
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 5:1-16 - Great Fear of  the Lord 
Context:  This context is important to note: the incident with Ananias and Sapphire is 
bracketed by references to the Spirit’s power (4:31,31; 5:12-16).  The Spirit was closely linked to 
the unity of  the fellowship manifested in their sharing.  Ananias and Sapphire abused the 
fellowship through their deception by Satan’s power and thereby threatened its unity.  God used 
this incident to fuel a healthy fear of  the Lord among the young church; which continued to see 
multitudes come to Christ.  It also fueled the continued boldness that allowed Peter to stand 
against the greatest opposition and proclaim Christ as Lord and Savior.  

Observing the text (Read 5:1-16): The amazing testimony of  the church’s growth and the 
community giving sacrificially is marred by the account of  a couple who abused the practice by 
holding back a portion of  a gift while claiming to be giving it totally to the church.  We cannot 
miss the fact that this opposition was influenced from Satan himself.  Great fear fell upon all those 
who heard of  the incident.  His wife was given the chance to repent which speaks to God’s long-
suffering with her.  Unfortunately she also did not come clean and confess her sin against God 
and His church.  After her death, great fear again came upon the whole church and all who 
heard.  God used this incident, many signs and wonders, and healing through the power of  the 
Spirit to see multitudes come to faith in Christ. 

Questions (vv. 1-16):  
1) The account of  Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) is one of  the most disturbing narratives in 
the New Testament. It reveals how essential unity within the church is to God and how seriously 
God takes deceit that threatens that unity in His church. Examine 5:3-4. What specifically does 
Peter say Ananias and Sapphira have done wrong?  

• Peter says that it was because (he says twice) "you lied" (v.3 and 4). In other words, they 
posed as if  they were giving the whole price of  the land. They wanted the credit and the 
honor in the community of  being sacrificial givers — but they did not want to pay the 
(literal) cost for it. Ananias and Sapphira's motive for giving was not God's honor but their 
own praise, and it was not their concern to benefit the poor, but a concern to benefit 
themselves. Their sin was hypocrisy, a lack of  integrity. 

2) Luke clearly intends us to understand that the death of  Ananias and Sapphira was a work of  
divine judgement. How do you respond to the severity of  God’s judgement? What can we learn 
from this? 

• There are valuable lessons to learn here: (1) The gravity of  their sin. Peter stressed that their 
sin was directed towards God. (2) The importance of  human conscience and living a 
transparent life before God. (3) The necessity of  church discipline. (4) A healthy fear of  the 
Lord. 
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3) Great fear is used twice in these verses and the end result were signs and wonders, healing, and 
that great multitudes were added to the church.  With this in mind, have your group discuss the 
difference between the fear of  man and a healthy fear of  God. 

• Fear of  man leads to anxiety, and a running away from opposition.  Fear of  man causes us 
to seek to please man.  A healthy fear of  God leads us to cling and run to Him and should 
allow us to stand boldly in the face of  opposition knowing that man can do nothing to us 
that God is not sovereign or in control over.  Our fear of  God should not lead us to 
anxiously serve Him because we fear his judgement, but a healthy fear out of  knowing we 
deserve His judgement but yet we have found new life and purpose because Christ took that 
judgement for us.  

Observing the text (Read 5:17-42):  Just as Peter’s healing of  the lame man provoked a trial 
before the Sanhedrin, once again the apostolic miracles brings all the apostles to trial.  The 
Sadducees were “jealous” not for God’s honor or for the advancement of  His kingdom, but for 
retaining their own influence and power.  The apostles were arrested but soon freed by an angel 
of  the Lord who told them to go and teach about Jesus.  They were strictly commanded by the 
leaders not to preach in Jesus name, but the apostles feared God more than they feared man.  
Even with the threat of  death upon them, they stood boldly and God had something else in 
mind.  Surprisingly one of  the Pharisees, Gamaliel, spoke against killing the apostles. When he 
gives his speech, his words in verses 38-39 could be seen as a thematic description of  the entire 
book of  Acts.   Every time the gospel is met with opposition in Acts, God finds a way to advance 
the message even in the midst of  death.  Some of  the most overt attempts to stop the movement -
like the persecution of  the church in Jerusalem - led to a further expansion of  the gospel.  No one 
is able to overthrow the gospel, because it is the power of  God for salvation, both here in 
Jerusalem and to the end of  the earth. 

Questions (vv. 17-42):  
1)  In these verses, the Sanhedrin wants to kill the disciples, and the apostles are beaten for the 
first time (v.40). What motivations does the text reveal for the Sanhedrin’s actions? (Pay attention 
to verses 17 and 28).  

• The Sadducees were jealous not for God’s honor or for the advancement of  his kingdom 
but for keeping their own influence and power.   

2)  Describe the effect of  persecution on the apostles. In other words, how do the apostles 
respond to all that has been done to them (vv.41-42)? 

• The apostles left rejoicing at being considered worthy to suffer for their witness in Jesus’ 
name, which they boldly resumed despite the Sanhedrin’s threat. Their suffering resulted in 
the growth of  the church (6:1). Suffering for the name of  Jesus is a characteristic theme in 
the book of  Acts.  This all ties back to them fearing God over what man could do to them. 

3) What was interesting about Gamaliel’s speech to his fellow leaders?   
• He had a sense of  the fear of  God.  Even in the midst of  the council wanting to kill the 

apostles, God used Gamaliel’s healthy fear to free the apostles to continue His work.   



• It is also important to bring up Gamaliel’s point.  If  God is in something, there is nothing 
man can do to stop His work.   

General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below):  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) Do you have a healthy fear of  the Lord?  Why or why not? 
5) Ananias and Sapphira received almost immediate judgment for their sin.  This shows the 
severity of  any sin no matter how big or small we think it may be.  When you read of  their sin 
and God’s judgement, what can we learn about God?  What can we learn about ourselves? 
6) Peter demonstrated that he feared God more than man. We have seen in the book of  Acts, 
that the leaders of  the day (high priests) often act from the fear of  people rather than from a fear 
of  God.  What were some of  the reasons these leaders felt the pressure to fear man?  Why do you 
feel pressure at times to fear man over God?  What is going on in your heart that causes this fear?   
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from various study guides on 
Acts (John Stott, Tim Keller, and Crossway).


