
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 6 & 7 
Context:  Stephen was the first recorded martyr in New Testament church.  Many have 
followed in his steps to martyrdom.  Stephen was described as full of  the Spirit and wisdom, full 
of  grace and power.  This was demonstrated through mighty wonders and signs and his boldness 
against great opposition.  When enemies of  the message of  Jesus could not stand up against this 
Spirit and wisdom, they were enraged and ultimately stoned him to death.  Stephen was a gift to 
the church but this gift could not be tolerated by its enemies.   

Observing the text (Read 6:1-15): To solve an internal conflict with the church, seven men 
of  good reputation and full of  the Spirit and wisdom were chosen to serve over matters of  the 
church.  One of  those men chosen was Stephen and he and the six others were prayed over by 
the apostles.  The accusations made against Stephen were extremely serious in these verses 
(blasphemy against Moses and God, slandering of  the law and council, etc.).  Nothing was more 
sacred to the Jews, and nothing more precious than their temple and their law.  The temple was 
their “holy place,” the sanctuary of  God’s presence, and the law was “holy scripture,” the 
revelation of  God’s mind and will.  Therefore, because of  these things to supposedly speak 
against either was to speak against God or, in other words, to blaspheme.   

Questions (vv. 1-15):  
1) What do we learn about Stephen in the first 15 verses of  chapter 6?  

• That he was chosen because he had a good reputation, full of  the Spirit and full of  wisdom. 
He was first mentioned in verse 5 with the others chosen, but was the only one who was 
described as full of  faith and of  the Holy Spirit.  We also learn that Stephen was full of  
grace and power and performed many great wonders and signs among the people. He also 
spoke with great wisdom, so much that the leaders of  that day could not withstand against 
all he was doing in the Spirit.  

2) What were the accusations made agains Stephen (11, 13 & 14)?  
• That he was blaspheming against the law of  Moses and against God, His word and His 

dwelling place (the temple).  These were serious accusations and were brought about by 
council through false witnesses and testimonies. 

Observing the text (Read 7:1-53):  Stephen sought to defend himself  against them in such a 
way as to develop a defense for the much opposed gospel of  Jesus Christ.  What he did was not 
only rehearse the key features of  the Old Testament story, with which the Sanhedrin were just as 
familiar, but also purposed to draw lessons from it which they had never learned or even noticed.  
His concern was to demonstrate that his position was far from being “blasphemous” because he 
respected God’s Word and His promises and actually honored these things through his preaching.  
The Old Testament scripture itself  confirmed his teaching about the temple and the law, 
especially predicting the Messiah.  By rejecting Jesus, the council were the ones who disregarded 
the law, not Stephen.  Stephen’s mind had evidently soaked up the Old Testament, for his speech 
captured the reality of  the Old Testament:  Those whom the council held in the highest regard 
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(patriarchs, etc..) were the ones who rejected the law and God, just as they had recently done with 
Jesus. 

Questions (vv. 1-53):  
1)  What was God’s promise to Abraham, and how did he fulfill this promise throughout these 
verses? Why do you think Stephen spoke about these to the council? 

• Abraham-Promised that he would receive an inheritance through his offspring although he 
had no children.  Abraham became the father of  a great nation.  They multiplied greatly in 
Egypt.  And through different men and women, God fulfilled His first promise to Abraham 
to be a blessing to many nations by bringing the Righteous One through his descendants.  

• Stephen was trying to defend his position of  not being blasphemous against God and His 
law, but used it to show them that through God’s law and His promises came Jesus whom 
they rejected and ultimately condemned Him to die on a cross. 

2)  Based on the accusations spoken against Stephen, what was the significance of  Stephen 
quoting these words in this passage:  “Take off  your sandals; the place where you are standing is 
holy ground (v33),” and “The Most High does not live in houses made by men(v. 48)?” 

• Stephen was trying to get them to understand that God is not confined to a location and 
that His dwelling place is not made by man with bricks, gold, and mortar but in the hearts 
of  those who have been made righteous by the blood of  “the Righteous One.”  What 
makes something Holy is the presence of  God, not a particular location. 

• Further teaching:  Several psalms bear witness to Israel’s love for the temple.  This was 
right.  But many drew wrong conclusions about the temple. They conceived of  God as so 
completely identified with the temple that its existence guaranteed His protection of  them, 
while its destruction would mean that He had abandoned them.  Long before them, 
however, as Stephen pointed out, the great figures of  the Old Testament never imagined 
that God was limited to dwelling in a building.  God pledged Himself  by a solemn covenant 
to be their God.  According to this covenant, wherever His people are, there He is also.  

3) How are Stephen’s accusers ironically guilty of  that which they accused him (vv. 51-53)?   
• Just as the accusers spoke against Stephen as speaking against God’s law and His word, the 

leaders themselves were guilty of  this by missing the promises and adding to God’s law and 
His word. They were accusing Stephen of  speaking against the law, but they as well as their 
forefathers were guilty of  not keeping it themselves (v. 53). They were ultimately guilty of  
speaking against Jesus, the “Righteous One” who makes it possible for us to be forgiven and 
be in the presence of  a Holy God (vv. 51-52). 

Observing the text (Read 7:54-60):  In these verses we tragically see Stephen’s accusers not 
repent but become enraged at his words.  They cast him out of  the city and stone him to death.  
We see again the work of  the promised Holy Spirit through Stephen who feared only God and 
not man.   Stephen being full of  the Holy Spirit sees the Son of  man standing at the right hand 
of  God before he breathed his last breath.  At the close of  this chapter we are introduced to a 
young man named Saul.     

Questions (vv. 54-60):  
1)  What do we discover about Stephen’s character in this section? Why is this important as we 
proclaim the Gospel today? 



• He was dependent on the Spirit. He did not fear man, only God.  We see Stephen’s 
humility: He understood that the men taking his life needed mercy just as he needed mercy 
and asked God to forgive them.  

• We can do nothing apart from the presence and power of  the Holy Spirit.  We are called to 
speak boldly of  the truth, but if  we do this from a position of  superiority and with a void of  
humility, we are failing to communicate to the world what is crucial to the proclamation of  
the Gospel;  That we have received mercy and so therefore we show mercy in our preaching 
of  the truth. 

General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below):  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) What can you learn from this text about the importance of  being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
5) Stephen saw great opposition, persecution, and eventually death because of  His complete trust 
and belief  in God’s promises and His proclamation of  the truth.  Why do you think we do not see 
more persecution in our lives today? 
6) How have you or someone you know seen opposition to the Gospel?  How did God use that 
situation to advance His kingdom? 
7) What can we learn from Stephen in these verses and how can his testimony help equip you in 
advancing God’s kingdom. 

Prayer 
Ask the Holy Spirit to keep you steadfast in purpose, having always the mindset of  God’s will and 
His mission for the gospel to advance in the world around us.   
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from various study guides on 
Acts (John Stott, Tim Keller, and Crossway).


