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Open your Bibles to 1st Timothy chapter 6. As I was away, I kept asking the Lord, 
“What do you want me to share on this Sunday after Thanksgiving, this Sunday 
before December as we are headed into the end of the year as we think about 2017, 
as we think about the inexpressible gift of Jesus Christ given to us, as we think about 
celebrating the birth of the Savior?” And today I bring a charge to you, a challenge to 
you.  
 
Several years ago, reporter Tom Brokaw became an author. He wrote a book called 

The Greatest Generation  , a New York Times bestseller. It was written by Tom 
Brokaw as an interview of the historical documentation of his experience of walking 
the beaches of Normandy with veterans who had served in World War II. He went on 
to describe the generation of those that grew up in the Great Depression and then 
fought in world wars as in his opinion “the greatest generation.” Listen to these 
words about this book and about that season. He writes, “In the spring of 1984, I 
went to the northwest of France to Normandy to prepare a documentary on the 
fortieth anniversary of D-Day -the massive and daring Allied invasion of Europe that 
marked the beginning of the end of Adolph Hitler's reign. There I underwent a 
life-changing experience as I walked the beaches with the American veterans who 
had returned for this anniversary- men in their sixties and seventies- and listened to 
their stories. I was deeply moved and profoundly grateful for all they had done. Ten 
years later I returned to Normandy for the fiftieth anniversary of the invasion, and by 
then I had come to understand what this generation of Americans meant t0 history. 
It is, I believe the greatest generation any society has ever produced. This generation 
was united not only by common purpose, but also by common values- duty, honor, 
economy, courage, service, love of family and country and above all, responsibility 
for one's self. At a time in their lives when their days and nights should've been filled 
with innocent adventure love and the lessons of the work-a-day world, they were 
fighting in the most primitive conditions possible across the bloodied landscape of 
France and Italy and Austria and the Coral Islands of the Pacific. They answered the 
call to save the world from the two most powerful and ruthless military machines 
ever assembled. They succeeded on every front. They won the war. They saved the 
world.” 
 
They won the war. They saved the world. A few days ago, I went to the other side of 
the world and hugged the necks of three families from WFBC, those that have been 
sent out to live in another culture intentionally as witnesses for Christ. I stood in 
their homes, I walked on their street; I ate at their favorite places. I met their friends; 
I saw where they were worked. I prayed with them, laughed with them, listened to 
them and worshiped with them. A week ago, I met on the eighteenth floor of a 
high-rise apartment -one of dozens and dozens and dozens of the city -in worship 
with Cliff and Rebecca. There were eleven of us. There were eleven of us, because it's 



unsafe to mix in their worship with those of their city. We gathered around a 
computer and a television where words were put on the screen, and Rebecca led us 
in singing. We prayed together, and Cliff opened his Bible to Hebrews and taught us 
the Word. I was a part of what I believe will be a life-changing experience.  
 
 Unlike Brokaw's visit to Normandy- a battle that's now been over for seventy-two 
years- these families are still in the fight. They are still in the fight. They are fighting 
-as Paul said to Timothy- they are fighting “the good fight of faith.” One of these 
couples lives in the city that people like to call “the biggest city that nobody’s heard 
of.” You will want to quote me on this this week, so get the numbers right. They live 
in a city of 30 people million. New York City- about 10 million, Mexico City about 10 
million, their city- 30 million people. And I asked just like you would ask, “Are there 
any followers of Christ in the city?” And they said, “ We think the estimates -when 
you put the percentages on it- we believe in our city that there are 30,000 who 
would identify as Christian.” And you may say, “30,000, that's awesome!”  And that is 
awesome, but quickly do the math. I’ll do it for you- that’s not one percent of their 
population, it’s 1/10 of 1% of their population-1/10 of 1% who would identify as 
followers of Jesus Christ. They’re fighting the good fight.  
 
I stood on a cliff overlooking the city of Chang Mai, Thailand with Eric and Ellen 
Peters- a free country- a place where many go and live. They live freely there and 
they are able to travel and go to parts of the world to take the gospel to other parts 
the world. But we stood there on this cliff in Chang Mai at a Buddhist temple. We 
were standing in the valley, and you look at all the mountains and you see the spread 
of a temple. And Eric drove me out there and there are hundreds of people gathered 
there burning incense, with a massive statute of Buddha bowing on their knees to a 
piece of concrete, calling out for this piece of concrete to do something to impact 
their life, do something that would impact their eternity. They’re fighting the good 
fight of faith by being there trying to introduce people to the truth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Traveling in those cities of 30 million people and then on to another city where the 
other couple lives of 500,000 people, you see many of the same gods that you see 
here- gods of money and sex and power and possessions. You see people 
worshiping self. I asked as we walked around on a university campus, “What keeps 
people going? When they wake up, what’s their drive if they don't have this sense of 
a relationship with God? What is it that moves them?” And he said, “The great 
majority of people live every day with this thought: ‘I want to end the day, I want to 
end my career, I want to end my life having not brought any shame on my family. If I 
can live without guilt, if I can live without shame, if I can live in such a way that 
reflects back in a good way on my parents and on my ancestors, then I've succeeded 
in this life.’” 
 
