
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 16:6-17:15 
Context:  In this passage of  Acts Paul is directed by the Spirit to go to Macedonia instead of  
Asia.  This ultimately allowed Paul and Silas to see the gospel penetrate into Europe and 
eventually to the ends of  the earth.  In our selected text Paul through his second missionary 
journey preaches in Macedonia and in Philippi and eventually makes his way to Athens.   

Observing the text (Read 16:6-40): Paul and Silas and Timothy begin what is known as 
Paul’s second missionary journey.  These verses are commonly known as the “Macedonian Call.”  
Paul and Silas had plans but through divine intervention from the Holy Spirit, they are first led to 
Troas where Paul receives the vision which leads them to go to Macedonia.  Natural human 
wisdom would have led them to think they should preach the gospel in all the cities that they 
passed through, but instead the Holy Spirit directed them on a 400 mile journey by foot to Troas. 
After the vision, Paul concluded that God was guiding him. They sailed from Troas and reached 
Philippi where Paul first preached the gospel.  His ministry was related here in 4 parts:  
conversion of  Lydia, the arrest of  Paul and Silas, the conversion of  the Philippian jailer, and the 
release of  Paul and Silas by the magistrates.   

Questions (vv. 6-40):  
1) What specific instructions and direction did Paul and his companions receive from the Holy 
Spirit (vv. 6-15)? Why was this significant based on what they were planning to do? 

• They were forbidden to speak a word in Asia.  They went on and tried to go into Bithynia, 
but the Spirit of  Jesus (another name for the Holy Spirit promised  to the church by Jesus) 
did not allow them. Their plans to go to each passing city in Asia were changed by the 
direction of  the Holy Spirit although it did not seem to make sense practically.  Through a 
vision, the Spirit led Paul to Macedonia.  Ultimately it led them to Lydia (seller of  purple 
goods, most likely indicating a family of  wealth and influence in the city) who was saved 
from them preaching the good news. Through the Spirit, Paul preached the gospel to 
Macedonia (Europe) which would allow it to spread to the ends of  the earth (Americas, 
Asia, Africa, etc.). 

2) How do you see God honor Paul’s obedience to the Spirit in these verses (vv. 11-40)? 
• The gospel reaches various people (Lydia and her house, Jailer and his house) in Macedonia 

because of  their obedient hearts.   God provided shelter and food for them at both Lydia’s 
and the Jailer’s house. Although they were beaten for their witness, God protected them in 
jail and ultimately freed them from jail and the magistrates. 

3) What principles of  guidance do you see in the experience of  Paul and his companions? 
• We can and should make plans as we serve the Lord but must always seek, listen, and obey 

the Spirit’s lead.  Other times we must wait on the Lord (Paul in Troas) before we know 
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what God wants us to do.  Finally we must trust the Lord even when things do not make 
sense to us practically. 

4) Think of  the three types of  people that were most likely saved in this text (Lydia, 
businesswoman, the slave girl, and the jail keeper). How does this new church demonstrate the 
unifying power of  the gospel? 

• No matter the person’s position in life, the gospel brings us all to a place of  needing Jesus’ 
forgiveness of  sin and reconciliation to God.  We are all on level ground when it comes to 
our standing before God.  The Gospel transcends all socioeconomic status.   

Observing the text (Read 17:1-15): From Philippi Paul traveled 94 miles to Thessalonica, 
the capital of  Macedonia and then eventually 50 miles southwest to Berea. Because three 
Sabbath days are mentioned in verse 2, it is believed that Paul’s stay in Thessalonica was brief. 
Just as Paul has seen before, many people believed but others rejected the good news and formed 
a mob in the city to attack them as they were staying at the house of  Jason.  They escaped but 
Jason and some brothers had to give money as security (as a guarantee of  no more disturbance 
because of  Paul’s preaching) and they were let go.  Paul and Silas were sent off  by the brothers to 
Berea.  They preached to the Jews there who were much more noble (noble birth, well known, 
noble behavior, open minded, fair, thoughtful, etc..) and were open to examining the scriptures to 
see if  what Paul said was true.  Through Paul’s preaching, the Jews from Thessalonica came 
down to oppose them and the crowds.  Through their faithfulness to preach in the midst of  
opposition, many Greek women and men of  high standing believed.  These verses close with 
Paul leaving Timothy and Silas headed for Athens. 

Questions (vv. 1-15): 
1) What words describe Paul’s approach to the Thessalonians and their response?  What about 
the response of  the Bereans?  Compare and contrast the two responses of  the Jews. 

• Paul: reasoned, explained, proving. 
• Thessalonians:  some persuaded, joined, jealous, uproar, attack, dragged  
• Bereans: received, examined, eagerness, believed. 
• Greeks received the word in Thessalonica, but not the Jews.  They were jealous.  The Berea 

Jews were more noble and open to what Paul was saying.  Some Jews were more worried 
about their power which hindered their openness while the other Jews being more noble 
were not blinded by their position.  Basically the Thessalonian Jews’ authority was their 
tradition which brought on the jealousy, the Berean Jews’ authority was the scriptures so 
they were open. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 



3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) How have you recently experienced God’s direction through the leading of  the Holy Spirit? 
5) Where in life have you seen the Gospel’s power transcend all socioeconomic status?  
6) Paul receives opposite responses from the same religious people (Jews) in Thessalonica in 
contrast to Berea.  How can this help us today as we set out to be a witness for Christ? 

Prayer 
Pray that God would allow our hearts to be opened to listen, hear, and obey the leading of  the 
Holy Spirit.   
  
*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway). 


