
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 3:1-4:12 - Outbreak of  Persecution 
Context:  Chapter 2 closes with a beautiful picture of  the growing church.  Chapter 3 gives us 
the continued acts of  the church where Peter and John through the power of  the Spirit heal a 
lame man at the temple, but even more see thousands saved.  This attracts a crowd where Peter 
delivers his second sermon in Acts. Peter continues show the evidence of  being filled with the 
Spirit by preaching with boldness.  In these verses we see the church continue to grow, but 
persecution begins to rise to a new level. 

Observing the text (Read 3:1-10): In these verses the healing of  a lame man at the temple 
gate provides an example of  the first healing by an apostle after Jesus ascension.  This was 
consistent with what purposed to write about in the first two chapters;  He was telling of  what 
Jesus did through the Apostles in 1:1-2 and that many signs and wonders were being performed 
by the Apostles in 2:43. This miracle led to the people praising God in these verses, but would 
soon be the start of  heavy opposition to the gospel.   

Questions (vv. 1-10):  
1) Take a moment and describe what happened between Peter and John and the crippled man. 
How did the crippled man respond?  How did all the people respond? 

• The crippled man was leaping and praising God.  The people saw him and remembered 
who he was; the crippled man from birth who is now leaping and praising God. The people 
were filled with amazement.   

2) Why was this miracle so significant for the apostles based on what we learned in the first two 
chapters of  Acts? 

• They were empowered by the Holy Spirit.  This gave the Apostles the boldness, the power, 
and the faith needed for this act. As Luke stated in the first chapter, he was providing the 
first example of  the many signs and wonders that would be accomplished through the 
Apostles.  This was the testimony of  Jesus working through the Apostles which He 
promised to do by sending the Helper. 

Observing the text (Read 3:11-26):  The healing of  the crippled man together with Peter’s 
sermon triggered the opposition of  the Jewish authorities. Peter seized the opportunity to preach.  
Just as Pentecost gave Peter the first opportunity to preach, the healing found here gave 
opportunity for the second sermon. Both aroused the crowd’s amazement. Both were mighty acts 
of  the ascended and exalted Christ. It is important to point out in these verses that even after this 
miraculous healing, Peter seizes the opportunity to point to Jesus and to preach the gospel.  He 
calls on them to repent and turn to God for the forgiveness of  sins and this could be 
accomplished only through Jesus’ work.  In the later verses, Peter shows the Jewish leaders that 
starting with Samuel (the next prophet after Moses), that all the Old Testament prophets 
constantly pointed to Christ.  

Acts 3:1-4:12



Questions (vv. 11-26):  
1)  Consider the number of  different names and titles Peter attributes to Jesus in these verses 
What are they, and how does it help us understand Peter’s message? 

• Servant of  God.  Holy and Righteous One. Author of  Life.  Suffering Christ. The Prophet 
of  God.  Take time to talk about each one of  these and their significance of  who Jesus is 
(not just a good teacher, or a prophet, or a dying savior, but God in the flesh). You may 
want to identify other scripture references that go with the titles listed above. Example 
would be Servant of  God (Phil.2:7)… 

2)  Peter closes his sermon by calling his hearers to repent.  What blessings noted in vv. 19-26 
would follow if  they repented?  

• Sins are blotted out.  Times of  refreshing (as people are “refreshed” in their spirits when the 
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in them). Times of  restoring (looking forward to the day when 
Christ will return and establish His kingdom on earth). To bless us and turn us away from 
wickedness. 

Observing the text (Read 4:1-12):  Peter has given a testimony to Jesus as rejected by 
humanity but vindicated by God, as the fulfillment of  all OT prophecy, as demanding repentance 
and promising blessing.  He says that Jesus is the author and giver of  life; physically to the healed 
cripple and spiritually to those who believe. This aroused the indignation and the antagonism of  
the authorities in these verses. As they were speaking, the Jewish authorities were irritated that 
they were preaching about Jesus and specifically irritated that they were preaching the 
resurrection from the dead.  This was in opposition to what the Sadducees believed.  Peter and 
John were arrested but not before many who heard the gospel believed.  5000!  As they were 
brought before the rulers in Jerusalem, Peter being filled with the Holy Spirit boldly proclaimed 
that Jesus was the reason the man was healed.  And quickly moves from the subject of  healing to 
preaching that Jesus is the only way we can be saved and have peace with God.  

Questions (vv. 1-12):  
1)  Why do you think this proclamation of  Jesus was disturbing to the religious leaders? What do 
we learn about their attitudes? 

• The religious leaders had much power in that day over people.  Can you imagine 5000 
people being saved and trusting in this resurrected Christ.  They were losing control and 
needed to figure out a way to stop them.  Another reason is that it went against their beliefs 
and customs.  Everything they knew up to this point was that their actions, ceremonies, and 
rituals made them right with God. This causes man to have a self-righteous attitude.  

• Another interesting point about this text is that the Pharisees and the Sadducees were 
usually in opposition to each other, but in this instance they were perfectly unified against 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles.    



2)  What is significant about the statement Peter closes with in verse 12? What makes this verse so 
relevant today? 

• Peter’s statement that there was salvation in no other name was an invitation to the 
Sanhedrin to place their faith in Jesus. It was  Jesus’ name that brought physical deliverance 
to the lame man and the same powerful and exclusive name that brings eternal salvation to 
all who call upon him.  Only the work of  Christ can save, not the works of  men.  

• The exclusivity of  Jesus is not a popular subject in our culture and in our world today. If  we 
truly believe this verse and do not shy away from this truth, then we can expect persecution 
to eventually come our way (2 Timothy 3:12). 

• Another point to make is that Peter used the testimony of  the man healed to proclaim 
salvation in Jesus alone.  The purpose of  any miracle is to glorify God and to proclaim the 
gospel.  The greatest miracle in Acts is that thousands of  souls are being forgiven and 
finding salvation in Jesus name.  The physical miracles are secondary to the miracle of  
salvation. For further study read Mark 2 on the healing of  the paralytic.  

General Reflection (Consider each person reading the chapter first and answering questions 
1-3 below):  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Reflection Acts 2 
4) What evidence do you see of  the power of  the Holy Spirit throughout this section? 
5) When have you seen resistance/opposition, subtle or overt, to the gospel of  Christ (This may 
not always be verbal but in the hard choices that we make)? 
6) Who do you know that is suffering persecution for the gospel that you could be praying for? 
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from various study guides on 
Acts (John Stott, Tim Keller, and Crossway).