They’re fighting the good fight of faith to show people that you don't have to live 
with guilt. You don’t have to live trying to deal with your own shame; you’re not 
trying to live in such way that you hope that you have done enough. They’re 



introducing people to a settled salvation in the person of Jesus Christ, the one who 
declared on the cross: “It is finished,” the one who paid it all for us. They’re 
introducing people to grace and mercy and eternal life. This morning, when I think 
about Tom Brokaw walking those beaches and describing a previous generation as 
the greatest generation, I want to bring a challenge to you. But it's not to fight a war 
that leads us to being described as the greatest generation. I want to ask you today 
if you would join with me and be a part with me of fighting a war that would leave us 
described as being a generous generation- a generous generation.  
 
A great barrier for us in being able to introduce 30 million people to the gospel, a 
great barrier for us to being able to introduce our neighbors to the gospel, of being 
able to introduce our state, our nation to the gospel of Jesus Christ is the barrier of 
generosity. It's so easy for us in our time of life, in our season of life, in our pursuit of 
life, to allow greed to subtly creep in and become what controls us instead of 
allowing generosity to be what defines us. It's easy for us to cling to what we have, 
to cling to what we've worked for, to cling to what we're resting in instead of taking 
hold of eternal life and living generously in this life. So I charge you today- would you 
consider what it would take in your life to be described as a generous person? 
 
Let’s look together in 1st Timothy chapter 6. In 1st Timothy chapter 6, I’ll begin 
reading in verse six. Paul is writing to Timothy who's pastoring in this city of Ephesus. 
Starting in 1st Timothy 6:6 it says,  
 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the 
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs. 
 
But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 
the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God, 
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free 
from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at 
the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 



and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.” 
 
Not the greatest generation, but a generous generation. Out of gratitude for the 
inexpressible gift of Jesus Christ, could we be written about one day as being a 
generous generation? Now, let’s quickly establish what it means to be rich. Paul says 
in 1st Timothy chapter 6 verse 17, he says, “as for the rich in this present age.” Who 
are the rich? What’s the present age? Certainly as Paul wrote into that time, he was 
talking about those that were living right there in that day. And as we read it today 
as God’s word preserved, even being to this day, it speaks to our heart and our life 
living right now. And I would ask us to be as specific as the 10:15 service here on this 
property today. Right now in this room at 10:15, here is a word from the Lord. Here is 
a charge from the Lord; this is for the rich. Who are the rich? That's us. That's us. The 
word “rich” here is not a word that's defined by a certain monetary threshold. You 
don't do your taxes at the end of this year and look at the gross income or the net 
income and say, “ There it is. I'm rich. It happened in 2016 -write it down. I became 
rich.” That’s not the way it happens. This word “rich” is a word that describes “those 
who have ample.” Those who have enough and then some. And what you and I 
know to be true in our life is that we have ample and then some. 
 
The way that we can understand that we are rich is the fact that we have options. 
There's a large portion of our world that they have no options. They don't have an 
option when it comes to a mealtime. They don't get a menu; they get a meal. When 
it comes to putting on their clothes for the day; it was their clothes from yesterday. 
They don't have options. We know we are rich. You know that you have a rich pastor 
because I have options. When you went to the closet today or last night to decide 
what you're going to wear, you may have made that American statement, “I just 
have nothing to wear this morning.” After Thursday you may have nothing that you 

can   wear, but it is not true that we have nothing to wear. We are a people that have 
multiple outfits. We have multiple cars; in many cases we have multiple homes. We 
have options. We have choices. We’re rich, and there's a charge that comes to us. 
And I want you to see is that certainly we are rich in material possessions, but we are 
also rich in spiritual possessions. 
 
