
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 8 
Context:  Chapter 8 begins with Saul’s approval of  Stephen’s execution. On the day of  
Stephen’s death, the persecution of  the church increased greatly.  Satan’s plan to destroy the 
church by persecution ended up having the opposite effect. The church was scattered throughout 
the regions except for the apostles and christianity began to spread rapidly.  One of  those 
scattered was Phillip who went to Samaria proclaiming Christ in that area. Through him, God 
performed many signs and wonders in the city.  We are also introduced to Simon the magician 
who believed and followed Philip.  The apostles heard about all that God was doing in Samaria 
and sent Peter and John to lay hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit.  Simon saw this and 
desired to have the same power as the apostles but thought it could be bought with money.  Peter 
rebuked him and called him to repent.  In the last portion of  this chapter we read of  how an 
angel of  the Lord came to Philip and told him to go to the south into Gaza.  This is where he 
met the Ethiopian eunuch who believed and was baptized.  The chapter closes with Philip being 
carried away by the Spirit of  the Lord and continued preaching the Gospel. 

Observing the text (Read 6:1-25): In this section we see Paul’s zeal in persecuting and 
ravaging the church.  The church scattered and God would use this to expand His kingdom to 
the world.  Philip is one of  those scattered and ends up in Samaria.  Context for Samaria:  The 
hostility between the Jews and Samaritans had lasted a thousand years.  With this in mind, it is 
only through the power of  the Spirit that Philip would be preaching in Samaria.  With the long 
conflict in mind between the Jews and the Samaritans, Philip preaching Christ to the Samaritans 
is a demonstration of  the transforming power of  the Gospel.  Simon the magician was greatly 
known and had a following but what he and the area was not expecting was the preaching about 
the kingdom of  God.  After Peter and John arrived, they laid hands on those who had been 
baptized and they received the Holy Spirit. Simon thought he could buy the power of  the Holy 
Spirit, but was rebuked by Peter.  They eventually returned to Jerusalem preaching to many 
villages of  the Samaritans.  

Questions (vv. 1-25):  
1) In this chapter we see that the command to preach the gospel in Acts 1 was being fulfilled even 
in Samaria.  What are the causes of  the spread of  the gospel?  

• The early and young church was growing rapidly in Jerusalem, but God used intense 
persecution to scatter the church and to spread the gospel.  You may also want to point out 
the steadfastness of  the disciples and that they continued to preach the gospel while 
enduring the pain and loss of  Stephen.  Could you imagine the thoughts of  those who 
witnessed Stephen’s execution.  I am sure they thought, “this could happen to me.” 

2) How is it significant that Philip, a Jew, went to Samaria (v.5)? 
• Due to the long history of  conflict between the Jews and the Samaritans, Philip’s preaching 

the good news to the Samaritans is a great picture of  the power of  the gospel.  Another 
amazing thing is that the Samaritans received the message.  They received it so well that the  
apostles felt that Peter and John needed to travel there.   
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3) What did Peter teach Simon about following Jesus (vv. 18-24)? 
• This is a great lesson about salvation.  Simon needed to receive the Holy Spirit by God’s 

power and grace and not by earning it on his own.  Peter asked Simon to repent, not only 
thinking he could earn salvation, but also needing to place the trust of  his salvation in God 
and His transforming power.  So Simon needed to repent from thinking he could earn his 
salvation and turn to God for the free gift of  salvation. 

Observing the text (Read 26-40):  Through the leading of  an angel of  the Lord, Philip was 
led to go south from Jerusalem to Gaza.  On the road he met an Ethiopian eunuch who was in 
charge of  the treasure of  the Ethiopian queen.  The eunuch was traveling from Jerusalem to 
worship so he must have been a God fearing man.  As a eunuch he would have been barred from 
the inner courts of  the temple which makes his reading of  Isaiah specific because of  the promise 
made to eunuchs in Isaiah 56:3-5.  When Philip saw the Ethiopian he was reading from the 
prophet Isaiah.  He was led by the Spirit to go over and speak to the Ethiopian about that 
passage.  In this text, God used His word from the Old Testament to tell the good news of  Jesus 
to the Ethiopian. The eunuch heard the truth about Jesus.  We do not get much detail of  his 
salvation, but we do know that he wanted to be baptized.  Philip was carried away to Azotus and 
continued to preach the gospel wherever he went.  

Questions (vv. 26-40):  
1)  What were all the factors involved in the Ethiopian eunuch following Christ? 

• Philip’s obedience to the angel of  the Lord and being sensitive to the Spirit’s leading. Philip 
could have wanted to stay in Samaria where God was saving people and not go down a 
desert road.  Philip used the scriptures about the promised messiah to speak about the good 
news of  Jesus.  The eunuch would have had knowledge of  God because he was 
worshipping in Jerusalem so Philip used this opportunity to explain the passage in Isaiah 
and who it was about.  The eunuch heard that the scripture was about Jesus and wanted to 
be baptized.  

2)  What role did scripture play in the salvation of  the Ethiopian eunuch. Why is that important 
for us today? 

• Philip used the scriptures to point the eunuch to Christ.  Philip used scripture that was 
written for hundreds of  years before this meeting and pointed the eunuch to Jesus. We are 
reminded that the purpose and saving work of  God has been purposed from the beginning 
and that Jesus was the fulfillment of  the prophets.    

3) What principles of  evangelism do you see in this passage?   
• You may want to ask your group to reread the passage silently and make note of  these 

principles: Feared God more than man.  Must be Spirit led. Must obey the call to go. Must 
love all peoples: Philip shared the gospel with people of  mixed and of  different races.  His 
love for all people superseded his tradition, racism, and differences that he had.  Listen and 
be aware of  people’s background, religious beliefs, etc..  Be faithful to speak of  the truth. 
Our willingness to obey must be greater than wanting to be comfortable. 



General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below):  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) What can you learn from this text about the importance of  being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
5) What have you learned from this passage that might help you become a more effective 
witness? 
6) How has race, differences, or pride kept you from being an effective witness?  How have you 
seen this hinder the advancement of  God’s kingdom in your life? 
7) What does God want to change in your life that will help you love and share the truth with 
your neighbor? 
8) In most cases Philip was obedient to go and the Holy Spirit gave him the power to proclaim 
the gospel wherever he went. I believe we can miss the work of  the Spirit because we have not 
been obedient to living out the great commission. In what areas of  your life do you need to be 
obedient in regards to living on mission? 

Prayer 
Ask God to give you a joyful confidence in the truth, power and relevance of  the gospel of  Jesus 
Christ as you obey His call to go and make disciples. 
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway).


