of God. We believe that in the Garden 
of Eden that man sinned and it shattered the image of God and that God has set out 
on this course to restore that image and restore that relationship that was broken 
when sin entered the world. We believe that man stands separated from God 
because of our sin, just like Colossians says we've done evil deeds, and we can 
compare to other people and say our deeds may not be as evil as their deeds, but 
any deed, any wrong separates us from a holy and pure God, and we cannot have a 
relationship with him. But that's where the good news comes in. That's where the 
Gospel comes in. We believe that God has made a way for us to be reconciled to 
Him, that God has made a way for us to be redeemed from our sin, that God has 
made a way for us to have a relationship with Him and that is made possible through 
the sinless Lamb of God who shed His blood on the cross. And when we turn from 
whatever we're trusting in and turn to Christ alone for our salvation, we are 
redeemed. The image of God begins to be restored in our life, and sanctification is 
happening in our life and we look forward to heaven where one day we will be 
glorified and be with Him and like Him and see Him in all of His fullness. That’s what 
we believe!  
 
We hold to that, and we cling to that. I’m telling you, that's what makes a church. 
There's going to come a day where you look around and you're going to be choosing 
a church. Find a church that believes the word. Find a church that believes and values 
the word. Find a church that believes that Jesus Christ is first among all things, that 
He has the preeminence in all things. Some of you are going to download a podcast 
from your smart devices. You’re going to pick a sermon and you’re going to pick a 
teacher, and you’re going to let your life be influenced by somebody that you’ve 
never met or never known; you just know him from a distance or reputation. I exhort 
you, I exhort you that as their arguments and their philosophies and their teaching 
begin to fill your heart and ears, find out before you listen to that stuff- find out 
where they are when it comes to Christ and His word and God the Father and Son 
and Holy Spirit. Some of you are going to pick a movie. Right now some of you are 
having conversations about “The Shack.” I read the book; I wanted to see what all 
the stir was about a few years ago. I don't plan to see the movie. There are just too 
many other things to do than waste the money and waste the time doing that. And 
you say, “But what about this- it’s a great story!” It may be. Listen don't go to “The 
Shack” to get your theology on who God is.  
 
I'm pretty close- I'm not all the way, but I'm pretty close to what Vance Havner said, 
“I'd rather hear a gangster lecture on honesty than hear Hollywood lecture on 
Christianity.” Listen – choosing a church, choosing a book to read, some of you have 
got stuff on your shelves and on your Kindles that is so far from who God is and 
what the gospel is. Watch yourself. I warn you, I plead with you. These essential 



doctrines, if they are not held take you out of the realm of Christianity. What is the 
Scripture? Who is God? Who is Jesus? Who's the Holy Spirit? What is required for 
sinful man to be saved? It’s essential. If you see our church-I call on you-if you see 
our church drifting in a way that denies any of these, I would encourage you to 
change our name or change your pastor. Let’s stand on the word. 
 
  