We have so many things that have been given to us. We are the rich of this age 
spiritually. We have the grace of God. We have the mercy of God. We have the truth 
of God's gospel. We have the good news of Jesus Christ coming to die for our sins. 
We have the freedom to gather in this room to worship. We don't have to speak in 
code in our text messages or in our conversation or in our letters or emails. We have 
spiritual blessings that bless us in this life and they stretch right on to the other side 
of death. We have the hope of eternal life. We have a confidence that we will never 
be separated from the love of God. We have been blessed. According to Ephesians 1 
“with every spiritual blessing.” We have as Dustin referred to earlier “every good and 
perfect gift that comes down from the Father.” We are rich.  
 



And I stand before you this morning obedient to the word of God where God’s word 
challenges this pastor to say to the rich in this present age a certain thing. I stand 
with you speaking to my heart, and I stand with you talking about this idea that as 
the rich in this stage of our life spiritually and materially, would we be generous? I 
want be quick to point out that in this passage of Scripture that God does not rebuke 
the rich. God does not attack the rich; he does not attack possessions. Instead of 
attacking possessions, he assigns possession. Instead of attacking riches, he assigns 
a responsibility. What God says to us as the rich in this present age- “charge them 
not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 
 
Here's an assignment. Here's a responsibility: you’re to do good; you’re to be rich in 
good works. You’re to be generous; you’re to be ready to share. In fact, he says 
about riches that God is the source of those riches. Perhaps that would be as great a 
lesson as anything that we could grab ahold of today. It’s not for us to come to 
terms with the fact that what we have is not what we work for, not what we earn. 
Ultimately, what we have is because we’re stewards of what God has given to us. He 
says, “God has richly provided us with everything to enjoy.” He doesn't say to them 
“get rid of everything that you have.” He doesn't say, “make yourself poor.” He says, 
“Take what you have and use it.” John Calvin wrote many years ago this great 
statement- he said, “A man's opportunities to do good to others increases with the 
abundance of his riches.” A man's opportunities to do good to others increases with 
the abundance of his riches. We are living in a little bit of a window of time right now 
in a transition of a presidency where many people are thinking, “The economy’s 
going to turn around. The economy’s going to be strong; it’s going to be robust. My 
IRA is going to grow. My opportunities for business are going to increase. That 
bottom line is going to go up.” Hear this from God's word as followers of Christ. 
God's word says today that that opportunity for richness is not for us to hoard and 
grab ahold of and think that we’re something; it’s for us see what God's going to do. 
Perhaps our opportunities will increase to be a blessing to others. 
 
What does it mean to be generous? Generous is not what's necessary. Generous is 
not what's required. Generous is not what's expected. Generous is not what's 
normal. To be generous is more than necessary. To be generous means beyond the 
requirement. To be generous means over the expected. To be generous is what's not 
normal. Evaluate your life; evaluate how you operate with what God's given you- 
your material possessions, your spiritual possessions. It has to do with portions. 
 
On Thursday, all of us gathered around tables, and every single one of us saw before 
us the definition of generous. We placed on our plates generous portions of food. In 
fact, they were so generous and they were so beautiful, many of us took pictures of 
those plates. Many of us posted pictures of our food. We saw defined before us 
“generous portion.” And when we’re talking about being generous in our life, it 
means that we take on and we give out more than what's necessary, beyond what is 
the requirement, over what is expected. We do what's not normal. And what a great 



time for us after having a week of Thanksgiving, a specific day set aside- a word that 
we capitalize called Thanksgiving- for us to come out of this week of gratitude 
recognizing what's been given to us, giving praise the Lord for what is poured out on 
us, for us to be talking about generosity. Because the child of genuine gratitude is 
generosity. The fruit of a thankful heart is a giving hand. 
 
Paul speaks to Timothy about what it means to be generous, and he warns us as 
those that are rich spiritually and those that are rich materially that instead of 
haughtiness we must pursue humility. And he knows that when we have riches, when 
we have abundance, when we have options - it's very likely that we’re in a battle 
with the temptation of becoming prideful. And we begin to think about, “What can I 
do for myself? What can I spend on myself? What can I accomplish for myself? What 
can we do for us?” Paul says, “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to 
be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches.” Charge them not to 
be haughty- that means don't be arrogant about what you have. Don't be prideful 
about what you have. Don't let yourself get in the position to where when you 
would look out at others to let it kind of creep in – “In a way I’m better than them. 
I've just done better than them. In a way I’m more important than them. In a way I 
matter more than them”- simply based on possessions. Just don't be haughty. We 
should pursue humility.  
 
