
The purpose of  this leader’s guide is to be a tool for ABF and Life Group leaders to follow the 
sermon series with their group. Our hope is that this guide will give you a head start for your 
study and will allow your group to respond to what they’ve heard and apply it for life. 

Acts 12:1-24 
Context:  In chapter 11 some apostles and other believers heard that the Gentiles had received 
the word of  God.  When Peter arrived there he was criticized for reaching out to the Gentiles. 
Peter explains to them his vision and how God opened his eyes to God’s plan that all nations 
would be a part of  God’s new covenant through Christ. This is a significant and Luke makes this 
the main theme throughout the rest of  Acts.  In the later part of  chapter 11, we see the church in 
Antioch growing and even helping the church in Jerusalem as they had need. It was in Antioch 
where believers were first called Christians. Chapter 12 opens up with the continued persecution 
of  the church by the death of  James and the imprisonment of  Peter by the hand of  Herod.  
Because of  this, the church made earnest prayer for Peter.  The Lord sent an angel to free him 
from prison and from the hand of  King Herod.  Peter went to the house of  Mary and told the 
people there what had happened.  He departed from there to another place. Chapter 12 closes 
with the death of  King Herod because he did not give glory to God.  The church is witness to a 
complete reversal of  circumstances from the beginning to the end of  chapter 12. 

Observing the text (Read 12:1-24): King Herod was violently persecuting the church.  He 
killed James the brother of  John (This is James the disciple of  Jesus, not to be confused with Jesus’ 
brother who wrote the book of  James) by the sword and arrested Peter as well.  In the midst of  
great persecution, the church remained faithful to pray.  We see this in the first few verses and 
later in the chapter when Peter arrives at the house of  Mary, John’s mother. God rescued Peter 
from prison as He was not finished with him yet.  Because of  what happened in prison, Herod 
ordered the soldiers to be killed. This section closes with the death of  Herod because he refused 
to give glory to God. 

Questions (vv. 1-24):  
1) What do we learn about Herod from the first 5 verses? 

• He was Herod Agrippa, a grandson of  Herod the Great.  He was raised in Rome and was 
granted rule over various territories in Judea.  His persecution of  Christians may have been 
an attempt to earn favor with the Jews.  He was violently persecuting the church.  He killed 
James the brother of  John. He arrested Peter in order to bring him in front of  the Jews. 
Most likely because of  his leadership in the growing church and because of  his background. 

• The days of  Unleavened Bread is mentioned and is most likely the reason that Herod did 
not put Peter to death immediately.  These days were considered to be holy and not to be 
desecrated by an execution. 

2) What do we learn about the church in verse 5?  Why is this significant? 
• The church was faithful to pray.  In the midst of  great persecution and sorrow, the church 

was forced to go to God and intercede for Peter and the church as a whole. 

3) What was significant about Peter’s rescue from the jail? 
• From mankind’s viewpoint he had no hope.  God rescued him through prayer and by an 

angel of  the Lord.  What is impossible with man, is possible with God.  It is significant 
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because God was not finished with Peter.  It must have made an impact on the Jewish 
people waiting to confront him. 

• Luke continues to emphasize that every step in building the church is due to God’s blessing, 
the power of  the Holy Spirit, and intercessory prayer by the church. 

4) Try to put yourself  in the church’s sandals.  They knew James was put to death and Peter was 
in prison; probably thinking he would be killed also.  What was their reaction to this persecution?  
What is significant about how chapter 12 starts and how it ends? 

• In verse 5 the church was praying.  When Peter came to Mary’s house, the church was 
gathered together and they were praying.  They were depending not on their own strength 
but on the immeasurable power and strength of  God.   

• At the beginning of  the chapter Herod is on the rampage-arresting and persecuting the 
church leaders; at the end he is himself  struck down and dies.  The chapter opens with 
James dead, Peter in prison and Herod triumphing; it closes with Herod dead, Peter was 
free and the Word of  God triumphing.  Such is the power of  God to overthrow hostile 
human plans and to establish his own in their place.  Men may be permitted to oppose 
God, oppress and persecute the church, but God will have the final say in the end. 

General Reflection:  
1) What does this passage teach us about God? 
2) What does this passage teach us about mankind? 
3) What is a command to obey in this passage?  What has God revealed in your life that needs 
changing? 

Personal Reflection/Application  
4) What have you learned from this passage about how God uses suffering?  How have you seen 
this in your life or the lives of  other? 
5) Who or what encourages you to remain faithful to the Lord no matter what? 
6) Talk in your group about why we have a hard time praying.  Busyness?  Do we believe it really 
makes a difference?  What can we take away from the early church about prayer? 

Prayer 
Ask the Holy Spirit to give you strength when hard times and persecution come. For strength 
when boldness is needed.  Reflect on what it might cost you for this prayer to be answered. 
  

*Various observations and questions in this study guide are quoted from resources on Acts (John 
Stott, Tim Keller, ESV study bible, and Crossway).


