
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 9-10:43 
Context:  Up to this point the church has been spreading rapidly due to heavy persecution.  
Although it was spreading outside of  Jerusalem, it was not spreading outside of  the Jewish people 
for the most part.  This text gives us a beautiful picture of  how God used Simon Peter and others 
to spread the gospel among the Gentile nations.  The conversion of  Cornelius in this text is 
evidence of  this becoming a reality.  Cornelius was a God fearing Gentile and was someway 
attached to the Jewish synagogue.  We do know that he followed two of  the primary expressions 
of  Jewish piety-prayer and almsgiving. Luke has now recounted the conversions of  both Saul and 
Cornelius.  The differences between the two are considerable and this fact is a signal testimony to 
the power and impartiality of  the Gospel of  Christ.  In these chapters we are reading the 
fulfillment of  Romans 1:16: “the power of  God for the salvation of  everyone who believer; first 
for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” 

Observing the text (Read 9:32-43): In these verses God uses two miracles to continue to 
confirm the reality of  the transforming power of  the good news of  Jesus Christ.  God through 
Simon Peter heals the sick and raises people from the dead and the result is many people coming 
to Christ, especially those outside of  the Jewish nation. 

Questions (vv. 1-19):  
1) After reading Acts 9:32-43, how was the power of  God demonstrated in this passage? What 
were the results of  the demonstration of  power? 

• God’s power was demonstrated through the miracles He performed through Simon Peter, 
both healing and raising from the dead.  This was to confirm that this salvation in Jesus 
name is from God and that Jesus is the Messiah of  the world.  This outward demonstration 
of  power was evidence of  the inward transforming power of  the Gospel. 

• Throughout Acts and specifically in this passage (v. 42), there is a remarkable pattern of  
people coming to Christ because of  this power. 

Observing the text (Read 10:1-43):  A man named Cornelius is introduced to us in this 
chapter.  He was a centurion, a devout man who was God fearing.  Through a vision, an angel of  
God told him to send for Simon Peter to come to him.  The following day, as these men were 
approaching the place where Peter was staying, Peter received a vision from God while praying.  
In this vision God showed Peter ultimately that the gospel is not limited to one nation or people, 
but has the power to transform all sinners.  Against his tradition, Peter went to see the Centurion 
and preaches the gospel to him.  

Questions (vv. 1-43):  
1)  What do we learn about the person of  Cornelius in the first few verses? Why was this 
significant? 

• He was God fearing, lead his house well, gave generously, and prayed continually.   
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• God uses those who fear His name to carry out His work.  
2)  What was Peter doing before he saw the vision? How did God prepare Peter for Cornelius?  
Why were both of  these things important? 

• Peter was praying and is significant because of  his devotion to God.  Just like the centurion, 
Peter feared God and God met him there to show Him not only what He was to do, but 
also to reveal more of  Himself.  

• Through a vision.  He used a tradition in Peter’s life to demonstrate that it is not a food nor 
a people that are in itself  clean, it is God alone who can make anything clean.  

• Because of  Peter’s past, he would most likely have never traveled to see a Gentile. Even if  
he did go, he most likely would not have preached to them.  When God told Peter: “What 
God has made clean, do not call common,” Peters eyes were opened to God’s heart for all 
nations, but probably had no idea that one day every tongue, nation, and tribe would one 
day be worshipping around God’s throne. 

3)  What would have been the consequence if  Peter or Cornelius had not obeyed God? 
• God’s plan from the beginning was to see people from every nation brought into His 

glorious kingdom.  Peter’s and Cornelius’ obedience brought about God’s plan.  
• To better understand what God accomplished through these men, read Ephesians 2:11-22.  

4)  What was the message that God had for Cornelius (vv.33-43)? 
• That God is not just the God of  the Jews, but for all people and shows no partiality. Peter 

preached that Jesus is Lord and Christ and that through Him all people can have peace 
with God.  Cornelius heard of  the life, death, burial, and resurrection of  Jesus confirmed by 
many witnesses.  He heard that if  anyone believes in this Jesus, they will receive the 
forgiveness of  sins.   

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) What made the biggest impact on you as you read about God’s encounter with both Cornelius 
and Peter?  How have you experienced this in your life? 
5) How have you seen both unity and disunity in the church today because of  differences?  What 
have you seen as the result of  both?  How would God use you to bring unity?  Why is this so 
important in our lost culture today? 
6) How do these verses change the way you view your neighbor or those who may not live or 
look the same as you do?  What do you need to change to reach the “gentiles” in your life? 

Prayer 
Ask God to reveal to you any bigotry in your own life because of  cultural or racial differences. 
Ask Him to forgive you and to remove these obstacles to advance the gospel. 
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway).