Humility is that we think less of self. We think more of others; we consider others 
more important than ourselves. Instead of haughtiness, it’s humility. Instead of hope 
based on riches, it's a hope based on Christ. Look at it, he says, “Charge them not to 
be haughty nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches.”  He points out what 
is so true about riches- and don't we know this to be true- those of you that have 
done business for a few years, if I come to you with consistency over and over again 
and say, “How’s it been over the years?” that you would say “We were doing great 
till-“ 2000 and what? I can hear it in the room- 2008. Until 2008. Until 2008. And in 
that time, what every one of us saw in our world around us, we tasted it a little bit up 
close where we saw that riches are very uncertain. And what's promised for the next 
year and the next year, and what’s stored up for the next year can quickly dissipate.  
 
But Paul says, “Don't put your hope in what's unstable.” We find that our hope is 
creeping over into being in our possessions when we suddenly have a mood and a 
peace that's affected by what's in our accounts. Just don't let your rest be there. 
Don't let your hope be there because it's unstable. Where do we put our hope? 
Where do we find our rest? He says, “Put it on God who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.”  Let your hope be in God. Let your hope be in God. Let your 
hope be in God. Generosity is not about hoarding, it's about giving. 
 
What ways can we build a life that leads us to being generous? Let me mention four 
words to you, and you’re going to hear these a lot in 2017. These four words: the 
words praying   and giving  and serving   and telling  . The way we build a life with a 
legacy of generosity is by praying for others. Are your prayers generous? Is your 



prayer life characterized by just what's required? Just what’s normal? Just what's 
expected? Is your prayer life limited to just giving thanks right before a meal? Is that 
it? Is there more? Are you generous with your prayers for others? Are you praying for 
your neighbors? Are you praying for your family? Are you praying for your 
coworkers? Are you praying for the lost to be saved? Are you praying for those that 
are living in other cultures as witnesses for Christ? Are you praying for the needs of 
fellow individuals in your groups, in your classes? Do you have a generous prayer life? 
 
Second, giving. Does your giving reflect generosity? Is it true that you're ready to 
share? Is it true that your hope is in God and not in your riches? Generosity has to do 
with serving. Are you generous in your service of others? Really where this hits is in 
our time, what we do with our calendar. Often you'll hear people say, “Here's how 
you will know if you're generous: look at your bank account.” Here's how you'll know 
if you're generous with your time- look at your calendar. Doctor's appointments, 
ballgames, scheduled events. Do you have scheduled in your life time that's given to 
the Lord?  
 
Telling others: we build a life of generosity by using our words, sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with others, telling others about the hope that we have in 
Christ. Where do we start? I evaluate my life and I look and say, “Lord, I see greed 
here. I see selfishness, I see haughtiness.” How do we break it? First, we confess it. 
Take it to God and say, “God, I’m sinful. There's wicked greed in my heart. I cling to 
things with a clenched fist instead of living life openhanded.” Plan for it. Plan to be 
generous. As you set your goals for 2017-as you build your calendar for the next 
year-plan in your schedule, plan in your week to be generous. Plan in your budget to 
be generous, put in your budget a plan there for how you're going to give in the 
future generously with your time and with your treasures.  
 
Hang out around it. I think that the way that my life has been affected the most in 
the area of generosity is by being around people who are generous- by just getting 
up close to them seeing how they live and operate. I feel fortunate to have grown up 
in a home with a dad who was generous, and I would see him over and over again, I 
would spot him slipping checks and slipping money and mailing things to people. He 
just lived a generous life, and it was that pattern, that joy of watching him be 
generous. I’m thankful that in our first church where we served, we had an 
opportunity at a church that really pastored us more than we ever pastored them- to 
be exposed to generous people. I think about Don Gaines and the life of generosity 
that he lived. I think about a lady by the name of Nelda Wilhoit and a life of service 
that she lived so generously. I think about a man by the name of Wiley Wooten who 
lived a generous life. In your life, one of the reasons you struggle with generosity is 
that you're hanging out with people who are stingy and greedy. Find some people - 
you can tell. When you get around, you can hear it in their words. You can see it in 
their life and just spend some time with them. Practice it. Make it a routine. Try it. 
Maybe before you go to bed tonight would there be something that you can lead 
your family to do or something you could do for yourself where you just said, “I need 



to just try this one thing. I need to break through. I need to break the ice on this. I 
want to be generous. I want to do more than what's expected. I want to do more 
than the norm. I want to be generous.” 
 
