
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 20-21:16 
Context:  In Acts 20 we see Paul continuing his 3rd missionary journey.  In the first few verses 
he was completing his ministry in Greece making his final visit to the churches in Macedonia and 
Greece (Greece is another name for Achaia, where Corinth was located).  Paul then travels to 
Miletus as his journey to Jerusalem continues, which includes an incident in Troas in which Paul 
restored the life of  a youth. This incident is followed by a detailed itinerary of  the voyage to 
Miletus.  While in Miletus, Paul addresses the Ephesian Elders.  Paul’s address here is the sole 
example in Acts of  a major speech to Christians.  Paul spoke of  the validity of  his own ministry, 
spoke of  his future prospects, warned of  coming heresies, and encouraged a proper attitude 
toward material things.  In the closing verses of  20 and at the beginning of  chapter 21 we see 
Paul continuing to Jerusalem.  Paul traveled to Jerusalem by sea and then by land.  Along the way 
he had sorrowful farewells and warnings with each community about the dangers awaiting him in 
Jerusalem.  These warnings are reminiscent of  that to Jesus in the gospels.  Despite the warnings, 
Paul gives us a great example as Jesus did, of  being single-minded in his mission. 

Read 20:1-16: Paul continues his 3rd missionary journey in Greece and Miletus. 

Questions (vv. 1-16):  
1) What characteristics of  Paul’s ministry do we see in these verses? 

• We see Paul as an encourager in these verses.  Paul was not just an evangelist/missionary, 
but continually shows concern for fellow believers by encouraging and exhorting them.  It is 
also noteworthy that Paul hardly ever traveled alone, and when he was alone, he expressed 
his longing for companionship. He favored teamwork and community throughout his 
missionary journeys. On this journey he was accompanied by believers that represented 
each of  the areas he had ministered to and would be visiting.   

• We also see in Troas that Paul longed to break bread, fellowship, teach/equip believers, and 
have compassion on people like Eutychus.  It says that Paul stayed with these believers until 
daybreak.  He wanted to use all the time he had to fellowship and exhort the church not to 
rest or have time for himself. 

Read 20:17-38: Paul calls for and addresses the Ephesian elders.     

Questions (vv. 17-38): 
1) How would you describe the tone of  this passage? 

• Mixed tones of  intentionality, warning, exhortation, and sorrow.  Paul speaks to the 
Ephesian elders not only of  how he testified, but of  how he lived among them.  His actions 
lined up with his words.  Paul’s love for Christ’s church compelled him to warn and exhort 
the church concerning wolves among them, to be alert, and to cling to the grace of  God 
which is able to build up.  

2) What is Paul’s main concern in vv. 22-24 as he was potentially going to experience suffering 
and possible death? 
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• His main concern was not his own health or safety, but his obedience to his calling.  He was 
determined to testify of  the grace of  God despite anything that he may face. 

3) What does Paul instruct the church leaders/overseers to do in verses 28-31?  What does this 
communicate about the leaders of  the church? What does this communicate about flock? 

• To carefully attend to the flock. To teach and equip the church.  To care for the church.  
They were to be aware of  wolves; those who would seek to divide the church and and to 
lead them astray.  

• The leaders are to look out and care for the flock.  To continually live out and testify to the 
grace of  God. To help identify and address any problems that may arise due to dissension 
from wolves in sheep clothing.   

• This passage speaks to the high value of  the flock.  Without the flock, the church would not 
exist.  The flock was crucial to the expansion and growth of  the church.  Paul saw the 
importance of  a healthy and unified flock led by humble but strong leadership. Paul had 
peace leaving the leaders in charge and could trust that the church would grow and flourish 
because of  the exhortation and model that he was giving them in these verses and in his life 
as an apostle. 

Read 21:1-16: Paul continues his journey to Jerusalem despite several warnings to him by fellow 
believers.     

Questions (vv. 1-16): 
1) In these verses, what continual warnings did Paul hear about when desiring to go to 
Jerusalem? How did he respond to these warnings? 

• Through the leading of  the Spirit, Paul was warned by other believers.  Most likely 
meaning that the believers were Spirit led and warned not because it was God’s will for 
Paul to stay out of  Jerusalem, but because of  their love for Paul.  They had no ulterior 
motive, but being led by the Spirit loved Paul. Through a prophetic word, Paul was warned 
that he would be bound by the Jews and given over to the Gentiles. He also was urged by 
other believers not to go up to Jerusalem.  

• Paul was torn by their concern and warnings.  On one hand he knew and loved his fellow 
believers and wanted to be with them and lead them, but on the other hand he was ready to 
suffer and die for the advancement of  the Gospel.  Paul had much sorrow, but the Lord had 
prepared his heart to suffer for his name.  Two things to point out:  1st would be what Jesus 
said about Saul/Paul in Acts 9:15-16.  The second would be the significance of  the passage 
in Matthew 16:21-28 to these verses. 

2) What is most significant to you about Paul in these verses? 
• His single-mindedness to obey the Lord.  His love for the church.  His fear of  God over 

what man could ever do to him. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 



3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) How do your priorities in life compare and contrast to Paul’s? 
5) Paul was determined to finish the race that Christ had set out for him.  What would you like to 
have said about your life and ministry at the end of  your life? 
6) What are some practical steps you can take to help you continue to run your race faithfully and 
to finish strong? 

Prayer 
Pray for God to give you a singleness of  heart in obedience to Jesus.  Ask God to help you see 
that the cares and trials of  this world would seem elementary compared to God’s calling on our 
lives.   
  
*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway). 