And then fuel it. You fuel generosity by looking at Christ, by celebrating what Jesus 
has done. That song we sang just before I began speaking today talked about “Lord 
we are celebrating who we are. We’re children of God. You've given your life for us. 
All I can say is ‘thank you!’” As our hearts grow in gratitude, you'll see your life 
become more generous. Over the last few days, I read a book on the plane written 
by a guy named Ken Costa called Know Your Why . There are some things in there 
that you could throw out and some things in there you could hold onto.  Ken Costa is 
an internationally known banker. He’s a professor of commerce at Gresham College 
in London, England. He tells a story about a financial crisis in England in 2012. He 
writes these words: 
 
“Several years ago in 2012, a financial crisis loomed in Europe. The very survival of the 
structure of the Euro currency, if not the whole of Europe was at stake. And all eyes 
were on one man- the head of the European Central Bank. Financial markets and 
currencies plunged all through the morning, and the only question on anyone's lips 
was ‘What will he say?’ His words would either cause an implosion or the reversion of 
the volatility. And on the morning of July 26, 2012, he stood up, and when asked what 
he would do to protect the euro, he answered in three simple words: ‘whatever it 
takes.’ Whatever it takes. At that moment in human terms, he spoke for the might of 
the major industrial countries of Europe. As soon as he spoke those words, the 
markets rallied, the immediate crisis was over, the structure of the currency was 
secured.”  
 
What Ken Costa says in that is a challenge for us. When confronted with a world in 
need of the gospel of Jesus Christ, with a world crying out in pain, with a world 
driven by inequality, poverty, and need, how will we respond? Will we hunker down 
in our winepresses and ignore the outside world? Will we refuse to listen to the still 
small voice of God gently beckoning us out of our caves and into the light? Will we 
keep our lamps hidden in jars of clay, or will we be willing to say: “whatever it takes?”  
 
Today, I stand before you having been to the other side of the world and back. I'm 
asking you as a church family to join with me and to build this legacy of being 
generous- that we would do whatever it takes to get the good news of Jesus to a 
lost world. That we would use our material possessions and we would use our 
spiritual possessions generously. I’d ask you to do whatever it takes to impact the 
future generation that comes behind us. So many of us look at a generation before 
us; we look at people who moved to this property. We look at people who built 
structures on this property- many of us; we worship in rooms today that somebody 
else provided. We live today on the shoulders of somebody else's faith who believed 
that God had a future for this church family, and because of that you and I still 
gather here today. And the younger generation needs to be able to look at us just 



right here in this 10:15 hour to be able to look back at us and say, “Those teenagers, 
those college students, those adults- they lived a generous life, so we can too.”  
 
We need a generous testimony for the churches of our community. You know what 
happens. I know what happens with me is that I look around in the communities that 
I’ve pastored to see what other churches are doing and how they're responding- not 
for comparison’s sake but for challenge’s sake. What steps of faith are they taking? 
I’ve been challenged through the years to see the amount of missions giving that 
Beech Haven has carried over the years. I’ve been incredibly challenged by Pastor Bill 
at Prince Avenue as I’ve watched what they've done in the world with missions 
giving. On November 13, Pastor Bill retired after 43 years of leading Prince Avenue 
Baptist Church. What a life. What a legacy. What a testimony for that church that’s 
been strong in our community and our world. 
 
I stand before you today and say that you and I as members of Watkinsville First 
Baptist Church, we've got to be willing to be a church that would carry the torch, 
carry the light, carry the gospel, carry a pattern of generosity that goes beyond 
normal, beyond what's expected- not only to lift the future generation, but to lift 
churches around us to say- “Yes! We can do this as followers of Christ.” We need to 
live a life of generosity for millions of lost people. When I asked Cliff, “What would 
you have me tell them?” he responded within thirty seconds, it seemed. It was just 
like he was just sitting there ready. He said, “That's easy. It's all about Jesus.” 
 
Cliff writes, “He never tires, and at this very moment, moving in people's hearts all 
over the globe, including this little pocket of Asia we get to live in. Savor him, enjoy 
him, cry with him, learn from him, laugh with him- a lot! Watch football with him and 
suffer with him. When we as a fellowship stop at nothing to let him consume our 
hearts and are willing to be invisible so he can be visible, that's got to make him 
smile. With Jesus we can't lose. What an honor to be branded as his and at the end 
claim ‘Nothing but Jesus!’ Also we’d say thank you. Thank you to the fellowship. We 
are an extension of you here and constantly encouraged by you more than you'll 
ever know. We’re just living life intentionally like you all do there. Okay, I'm done.” 
And I’m done. Let’s pray together.  
 
Father, thank you for Jesus. Thank you for the testimony here, thank you for the 
testimony of previous generations. Thank you for the testimony of people on the 
other side of the world that it's all about Jesus. Thanks for filling our hearts with 
spiritual blessings and filling our lives with material possessions. I pray God that you 
find us to be generous with our life. In your name we pray. Amen. 


